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WASHINGTON — The House
on Wednesday narrowly passed
Republicans’ bill to raise the debt
ceiling while cutting spending and
unraveling major elements of
President Biden’s domestic
agenda, in a G.O.P. bid to force Mr.
Biden to negotiate over spending
reductions or risk a catastrophic
debt default.

Facing his most significant
challenge since being elected to
his post, Speaker Kevin McCarthy
barely cobbled together the votes
to pass the bill, which was ap-
proved 217 to 215 along party lines.

The legislation would raise the
debt ceiling into next year in ex-
change for freezing spending at
last year’s levels for a decade — a
nearly 14 percent cut — as well as
rolling back parts of Mr. Biden’s
landmark health, climate and tax
law, imposing work requirements
on social programs, and expand-
ing mining and fossil fuel produc-
tion.

Even Republicans conceded
that their legislation was headed

nowhere; Mr. Biden has threat-
ened to veto it, and the measure is
dead on arrival in the Democratic-
led Senate. Without action by Con-
gress to raise the debt limit, which
is projected to be reached as early
as this summer, the U.S. govern-
ment faces a potentially cata-
strophic default.

But House Republicans re-
garded the vote as a crucial step to
strengthen their negotiating posi-
tion against Mr. Biden amid ques-
tions about whether Mr. McCar-
thy would be able to unite his frac-
tious conference to pass any fiscal
outline at all.

“We lifted the debt limit; we’ve
sent it to the Senate; we’ve done
our job,” Mr. McCarthy declared
following the vote, visibly pleased
with the outcome after a dayslong
slog to rally Republicans around
the plan.

Pushing through a debt limit in-
crease was always going to be a 
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The day before Dominion Vot-
ing Systems’ defamation trial
against Fox News was set to begin
in a Delaware courthouse, the Fox
board of directors and top execu-
tives made a startling discovery
that helped lead to the breaking
point between the network and
Tucker Carlson, one of its top
stars.

Private messages sent by Mr.
Carlson that had been redacted in
legal filings showed him making
highly offensive and crude re-
marks that went beyond the in-
flammatory, often racist com-
ments of his prime-time show and
anything disclosed in the lead-up
to the trial.

Despite the fact that Fox’s trial
lawyers had these messages for
months, the board and some sen-
ior executives were now learning
about their details for the first
time, setting off a crisis at the
highest level of the company, ac-
cording to two people with knowl-
edge of the discussions.

The discovery added pressure
on the Fox leadership as it sought
to find a way to avoid a trial where
Mr. Carlson — not to mention so
many others at the network —
would be questioned about the
contents of the private messages
they exchanged in the aftermath
of the 2020 presidential election.

Two days after the board’s dis-
covery, Fox settled the Dominion
case for $787.5 million, believed to
be the highest for a defamation
trial.

Several people with knowledge
of Fox’s discussions said the re-
dacted messages were a catalyst
for one of the most momentous de-
cisions Fox and its leaders — the
father-son team of Rupert and
Lachlan Murdoch — had made in
years: to sever ties with the host
of their highest-rated and highly
profitable prime-time program
and a face of the network in the
Trump era.

The company dismissed him on
Monday, with a phone call from
Suzanne Scott, the chief executive
of Fox News Media.

In the end, according to one of
the people with knowledge of the
internal discussions, Lachlan
Murdoch viewed forcing out Mr.
Carlson as a “business decision,”
just as he did the Dominion settle-
ment.

Fox had no comment beyond its
initial statement announcing that
“Fox News Media and Tucker
Carlson have agreed to part
ways.”

Mr. Carlson and Bryan Freed-
man, a lawyer representing him,
did not respond to requests for
comment.

On Wednesday night, Mr. Carl-
son posted a video on Twitter,
speaking publicly for the first time
since getting pushed out. Mr. Carl-
son did not address his exit from
Fox, but railed against “com-
pletely irrelevant” debates on TV
and said: “Both political parties
and their donors have reached
consensus on what benefits them 
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The writer E. Jean Carroll on
Wednesday told a Manhattan jury
a harrowing story of being raped
in the mid-1990s by Donald J.
Trump in a department-store
dressing room — describing a bru-
tal attack that she tried to fight off
by stamping on his foot and that
has left her traumatized for dec-
ades.

Just before she began testifying
in federal court, the former presi-
dent infuriated the judge oversee-
ing the case by railing against the
proceeding on social media. Mr.
Trump, who has so far avoided the
trial, was not there as Ms. Carroll
related a tale she said she had
waited decades to tell.

“Being able to get my day in
court, finally, is everything to me,”
she said, her shaky voice rising.
“I’m happy. I’m glad that I got to
tell my story.”

Ms. Carroll spoke of an encoun-
ter that haunted her and ended
her romantic life for good.

“I was ashamed. I thought it
was my fault,” she said, describing
how she had initially been laugh-
ing and joking with Mr. Trump af-
ter she ran into him at Bergdorf
Goodman in Manhattan. “It was
high comedy. It was funny, and
then to have it turn into the . . . ”
Her voice then trailed off.

Ms. Carroll, 79, testified on Day
2 of the civil trial stemming from
the lawsuit she filed against Mr.
Trump last year under a New York
law that granted adult sexual as-
sault victims a one-year window
to seek redress for long-ago
events. Her suit, heard in federal
court because she and Mr. Trump 
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British antitrust regulators
dealt a major setback on Wednes-
day to Microsoft’s plans to acquire
the video game giant Activision
Blizzard for $69 billion, blocking
the proposed deal and handing a
notable win to government en-
forcers around the world who
want to rein in Big Tech.

With its ruling, Britain’s Compe-
tition and Markets Authority in-

flicted a possibly fatal blow to
what would be the largest con-
sumer tech acquisition since AOL
bought Time Warner two decades
ago. The agency said Microsoft’s
proposals to ensure that the acqui-
sition would not harm competition
“failed to effectively address the

concerns in the cloud gaming sec-
tor,” a nascent part of the gaming
industry.

The surprising ruling bolstered
an effort by the Federal Trade
Commission to block the deal in
the United States and was a clear
victory for proponents of regulat-
ing tech giants like Microsoft, Am-
azon, Apple, Google and Meta,
Facebook’s parent company.
Their efforts, fueled by fears that
the companies wield too much 
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A Win for Proponents of
Reining In Big Tech When Gov. Ron DeSantis of

Florida went to war against
Disney over what he labels its

“woke” corporate
sensibility and its
criticism of state
policies, Tim Wild-

mon was cheering from the
sidelines.

Mr. Wildmon, the president of
the American Family Associa-
tion, a right-wing religious orga-

nization, has more experience in
this area than most: In 1995, his
organization, which is known for
its opposition to L.G.B.T.Q.
rights, rallied a broad coalition of
evangelical groups to boycott
Disney after it extended family
benefits to gay employees.

But since then, Mr. Wildmon
has learned to temper his expec-
tations. After an early wave of
international media attention,
the boycott receded from the
headlines, and by the time Mr.
Wildmon officially pulled the
plug on it a decade later, it had
had little discernible impact on
Disney’s policies or revenues.

“It was very difficult to sustain
for more than three or four
years,” he said. “People move on.

When DeSantis Took On the Mouse, It Roared
By CHARLES HOMANS Disney Is Proving to Be 

a Wily Political Foil
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Francis approved changes Wednesday to give women a voice at a key bishops’ meeting. Page A9.
Pope Offers Women a Vote

DHAROKI, India — The girls
arrive at the makeshift cricket
ground on their bicycles, a narrow
file of white athletic uniforms
breezing down a dirt track that
cuts through lush wheat fields in
India’s Punjab region. They wear
their names and numbers on their
backs, their hair tied in long, neat
braids. The youngest is 9, the old-
est 14.

It’s time for practice: a two-mile
run, a couple of hours of batting,
bowling and catching drills, and
lots of giggles. Overseeing it all is
Gulab Singh Shergill, a police offi-
cer by day, their manager, mentor
and champion by evening. The

girls, including his own daughter,
all refer to him as “veera,” mean-
ing elder brother in Punjabi.

But there would be no team, no
dream, without the women. When
someone is struck by a ball —
made of hard cork and leather —
Mr. Shergill’s mother, Harjeet
Kaur, is there to offer comfort until
the sobbing stops and the girl runs
back to the pitch. Mr. Shergill’s
wife, Kamaldeep Kaur, helps co-

ordinate with the 20-odd families
through the team’s WhatsApp
group. His sister, Jasvir Kaur, acts
as a physical therapist of sorts:
tummy rubs and deep breaths for
the 9-year-old who arrived for
practice after overindulging at a
wedding function, facedown
stretches for the girl struggling
with leg cramps.

For the girls, the daily routine is
an escape from the boredom of vil-
lage life. After each practice, they
lie in a circle, their backs to the
grass, their faces to the sky’s fad-
ing light. They close their eyes for
two minutes of silent reflection.

It’s about a lot more than
cricket.

Batting practice for the girls’ cricket team managed by Gulab Singh Shergill, a police officer, in the rural Punjabi village of Dharoki.
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In India, It’s Their Turn for Big-League Dreams
By MUJIB MASHAL A New Cricket League

Opens Doors Long
Closed to Girls
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A Polish town that was once part of
Germany, then occupied by the Soviets,
now shies from its history. PAGE A4
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Forgetting a Dark Past
Anna Wintour remembers the designer
Karl Lagerfeld, and how she has worn
his creations to some of the most impor-
tant events in her life. PAGE D6
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A Love Story in Clothes

President Biden vowed that any nucle-
ar attack on South Korea by North
Korea would “result in the end” of the
government in Pyongyang. PAGE A16
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U.S. Bolsters Umbrella
While federal funds and aid groups can
ease the sting of major losses, small
expenses burden flooding victims
trying to rebuild their lives. PAGE B1
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The Hidden Costs of Disasters
The Africa Center in Harlem has
emerged with new leadership and a
new optimism. It has the plans and
space to grow, but can it raise the funds
to carry out its ambitions? PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

An Institution Reimagined

Representatives voted to bar a recently
elected transgender lawmaker from the
House chamber for the rest of the legis-
lative session. PAGE A17

Montana Legislator Punished

The San Francisco bank is sitting on big
losses and paying more to borrow than
it is making on its loans. PAGE B1

First Republic’s Shaky Future

Historians and archivists are excited
and concerned about a Dutch plan to
make public the files of people who
were accused of collaborating with the
Nazis during World War II. PAGE C1

Releasing Nazi-Era Records

Charles M. Blow PAGE A25

OPINION A24-25A leaked document contains the unsub-
stantiated claim that the Russian leader
underwent chemotherapy. PAGE A8

Speculation on Putin’s Health
With a rout of Arsenal, it is only a mat-
ter of time before Pep Guardiola’s squad
claims the Premier League. PAGE B8
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A Relentless Manchester City

New York’s governor wants to increase
incentives for film and television
producers to keep them from fleeing,
but the program has critics. PAGE A14

Mixed Reviews for Film Breaks
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Today, clouds and sun, a morning
shower, high 63. Tonight, some
clouds, dry, low 50. Tomorrow, some
sun early, becoming cloudy, high 60.
Weather map appears on Page A20.


