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One-third of students in uni-
versities and colleges are expe-
riencing “serious” financial
problems, according to a new
survey.

Accommodation is the sin-
gle largest source of expendi-
ture among students in higher
education, with average rents
reaching ¤469 a month, up
from ¤415 when the last sur-
vey was conducted in 2019.

The scale of financial hard-
ship is highlighted as a “cause
forconcern”intheEurostudent
report, published by the Higher
Education Authority (HEA),
which surveyed more than
21,000 students about their so-
cialand livingconditions.

The volume of students ex-
periencing serious financial
difficulties (33 per cent) is up
significantly on the report’s
findings in 2019 (26 per cent).

The overall average month-
ly income for all students was
¤1,122, while average monthly
expenditure was ¤1,340.

For large numbers of stu-
dents, expenditure exceeds in-
come with most reliant on fi-
nancial support from their
family or, in the case of older
students, their partners to fill
this gap.

Working
The survey found that most
full-time students are working
in paid jobs during term time
(57 per cent), with female stu-
dents more likely to have a job
than male students.

Students who do not work
during term-time are more
likely to receive funding from
their parents.

Students with jobs said they
spent an average of 17 hours a
week in employment. Most stu-
dents said they worked to cov-
er living costs and about half
of full-time students agreed
they would not be able to af-
ford to study without their job.

The impact of the pandemic
has also left its mark on the stu-
dent population. A majority
(59 per cent) said the Covid-19
pandemic had a negative im-
pact on their motivation at a
time when many lectures
switched online.

Part-time students, post-

graduate students and older
students weremore likely to re-
port that the pandemic had no
impact on their motivation.

Similarly, a majority (58 per
cent) expect a negative impact
of the pandemic on their men-
tal health. Female students
were more likely to report
such an impact, while younger
students weremore likely to re-
port negative expectations of
the impact of the pandemic on
their mental health.

Happy
Despite these findings, stu-
dents overall appear to be rela-
tively happy. A majority (56
per cent) say they are either
happy or extremely happy,
while 3 per cent say that they
are extremely unhappy.

When asked about the
amount of time spent on per-
sonal study, postgraduate stu-
dents on average spent longer
(almost 25 hours per week)
compared to undergraduates
(18 hours).

Thestudyalsoconfirms find-
ings of research elsewhere
which shows that higher levels
of parental education and
wealth correspond with direct
entry into higher education.

Ireland has a low rate of stu-
dents taking part in a tempo-
rary study abroad. Just 4 per
cent have done so, while 5 per
cent are preparing for a study
period abroad.

Finances, time away from
family and language compe-
tence are most cited barriers.

Overall, the study finds that
the number of students en-
rolled in Irish higher educa-
tion has increased by 6 per
cent since 2019.

The greatest proportion of
students are full-time, domes-
tic undergraduates under 23
years of age.

HEA chief executive, Dr
Alan Wall, said there was a
need to better respond to the
learning needs of all citizens
through more flexible pro-
grammes along with new en-
try and progression pathways.

“Promoting access to higher
education for disadvantaged
groups will be particularly im-
portant in order to meet the
high-levelskillsneedsofemploy-
ers as Irish enterprise moves up
thevaluechain,”he said.
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JACK HORGAN-JONES

An Oireachtas committee is
planning further scrutiny of the
botched secondment of former
chief medical officer Dr Tony
Holohan after a fractious hear-
ing with the top civil servant in
the Department of Health.

The department’s secretary
general, Robert Watt, sought to
drawa line under the controversy
at yesterday’s meeting but com-
mittee members said it left things
more“muddled”thanbefore.

Finance committee chair,
John McGuinness, told The Irish
Timesthatitwouldconsidernext
steps after the session yesterday
when Mr Watt said he rejected
most of the findings of an inde-
pendentreport ontheprocess.

“We need to take a step fur-
ther,”Mr McGuinnesssaid, add-
ing the committee would com-
pare Mr Watt’s evidence with
that supplied by others about

the secondment plan and would
consider holding more sessions
and producing its own report.

“If anything, we’re more
muddled about things than we
were beforehand, with the only
document of clarity being the in-
dependent report.”

Tenseexchanges
The meeting saw tense ex-
changes between Mr Watt and
members, with Mr McGuinness
accusing Mr Watt of being “ar-
rogantly dismissive of the re-
port”. Mr Watt said it was “not
fair to suggest that I’m not here
in good faith”.

Mr Watt also said he accept-
ed the “bona fides” of other sen-
ior figures, such as the Tá-
naiste’s chief of staff, Deirdre
Gillane, who had said informa-
tion given by Mr Watt about
when she knew about the se-
condment was “inaccurate”.

During the hearing, Mr Watt

defended the process leading to
the secondment and a contro-
versial plan to link ¤2 million in
annual research funding to the
planned post for Dr Holohan.
He said an effort to inform Min-
ister for Health, Stephen Don-
nelly, of the plan fell foul of a
“hack” of his laptop.

A spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Communications
said the National Cyber Security
Centre occasionally technically
examines devices of persons as a
precaution. “Minister Donnel-
ly’s device was examined at the
time in question and no signs of
compromise were found.”

A spokesman for Mr Donnel-
ly said he and his officials were
advised not to use their devices
for a period at the time.
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Poor levels of vaccine uptake
amonghealthcare workers, pa-
tient safety concerns at some
HSE facilities and increased
staff turnover that “out-
stripped all expectations” are
among a string of issues the
agency’s new chief executive,
Bernard Gloster, was warned
about before taking the post.

Internal briefings prepared
for Mr Gloster, who took up
the job last month, offer an in-
dication of stark challenges
facing the health service.

He assumed the role amid
the recruitment and retention
crisisandinthewakeofunprec-
edented overcrowding in Irish
hospitals due to a surge in res-
piratoryvirusesincluding influ-
enza,Covid-19andRSV(respir-
atory syncytial virus).

While the HSE had said
there has since been a “signifi-
cant downward trend”, con-
cern remains in some quarters
about ongoing overcrowding
in some hospitals.

The Irish Nurses and Mid-
wives Organisation (INMO)
this week called for a plan to
tackle continued overcrowding
in Cork University Hospital and
MercyUniversityHospital.

The INMO separately
raised concern over the lifting
of mandatory mask-wearing
across healthcare settings yes-
terday. It said it wanted the
HSE to “assure staff that they
will be fully supported in the

event of serious outbreaks but
also if there is friction between
those who have differing
views on mask-wearing in
healthcare settings”.

On the first day of the new
guidelines, many staff and pa-
tients dispensed with masks
for the first time in three
years, though not in health-
care locations with Covid-19
outbreaks, and for aero-
sol-generating procedures.

There were 12 Covid hospi-
tal outbreaks last week, up
from 11 the previous week and
311 patients with Covid in hos-
pital yesterday. The situation
in nursing homes was 12 out-
breaks, down from 18.

‘Ongoingthreats’
The briefing documents for
MrGloster, drawn up in Febru-
ary, were released to The Irish
Times under the Freedom of
Information Act.

They set out “ongoing
threats” to public health in-
cluding vaccine uptake levels
among healthcare workers.

The briefing papers say:
“Poor vaccine uptake, particu-
larly among health and care
workers, has contributed to in-
creased risk of both Covid-19
and influenza cases and out-
breaks in settings with vulner-
able people.”

They add that this also in-
creased the “risk of high levels
of absenteeism in these impor-
tant services”.

The document does not set
out statistics for vaccination
uptake levels among workers.

INMOconcernedat liftingof mandatory
maskwearing across healthcare settings

Accommodation single largest source of
expenditure for students, survey finds

Number of students enrolled in higher
education has risen by 6% since 2019
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