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Troubled airline flies out cruise travellers – and says it too is quitting  Cooks
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Rejected tourists disembark cruise
Passengers from cruise ship Maasdam boarding bus for the airport where they were processed to enter the country.  20031215

MORE than 100 tourists last 
night disembarked their cruise 
ship in Rarotonga, after Tahiti 
announced it would turn them 
away. The Maasdam, carrying 
1000 passengers, had left Avatiu 
bound for Papeete on Wednes-
day– then received word that 
cruise ships had been banned.

It spent the night eight 
miles off the coast and, yes-
terday morning, returned to 
Rarotonga. The 100 passengers 
were supposed to fl y out from 
Tahiti International Airport, 

but the country yesterday went 
into lockdown after the Pacifi c’s 
fi rst case of the Covid-19 virus 
was diagnosed there.

Kairangi Samuela, the prin-
cipal immigration offi cer, said 
they received a request from the 
liner to allow entry to some of 
their passengers who were sup-
posed to disembark in Tahiti.

Since the Health Ministry 
had given them clearance, they 
allowed in those visitors. The 
passengers left the cruise ship 
on a tender, boarded local tour 

buses from Avatiu harbour to 
the airport, where they were 
processed to enter the country.

Samuela said the passengers 
underwent the usual immi-
gration and biosecurity checks 

at the airport. Some of them 
managed to book on the Virgin 
Australia fl ight to Auckland last 
night, she said. “The remaining 
passengers have booked their 
accommodation on the island 
and will be leaving in the next 
couple of days when they get the 
next available fl ight.”

Samuela said the cruise ship 
would probably leave again to-
day, once the passengers “who 
wanted to voluntarily leave the 
ship from here” had disem-
barked. - Rashneel Kumar

Virgin takes
a fl ight out
First coronavirus; 
now tourism industry 
faces another blow. 
By Rashneel Kumar.
LOCAL tourism operators face 
uncertainty as Virgin Australia 
announces it will cease fl ights to 
Cook Islands from July. Halatoa 
Fua, chief executive of Cook Is-
lands Tourism, said they were 
“very disappointed” with the 
announcement but were work-
ing to cushion the impact.

The news comes as the indus-
try grapples with the fallout of 
the coronavirus outbreak; Vir-
gin Australia has been in the 
gun after twice bringing in 
passengers in breach of Cook 
Islands’ travel ban.

But the airline was consider-
ing its options even before the 
arrival of Covid-19. Virgin said 
it would slash more flights in 
response to falling demand for 

travel due to the spread of 
the virus, 

and its ongoing network stra-
tegic review.

It will cut overall capacity by 
7.7 per cent over the rest of the 
year, with international fl ights 
hit the hardest.

Virgin Australia flies from 
Auckland to Rarotonga three 
times a week. Each flight has 
a capacity of about 170 pas-
sengers – a total of more than 
25,000 arrivals a year.

Fua said due to the current 
challenges caused by Covid-19, 
and its global ramifi cations, it 
was very diffi cult to gauge the 
impact the Virgin news would 
have on Cook Islands tourism.  

“I’d like to assure the indus-
try and the community that 
Cook Islands Tourism is tak-
ing proactive steps develop-
ing strategies for 
a range of sce-
narios.”

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Thousands aff ected as 
Pasifi ka festival canned 
NZ Prime Minister signals travel restrictions to Pacifi c   WORLD p8

But the airline was consider-
ing proactive steps develop-

Tasty Tasty 
Fried Fried 

Wholesome Family Dining 

But the airline was consider-
ing its options even before the 
arrival of Covid-19. Virgin said 
it would slash more flights in 
response to falling demand for 

travel due to the spread of 
the virus, 

ing strategies for 
a range of sce-
narios.”

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
° ° ° ° °

Creative Centre Tupapa
5.30pm for 6pm Wednesday Ph 55180


