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Revealed: black and Asian cancer 
patients wait longer for diagnosis

 Andrew Gregory 
Health editor

  Black and Asian people in England 
have to wait longer for a cancer 
 diagnosis than white people, with 
some forced to wait an extra six 
weeks, according to a  “disturbing” 

analysis of NHS waiting times.  The 
damning review of the world’s largest 
primary care database by the Uni-
versity of Exeter and the Guardian 
discovered minority ethnic patients 
waited longer than white patients in 
six of seven cancers studied.  

Race and health leaders  called 
the results  “deeply concerning” and 
“absolutely unacceptable”.

The analysis of 126,000 cancer 
cases over a decade found the median 
time between a white person fi rst pre-
senting symptoms to a GP and getting 
diagnosed  was 55 days. For Asian 

people, it  was 60 days (9% longer). 
For black people,  61 days (11% longer).

Diagnosis delays may mean fewer 
treatment options  while starting 
treatment later may also mean it is 
less eff ective – reducing the odds 
of survival. Previous research had 
already shown that  minority ethnic 
patients have worse outcomes when 
it comes to some cancers in England 
and are less likely to report positive 
healthcare experiences.

 Some of the diff erences in wait 
times for specifi c cancers are incred-
ibly stark. The median time for white 

weeks’ wait for white people. In 
  myeloma , the third most common 
type of blood cancer, the median 
diagnosis wait time for white  people 
is 93 days. For black people, it is 127 
days –  more than a month longer.

The government and the NHS 
have repeatedly promised to tackle 
ethnic inequalities in healthcare. 
Experts say the fi ndings show  serious 
action is needed to understand how 
and why black and Asian people 
wait longer – and to prevent it from 
happening. “These fi nd-
ings are deeply worrying, 

‘These fi ndings are  
disturbing … but 
sadly not surprising’

 Jabeer Butt
 Race Equality Foundation

Pakistan’s  
fatal fl oods 
‘a climate 
dystopia’
 Shah Meer Baloch 
Islamabad

      A Pakistani minister  called the coun-
try’s deadly monsoon season “a 
serious climate catastrophe” and “a 
climate dystopia at our doorstep” 
yesterday as offi  cials said deaths from 
widespread fl ooding in  Pakistan   had 
passed 1,000 since mid-June. 

Flash fl oods intensifying in recent 
days have swept away villages, roads, 
bridges, people, livestock and crops 
across all four of its provinces. Paki-
stan has  appealed for international 
help as soldiers and rescue workers 
have evacuated stranded  people to 
relief camps and provided food to 
thousands of displaced people.

 The country’s National Disaster 
Management Authority said  yester-
day the death toll from the monsoon 
rains had reached 1,033, with 119 
killed in the previous 24 hours. It said 
this year’s fl oods were comparable to 
those of 2010 – the worst on record – 
when more than 2,000  people died 
and nearly a fi fth of the 
country was under water. 18 
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Exclusive Racial divide 
linked to inequalities of 
survival rates in England 

people to get a diagnosis for   oesoph-
agogastric  cancer – of the stomach 
or oesophagus –  is 53 days. For Asian 
people it is 100 days ,  more than six 
weeks on top of the median seven 
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