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Record temperatures to bring more ‘heat stress’ days
Sea and record-breaking
temperatures in Greenland.
Understanding the climate
dynamics in Europe is cru-
cial for our efforts to adapt
andmitigate the negative im-
pacts climate change has on
the continent.”

The Arctic region is ex-
periencing drastic changes
in its climate, the report said.
Temperatures over the Arc-
tic have risen much more
rapidly than those over most
of the rest of the globe, it
warned.
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the Climate 2022 report.
Last year overall was the

second warmest year on rec-
ord in Europe at just under
1C above the 1990 to 2020
average . However , last
summer was the hottest on
record at 1.4C above the re-
cent average, C3S said.

Carlo Buontempo, director
of the C3S, said: “The report
highlights alarming changes
to our climate, including the
hottest summer ever rec-
orded in Europe, marked by
unprecedented marine heat-
waves in the Mediterranean

Change Service (C3S)
warned that data shows the
continent is seeing an up-
ward trend in the number of
summer days with signifi-
cant “heat stress” for hu-
mans and animals.

Heat stress is when the
body cannot get rid of excess
warmth, leading to con-
fusion, rising heart rate,
sickness, and even death.

Southern Europe is par-
ticularly vulnerable to “ex-
treme heat stress” as the
cont inent cont inues to
warm, C3S said in its State of

broke a temperature record
from the 1970s as Central
Park reached 32C in the
middle of what should be
spring weather.

The likes of Bahrain in the
Middle East and Sri Lanka
are also seeing unusual
weather patterns in recent
days that are not typically
seen in April, observers in
those regions told the Irish
Examiner.

Having confirmed that the
summer of 2022 was the war-
mest on record in Europe,
the EU’s Copernicus Climate

and Central Asia already
feeling the effects in April.

Thailand broke its all-time
record of 45C in recent days,
with nearby Laos following
suit almost hitting 43C. A
health warning was issued to
Thai citizens that reaching
what felt like 50Cwas a possi-
bility in Bangkok as humid-
ity was factored in.

The western Maharashtra
state in India saw 13 people
die of heat stress with more
than 50 hospitalised as the
mercury topped 42C.

Meanwhile, NewYork City

Pádraig Hoare and
Imasha Costa
Europe’s leading scientists
have warned “alarming”
climate change will lead to
heatwaves becoming longer
and heat stress threatening
lives, after the continent’s
warmest ever recorded
summer.

Soaring temperatures
across much of the world in
recent weeks are a harbinger
of extreme heatwaves to
come this summer, with the
likes of Thailand, New York,

It’s great to
have justice
for Colm,
says father
Eoin Reynolds

“It is great to be able to move for-
ward now. It’s great to have it
over and to have justice for Colm.
That’s what he deserved because
he was a wonderful son.”

Those were the words outside
court of Marty Horkan, father of
murdered Garda Colm Horkan,
after his killer was given a mini-
mum sentence of 40 years for
capital murder.

Garda Horkan was shot 11
times by Stephen Silver, aged 46,
with his own service gun at Cast-
lerea, Co Roscommon, on June
17, 2020.

In court, Silver’s counsel read
out a letter of apology from his
client. Silver wrote that “words
cannot convey how sorry I am for
what happened”.

However, outside court, Mr
Horkan said: “It took him two and
a half years to apologise to my
family... I’d safely say he was ad-
vised by his legal team to do that,
otherwise he wouldn’t have done
it.”

Before the sentence was pass-
ed, James Dwyer, prosecuting,
read out statements written by
Mr Horkan as well as Garda Hor-
kan’s siblings.

In his statement, Mr Horkan
said he is particularly proud of
the stories told by others of how
his son had helped them in a
“quiet and unassuming way”.
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MartyHorkan, father of Garda ColmHorkan, outside the Criminal Courts of Justice yesterday after Stephen Silverwas jailed for lifewith aminimumtime to be served of 40
years for the capital murder of Garda Horkan in June 2020. Picture: Collins Courts

Woman settles
case for €12m
A 27-year old woman with
cerebral palsy who sued over
the care she received after
her birth at a now closed
private maternity hospital in
Cork City has settled her
High Court action for €12m.

Jane Har te ’s mother
Olivia afterwards described
it as “life- changing” for her
daughter.
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UKdeal‘willnot
hit Irish exports’
Enterprise Ireland CEO Leo
Clancy is not concerned
about the impact UK trade
deals might have on Irish ex-
ports, saying long-distance
deals will not impact Ire-
land’s main exports to the
UK. Last month, the UK
joined the Indo-Pacific trad-
ing bloc, hailing it as its big-
gest trade deal since Brexit.
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Landmark properties to house refugees
Last year , Hyde Park

House, owned bywell-known
business couple Jerry and
Patricia ‘Tric’ Carey, was
taken off the market after
being put up for sale with a
guide price of just under
€2m. The Department of
Children confirmed it receiv-
ed offers of accommodation
in relation to the properties.
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Middle Glanmire Rd, are
being considered by the Gov-
ernment for use as tempor-
ary accommodation venues.

Hyde Park House has
undergone substantial reno-
vation work, in anticipation
of the arrival of refugees,
while it is understood work
has also begun on the former
convalescent home which
sold in March for €2.15m.

Catherine Shanahan
Deputy Property Editor

Two landmark Montenotte
properties, each worth €2m,
with historic links to some of
Cork’s wealthiest business
dynasties, are being prepped
to house Ukrainian refugees.

Hyde Park House and the
former Clifton Convalescent
Home, neighbours on the

Plant
explosion
victim
fights for
his life
■ Calls for full safety review of
Stryker operations in East Cork
Eoin English

The family of a father of
three young children is
maintaining a bedside vigil
as he fights for his life follow-
ing the industrial accident at
a Stryker plant in Cork.

Calls are mounting for a
full safety review of the glo-
bal medical devices giant’s
operations in East Cork fol-
lowing the incident which
left the 41-year-old on life
suppor t with extensive
burns to around 70% of his
body. He was rushed to Cork
University Hospital where
he underwent emergency
surgery, was placed on life
support, andwas transferred
later to Dublin for ongoing
treatment.

He and another man suf-
fered burn and blast injuries
in a mini-explosion as they
worked on the roof of the
Anngrove plant just after
1pm on Tuesday. Employees
of external contractors, they
were carrying out mainten-
ance or repairs to vents on
the roof when the blast oc-
curred.

I t has emerged that
Stryker has refused to en-
gage with trade union Siptu
at the Anngrove plant which
is now the focus of a major
health and safety probe fol-
lowing the accident.

The company has also ef-
fectively ignored two 2019
Labour Court recommen-
dations that it should recog-
nise and engage with the
union at its other two plants
in East Cork, where Siptu
members made a protected
disclosure in 2021 in relation
to major health and safety
concerns.

This is despite the fact that
the company engages with
Siptu at its Limerick facility,
and at a recently acquired
plant in Macroom, Co Cork,
where negotiations on a pay
deal concluded earlier this
year.

The Irish Examiner has
also learned that the Labour
Court issued a recommen-
dation yesterday that the
company recognise Siptu as
the representative of some 80
staff at the facility where the
industrial incident occurred
less than 24 hours earlier.

The union has now sought
an urgent meeting with
Stryker management amid
growing calls for a full safety
review of the company’s op-
erations in East Cork.

Cork East TD Seán Sher-
lock has called on Tánaiste

Micheál Martin, who opened
a massive extension at the
Anngrove facility last year,
to intervene.

“This is an IDA-backed
company,” saidMr Sherlock.
“I do believe that the min-
ister needs to intervene with
Stryker to ensure that we
can continue to maintain
jobs and ensure that workers
have a safe working environ-
ment.”

Siptu took three com-
plaints for union represen-
tation against Stryker to the
Labour Court — two in 2019
in relat ion to Stryker’s
plants at Tullagreen and
Springhill, near Carrigtwo-
hill, and the third earlier this
year in relation to the nearby
Anngrove plant.

The company did not at-
tend the hearings. The com-
plaints went uncontested.

The Labour Court issued
two recommendations in late
2019 that Stryker recognise
the union at the Tullagreen
and Springhill plants, but
there was no official engage-
ment.

The protected disclosure
about health and safety is-
sues came two years later.

Fol lowing the Labour
Court’s recommendation
yesterday, Siptu sector orga-
niser Neil McGowan said the
union has now written to
management seeking an ur-
gent meeting to discuss the
safety concerns of workers
on the three Stryker sites in
Carrigtwohill.

The family of the critically
injured man, from a well-
known family in the Car-
rigtwohill area of Cork, has
asked people to pray for him,
describing him as “a kind,
mild-mannered family man,
with a loving wife, a baby, a
young child, and a stepson
who are his world”.

“His devoted parents, wife
and siblings are devastated
and keeping vigil at the hos-
pital,” the family said in a
statement to RedFM.

Operations at Anngrove
resumed yesterday following
an inspection by the Health
and Safety Authority (HSA).
Its probe is expected to focus
on the vent and its filters,
and on how often they were
cleaned or replaced.

Stryker said it is in com-
munication with the families
of both injured men.

“We continue to work
closely with the HSA as they
carry out their invest i -
gations into the incident,”
said a spokesperson.

Stryker’s Anngrove plant in Carrigtwohill, Co Cork, where the
incident occurred. Picture: Eddie O’Hare

New sexual violence figures ‘shocking’
lifetime and one in five will
experience non-consensual
sexual intercourse, which is
rape”.

Sexual Violence Centre
Cork director Mary Crilly
called for a change in the
legal system and stronger
penal t ies , saying some
people feel they can get away
with abusing people.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
described the statistics as
shocking.

“I think it’s about the way
people behave, the way
people interact with each
other, what people teach
their kids, what people per-
ceive to be acceptable in
their peer groups,” he said.
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The findings include:
■ 52% of women and 28% of
men have experienced sex-
ual violence;
■ Four times more women
(21%) than men (5%) re-
ported experiencing non-
consensual sex;
■ 78% of adults who experi-
enced sexual violence at
least once knew the perpe-
trator.

The report also found only
47% of those who experi-
enced sexual violence told
someone about it.

The National Women’s
Council said it is “dismayed
but not surprised” at the
figures which show “one in
two women will experience
sexual violence during their

Niamh Griffin and
Ciara Phelan
New sexual violence stat-
istics, including that 20% of
women have been forced into
sex to which they did not
consent, have prompted de-
mands for a change in the
legal system and stronger
penalties.

The most comprehensive
study on sexual violence
since the Savi report 20 years
ago has seen the CSO com-
pile responses from more
than 4,500 men and women.

Among those were 500
people who disclosed for
the first time that they had
been subjected to sexual viol-
ence.

Developer Robin
Power dies
Dentist-turned international
property developer Robin
Power has died.

The Corkman cut his teeth
promoting showbands while
a student, cut US property
dealswith the likes of Donald
Trump, and carved out an
early empire in Ireland, Brit-
ain, and the US, worth €285m
at its peak.
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Warning on health
dangers of vaping

Iconic building
close to sale

Serious risks
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To Make The Most Of Your Home & Garden This Spring
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