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Bandiana’s Army Base is reaching out to family
members of the 25 people killed in Australia’s worst
road-rail crash 75 years ago. A civilian driver and 24
military personnel were killed onMay 8, 1943 as the
bus theywere travelling in collidedwith a locomotive
on the Tallangatta Road level crossing. Chaplain
RichardWhereat, pictured, has been researching the
tragedy andwants to reach out to family members to
attend memorials planned for the anniversary.
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BILL’S BAKE
WODONGA Council distort-
ed and misrepresented the
facts of the Ombudsman’s
damning report into its $18
million overcharge of rate-
payers, says Bill Tilley.

Member for Benambra
said ratepayers should and

do expect more from their
councils, but mayor Anna
Speedie said council had not
breached the Local Govern-
ment Act or acted illegally.

“You don’t expect councils
to levy compulsory charges
because they are not ex-
pressly forbidden fromdoing
so,” Mr Tilley said.

“You also don’t expect
them to avoid being up front
with their communities be-
cause there might be a pub-
lic backlash.

“We should expect more
from elected councillors and
the staff they employ.”

Mr Tilley said Wodonga
ratepayers paid almost 50

per cent more in the waste
management charge than
was spent directly on waste
expenditure.

He said while council
might not have “technically”
committed an offence, it was
“difficult to see how they act-
ed in the public interest”.

Mr Tilley also condemned

Wodonga Council’s reaction
to the report, which did not
acknowledge any wrongdo-
ing and maintained council
had been transparent.

“Council’s response to the
report is simply a collection
of excuses and half-baked
justifications,” he said.

“Inmy view it is little more

than a failed attempt to dis-
tort and misrepresent the
facts of this damning report.

“It appears they have
learnt nothing from this ex-
perience.”

Cr Speedie said all revenue
raised by the levy was used
for waste-related services.
■ Continued: P2
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Ratepayers deserve better than 'excuses' from council: Tilley
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