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On the night of April 11, 2022, the 
Gumbi family were asleep when a mass 
of mud, water and huge rocks came 
crashing on to their ngcolosi home west 
of Durban.

three young cousins, Lubanzi 
Gumbi, 8, Slindokuhle Gumbi, 13, and 
Asanda Cele, 13, were swept away. their 
bodies have not been recovered.

the family moved to uMlazi days 
after their home was devastated. 

Speaking to The Mercury ahead of the 
one-year anniversary of the April floods, 
grandmother nokuthula Gumbi said 
everything happened so fast that night.

She said there was a large pipe behind 
their home that overflowed with water, 
destroying the back of the house.

She said all three children were sleep-
ing on the floor when the water came 
rushing in and she attempted to save 

Lubanzi, who was near her, but she 
could not hold on to her. 

the distraught grandmother said she 
still had flashbacks of what happened, 
adding that they had done all they could 
to search for children.

“It still hurts to this day. I lost three 
grandchildren, and no pain equates to 
that. I couldn’t sleep for months after 
the event because I kept thinking about 
them,” she said.

the mother of Lubanzi Gumbi, Phil-
ile Gumbi, said she constantly thinks 
about her daughter and her cousins. 

Philile added that she sometimes 
thinks they will just turn up or they will 
get a call from the police saying they’ve 
been found.

“Seeing other kids playing in the 
street just brings back the memory of 
Lubanzi because I just imagine her play-
ing with them. even though it has been 
a year since we lost her, she is never far 
from my thoughts,” Philile said.

She added that it would have been 
better if they had found some remains 
so they could bury them.

“Life has not been the same since 
that incident, it has been very difficult 
for us as a family. We searched all over 
ngcolosi, a search-and-rescue (team) 
helped, but with no success. 

“I also wish the police had responded 
immediately so maybe we could have 
found something,” she said.

Senzelwe Mzila, spokesperson for the 
provincial Department of Co-operative 
Governance and traditional Affairs, said 
the government had assisted families 
whose loved ones were lost in the April 
floods. 

he said disaster teams, together with 
other stakeholders did all that was pos-
sible to find missing people. he added 
that it was unfortunate that after a year 
some people had not been found.

“A lot of co-ordinated support from 
the government and other stakeholders 

was given to people who lost their loved 
ones,” said Mzila.

Provincial Department of Social 
Development spokesperson Mhlaba 
Memela said the department had been 
in contact with the flood victims, sup-
porting them in dealing with trauma.

“We have been supporting families 
who were affected by floods last year and 
we are appealing to the people who were 
affected to come forward. It has been a 
difficult time for families who lost their 
loved ones and it will take a long time 
for families to recover. It is a very painful 
situation, but we are still saying that 
those who need help must not hesitate 
to contact us,” Memela said.

Among other children who remain 
missing are:

 ¡ Asemahle Anele Mazeka, 15, swept 
away when her home in Amaoti, 
north of Durban, was flooded.

 ¡ Sandisa Myeni, 8, also swept away 
in Amaoti.

A year after the KZN floods, families seek answers

s T i l l  m i s s i n g

City questions ‘puzzling’ cut by Treasury

How The Mercury reported the floods 
a year ago.

AsAndA Cele, Lubanzi Gumbi and slindokuhle 
Gumbi who went missing when their home 
washed away last April have not been found 
yet. 

sAndisA Myeni, 8, was swept away 
in a flood in Amaoti.

AseMAHLe Anele Mazeka, 15, was 
swept away in a flood in Amaoti.

Thami magubane
thami.magubane@inl.co.za

OPPOSItIOn parties in ethekwini Metro 
are taking aim at mayor Mxolisi Kaunda, 
accusing him of dereliction of duty after 
revelations that a funding grant meant 
to improve the City’s infrastructure and 
services was slashed by R100 million.

the Urban Settlement Development 
Grant (USDG) was cut amid concerns 
that the City was failing to spend the 
money. the budget was reduced by 
R100m from R1.278 billion.

The Mercury has seen a letter from 
the national Department of human 
Settlements notifying the mayor that 
the grant had been cut by R100m. 

the letter from human Settlements 
Minister Mmamoloko Kubayi said the 
national treasury had instituted section 
18 (1)(b) of the division of revenue bill, 
which states that it may, at its discretion, 
stop the transfer of an allocation or a 
portion of it to a province or municipal-
ity if it anticipated that the municipality 
or province will substantially under-
spend on the grant allocation.

“the final decision by the national 
treasury has resulted in the  amount 
of R100m being stopped to ethekwini 
Municipality … the metro is hereby 
requested to submit a revised project list 
for the 2022/23 financial year post-re-
duction on the USDG,” the letter said.

It asked the municipality to submit 
the revised project list within 10 work-
ing days.

But the City disputed claims that the 
metro had underspent, saying ethek-
wini remained the leading metro coun-
trywide in terms of spending the grant.

“this makes the decision by the 
national treasury and the Department 
of human Settlements to reduce the 
allocation for the Urban Settlement 
Development Grant both puzzling and 
disappointing,” the City said.

the City added that it has been 
spending 100% of its USDG for at least 
the past five years and was on track to 
spend 100% of the allocated funds by 
the end of June. At the end of February, 
it had already spent 54% of the initially 
allocated funds, it said.

“the decision to partially withdraw 

the funding is even more puzzling given 
that ethekwini had recently written to 
national treasury and the Department 
of human Settlements advising them 
about the City’s plans to spend the 100% 
allocation as the metro had done in the 
past. It is also unfortunate that the grant 
funding is being withdrawn during the 
year instead of at the end of the financial 
year, when the final spend for the year 
would have been clearer,” said the City.

the City said it would engage  fur-
ther with the two national departments.

DA councillor thabani Mthethwa 
said the funding reduction was disap-
pointing and that Kaunda should take 
full blame. “We always raise concerns to 
the mayor about lack of grants’ expend-
iture both in the finance committee and 
in the executive committee meetings. 
the mayor is always in denial, and must 
therefore take full responsibility for this 
injustice to the people of ethekwini.”

ActionSA councillor Zwakele 
Mncwango said the party would engage 
its legal team to explore options to force 
the current administration to face up to 
the City’s woes and present a plausible 
plan to resolve service delivery issues, 
and deal with internal corruption.

“ActionSA notes with great concern 
the behaviour of ethekwini’s mayor 
Kaunda where he publicly snubbed the 
reality of ethekwini on social media, 
ignoring that the metro is facing a cri-
sis following the human settlements 
minister’s confirmation that national 
treasury has reduced the budget by 
R100m from the R1.278bn allocated for 
the development of urban settlements 
within the City. 

“this comes after ethekwini spent 
only 6.59% of its 2021/22 budget for 
maintaining ageing infrastructure, and 
infrastructure damaged due to theft, 
vandalism and the April, 2022 floods,” 
Mncwango said.

he said it was shocking that Kaunda 
continued to downplay the fact that the 
City was buckling under basic service 
delivery issues that included dilapidated 
infrastructure, mismanagement and 
underspending of its allocated budget 
– not to mention that it has failed to 
provide flood victims with sustainable 
housing.

EThekwini 
Metro loses  
R100m grant 
funding

nTombi nkosi
ntombi.nkosi@inl.co.za

tOP South African police officers are 
working with their tanzanian counter- 
parts to finalise the legal processes required 
to bring fugitive “Facebook Rapist”  
thabo Bester and his accomplices to 
justice.

Over the weekend, Bester, his part-
ner, Dr nandipha Magudumana, and a 
Mozambican national, Zakaria Alberto, 
were arrested in Arusha, tanzania.

Bester has been on the run since his 

dramatic escape from Mangaung Max-
imum Security Prison in May last year 
in which he allegedly faked his death. 

Yesterday, police confirmed the arrest 
of two more suspects, a former G4S 
employee and a man believed to be 
Magudumana’s father, in connection 
with Bester’s escape from the prison.

Police arrested a 39-year-old former 
G4S employee at his residence in Bloem-
fontein on Saturday and a 65-year-old 
man from Port edward in KwaZulu-na-
tal on Friday. 

A multidisciplinary team investigat-

ing the escape apprehended the duo 
over the weekend; they are due in the 
Bloemfontein Magistrate’s Court today.

national police spokesperson Brig-
adier Athlenda Mathe said: “Both sus-
pects have been charged with aiding and 
abetting a convicted prisoner to escape 
from lawful custody.”

She added that the delegation led 
by SAPS Deputy national Commis-
sioner responsible for Policing, Lieu-
tenant-General tebello Mosikili, were in 
Arusha, tanzania, “to bring Bester and 
his accomplices to South Africa”.

national police commissioner Gen-
eral Fannie Masemola welcomed the 
latest arrests and confirmed the possibil-
ity of more arrests cannot be ruled out.

the brother of Magudumana, nko-
sinathi Sekeleni, has admitted knowing 
about the relationship between Bester 
and his sister. In an interview with a 
radio station last month, he said he 
spoke out after a fallout with his sister, 
but since then the matter was taken to 
court and resolved. he said at the time 
that he did not know the whereabouts 
of his sister or Bester.

Bester escaped from prison in May 
last year but at the time, Correctional 
Services said it was believed that he had 
died in a fire in a cell. he had been serv-
ing a life sentence for rape and murder.

his escape only came to light after a 
media outlet reported he had been spot-
ted in a mall months after his “death”.

Correctional Services confirmed last 
month that he had escaped as DnA tests 
had shown that the burnt body in his 
cell was not him. Police have opened a 
murder docket in connection with the 
body found.

T h a b o  b e s T e r  s a g a

Duo held, but more arrests in ‘Facebook Rapist’ case not ruled out

Thabo bester  |  Twitter
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