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Kimone Francis/ 
Senior Staff Reporter

THE JAMAICA Confederation 
of Trade Unions (JCTU) has 
suggested that normality 

in the public sector in the com-
ing days will be dependent on 
the outcome of a meeting be-
tween trade unionists and the 
Ministry of Finance and the 
Public Service amid claims that 
the Government has breached 
the heads of agreement signed 
by the parties. 

The meeting is set for next week 
Wednesday. 

In a Gleaner interview on 
Tuesday, JCTU President Helene 
Davis Whyte said the union and 
the ministry were not able to reach 
a resolution last Thursday when 
the involved parties met.

She said that the finance and the 
public service ministry, through 
several circulars, instructed gov-
ernment ministries, departments 
and agencies not to make pay-
ments related to duty allowance 
and increments.

“Those were issues that were 
never discussed or agreed with 
the Government. So, it is in that 
context that we deem it to be a 
breach of the heads of agreement,” 
said Davis Whyte.

Added to that, she said there 
are also concerns related to issues 
involving the payment of mileage.

“They have sent out instructions 
to say payments should not be 
made. I have not had any infor-
mation yet on the increments, but 
certainly, in respect to the duty 
allowance and the mileage, the 
various departments have made 

changes based on what these 
circulars have said, and so they 
have not been paying the duty 
allowance and aspects of mileage,” 
the union head said.

She said that increments, which 
are performance based, were 
due in 2022, but that instruc-
tions have been sent out not 
to pay any for the three-year 
implementation period.

Davis Whyte said that the 
JCTU has taken note of 
this and is “waiting to 
see” what will happen. 

She said that while 
it is not immediately 
clear how many 
public sector work-
ers are affected 
by the non-pay-
ment of mile-
age and duty 

allowance, workers are concerned.
Davis Whyte also indicated that 

there are several anomalies with 
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WESTERN BUREAU:
JAMAICA’S CRUISE shipping 
industry, which was upended 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, is 
rebounding strongly, welcoming 
nearly 900,000 passengers last 
year and forecasting to welcome 
1.4 million this year.

This was revealed by Tourism 
Minister Edmund Bartlett during 
his Sectoral Debate presentation 
on Tuesday.

Bartlett credits pent-up demand 
for the industry’s buoyancy, pro-
jecting the trend will continue 
throughout 2023.

“The global cruise industry has 
made a remarkable recovery in 
2022 and Jamaica has also expe-
rienced an uptick in cruise passen-
gers,” he stated.

“I am proud to announce that 
Royal Caribbean International (RCI) 
has committed to increasing the 
number of passengers to Jamaica 
in 2023, while strengthening its 
training partnership with the 
Caribbean Maritime University 
(CMU),” he added.

The tourism minister noted that 
the resurgence of cruise shipping 
has triggered a significant increase 
in interest in homeporting. In fact, 
he noted that tour operator com-
pany TUI is considering a second 
vessel to homeport in Port Royal, 
east Kingston, while German cruise 
line Aida Cruises is continuing to 
homeport in Montego Bay. 

“As a result, Jamaica’s homeport-
ing opportunities have expanded, 
and we have seen a rise from 25 
to 40 per cent in pre-/post-cruise 
extension visits,” Bartlett said.

He revealed that the destination 
– which earned about US$3.7 billion 
from welcoming 3.3 million cruise 
and stopover visitors in 2022, repre-
senting a 117 per cent increase over 
the previous year – has also secured 
a historic number of airlifts.

“I am thrilled to share our destina-
tion’s positive progress and growth 
in improving airlift and connectiv-
ity. The last financial year has wit-
nessed an unprecedented increase 
in flight numbers with 20,519 flights, 
compared to 14,628 in the previ-
ous year; an impressive addition of 
5,891 flights or 1,137,668 additional 
seats. This tremendous growth is a 
testament to the hard work and 
dedication of all stakeholders in the 
industry,” Bartlett remarked.

HIGH DEMAND
The tourism minister attributed 

the high demand and popularity 
of the destination for the addition 
of new routes by eminent airlines.

“These figures demonstrate 
the high demand and popular-
ity of our destination, which has 
resulted in the addition of new 
routes by prestigious carriers such 
as American Airlines, Frontier 
Airlines, Spirit Airlines, Arajet, and 
Edelweiss Airlines. Already Jamaica 
has secured 1.3 million air seats for 
the first quarter of 2023,” he said. 

According to him, the surge in 
visitor arrivals has been met with 
ambitious and proactive capital 
expenditure programmes at the 

Sangster International Airport in 
Montego Bay and the Norman 
Manley International Airport in 
Kingston. These programmes, he 
said, seek to enhance and expand 
the internal facilities of the airports 
as well as support runway and 
apron expansion and rehabilita-
tion works.

The minister highlighted that 
more locals are getting a share 
of the tourism pie, “most notably 
through the Airbnb accommoda-
tion subsector”.

“Approximately 29 per cent of 
the 2.6 million stopover tourists 
visiting our beautiful island in 2022 
would have had the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in the unique 
experiences provided by our shar-
ing economy,” Bartlett revealed. 
“This is a trend that we should all 
welcome and embrace because it 
means that more Jamaicans with 
homes, apartments and villas are 
contributing to the value chain 
of local tourism. This not only 

broadens the range of industry 
participants but also provides a 
larger slice of the pie for a greater 
number of Jamaicans.”

But he bemoaned that since the 
shutdown of the sector in March 
2020, the country has experienced 
a massive exodus of workers, who 
had to find new roles outside the 
industry, causing the ministry to 
conduct a labour market study to 
address current and future issues 
within the sector.

“The study will assess the hiring 
arrangements, salaries, benefits, 
skill sets, and training require-
ments for various positions in the 
sector. The study will also provide 
recommendations for intervention 
by the Ministry of Tourism and its 
public bodies,” he disclosed.

He also emphasised that the 
advancement of technology has 
greatly transformed the travel sec-
tor and encouraged the workforce 
and potential tourism workers “to 
prepare for the change”.

“The post-COVID industry 
requires a diverse range of tal-
ents, including those in fields like 
nuclear science, robotics, and 
nanotechnology. The future of 
work in tourism will significantly 
transform the sector, as machine 
intelligence and the Internet 
of Things will revolutionise the 
way basic services are provided,” 
Bartlett added.

He argued that this transforma-
tion is expected to eliminate 70 
per cent of informal activities in 
tourism that pay lower remuner-
ation, paving the way for more 
skilled and higher-paying job 
opportunities.
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SMOOTH SAILING
Cruise industry set to welcome 1.4m visitors 

this year as tourism sector picks up pace
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SEVERAL “RED flags” in the 
spending of $619 million be-
tween June 2020 and November 
2021 by the Ministry of Health & 
Wellness for accommodation to 
quarantine persons with COVID-
19 or those exposed to the virus 
may trigger another audit by the 
Auditor General’s Department 
(AuGD).

This conclusion was arrived at 
after St Catherine South Eastern 
Member of Parliament Robert 
Miller questioned if any misappro-
priation of funds was discovered 
in an earlier compliance audit by 
the AuGD.

Responding to the query, 
Auditor General Pamela Monroe 
Ellis told members of the Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC) of 
Parliament on Tuesday that “there 
are several red flags that suggest 

that a different type of audit is 
required”.

“Based on information coming 
to me [on Monday], I mentioned 
the $619 million, which is still of 
concern to me. It would require a 
different audit, Member, before I 
can respond conclusively,” she said.

Monroe Ellis told the committee 
that she requested and received 
only Monday a printout of the 
total payments made by the health 
ministry.

Dunstan Bryan, permanent sec-
retary in the Ministry of Health & 
Wellness, who was upset over the 
findings of the Compliance Audit 
Compendium Report on COVID-
19 Expenditure, which was tabled 
in Parliament in January, said his 
ministry believes in the rule of law 
and good governance.

Bryan and Monroe Ellis engaged 
in a spirited verbal tussle over the 

Bryan, Monroe 
Ellis wrangle over 
$619m spent for 

COVID quarantine
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A woman keeps a watchful eye on three young boys inside the seaside JAG Myers Municipal Park in Black River, 
St Elizabeth, last Thursday. Users of the park are concerned after a crocodile came ashore recently to sunbathe, 
causing everyone to flee in fright. See related story on Page A2. IAN ALLEN/PHOTOGRAPHER
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