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Partly Cloudy  74° / 48°

See Weather, Page 2
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Clarkdale makes site plan 
review a staff function
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Arizona House votes to restore some local 
rights to regulate short-term rentals
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something?
My Week TV Listings now 

will be added to our

Sunday edition

OR 0%/72 PLUS $1,250
Stk #B43551. One only at this price. Customer Cash and Manager’s Special is available to everyone. Conquest: Must show proof of a currently owned or lease 

(at least 30 days prior to new vehicle sale) a 2006 or newer non GM vehicle. 0% is for qualifi ed buyers. Some customers may not qualify. See dealer for complete details.
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Family Features

The spring season 
brings to mind 
fl owers blooming 
and plants 

springing back to life, making it the ideal time to enjoy fresh produce in meals throughout the day. Salads are of course one of the easiest ways to combine the fl avors of your favorite fruits and veggies, but you can take your greens to the next level with refreshing 

recipe ideas. 
Creating a cool, satisfying salad can be easy when you start with quality ingredients like Fresh Express salad blends, NatureSweet Cherubs Tomatoes and Litehouse dressings for versatile bases in a nearly endless array of options. For example, salads aren’t limited to lunch or appetizers – this Breakfast Salad Bowl makes for an energizing start to the day by combining classic salad 

ingredients with quinoa, bacon and avocado. 
Perfect for those busy weeknights, heartier salad recipes can also provide quick, simple dinner options. As a more traditional mix to enjoy at the family table, this Salmon and Grains Salad Bowl brings together salmon, tomatoes and chickpeas on a bed of lettuce topped with ranch dressing. 

myWEEKhome • food • entertainment

16 Pages • Verde Valley Newspapers, Inc.

A S K  T H E  C O N T R A C T O RPAINTING QUERIES BY THE GAZILLIONSThe weather is improving and the painting calls are coming in by the gazillions.  Here are a few from this week:
This is our first time being a home owner.  How do we keep our freshly painted walls clean?  Max, Cotton-wood

You can’t stop walls from attracting dirt, but you can preserve their newly-painted appearance and extend the life of your paint 

with a few good cleaning habits. Regular dusting regardless of paint type or sheen is in order. So before you do any washing, run the dust brush attachment of your vacuum over ceilings and walls, and wipe your walls down with a tack cloth or cheesecloth. For general washing several of our local painters said to wait at least two weeks after painting before using any water or cleaner on your walls. If you wash the walls, use a soft cloth or sponge with mild, soapy water. Wipe by applying gentle pressure in a cir-cular motion. Rinse with a clean, damp cloth 

afterward to remove any leftover cleaner. Too much water can ruin your paint finish, so remember light water – no soaking of the walls.  For spot cleaning to remove a scuff mark or stain, try mixing a paste of baking soda and water. Gently rub this solution over the problem area and then rinse and dry with a soft cloth. For hard-to-remove stains like grease splatters on kitchen walls, try a grease-cutting dishwashing soap mixed in warm water. It is important to make sure the cleaner won’t harm your paint finish so read 

SANDY GRIFFISYCCA

See YCCA, page 2
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WHO do you call when you need a contractor?WHO do you call when you want to confi rm a contractor is licensed?
WHO values you?WHO? YCCA, of course!
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BY HOWARD FISCHER
Capitol Media Services

PHOENIX -- Fueled by additional state 
dollars, Arizona schools are spending a 
greater percentage of their available dol-
lars this year in the classroom than last 
year.

New fi gures Wednesday from the Au-
ditor General's Offi  ce show that, on aver-
age, districts spent 54.7 percent of what 
they had on instruction. Th at's the third 
consecutive year with an increase in the 
past 15 years.

Auditor General Lindsey Perry said that 
also refl ects a 7.1 percent increase in the 
average teacher salary between the 2017-
2018 school year and the 2018-2019 year, 
bringing the fi gure to $52,441. Th ere are 
no fi gures yet for the current school year.

She also said school districts employed 
a total of 678 additional teachers.

But Perry said the percentage of total 
dollars spent in the classroom is still 3.9 
percentage points less than it was in 2004. 
Th e diff erence, she said, is that spending 
on other operational expenses, ranging 
from utilities and transportation to food 
services, have increased faster, "meaning 
that districts shifted spending from in-
struction to other areas.''

Arizona schools 
increase classroom 
spending for third 
straight year
Teacher salaries lag behind 
national average by $11,500

CORNVILLE – What be-
gan as an alleged dispute over 
money resulted in a Cornville 
man being shot Monday, ac-
cording to the Yavapai County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.

Yavapai County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce Public Aff airs Coordi-
nator  Dwight D’Evelyn said 
64-year-old Michael Snell was 
arrested and booked into the 
Camp Verde Detention Cen-
ter on  charges that include ag-
gravated assault with a deadly 

weapon, assault causing seri-
ous injury, burglary, threaten-
ing and trespassing. 

Snell is being held on a 
$125,000 bond.  

According to D’Evelyn, at 
about 10:15 p.m. Monday, 
deputies were dispatched to 
a weapons off ense call in the 
1400 block of South Chick 
Road in Cornville. 

Cornville man arrested 
for shooting neighbor

Yavapai County sheriff ’s deputies remained at the site of 
Monday’s alleged shooting throughout the night and into the day 
Tuesday to handle the follow-up investigation. VVN/Vyto StarinskasMichael Snell
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Th is March 6 issue will 
be the fi nal Friday edition 
of Th e Verde Independent
and Camp Verde Bugle. 
Th ere will continue to be 
print editions on Wednes-
days and Sundays, with 
new expanded content 
and special sections 
planned for those prod-
ucts.

Th e newspaper website, 
verdenews.com, will con-
tinue to be a seven-day, 
24-hour online news ser-
vice.

BY VYTO STARINSKAS
Staff Reporter

 Drug-related overdose deaths in Yavapai County spiked to 68 last year from 50 in 
2018 and 41 in 2017.

Th ose numbers are enough for Leslie Horton, director of 
Yavapai County Community Health Services, to sound the 

alarm. 
“Our meth deaths are actually rising steadily over 

the last several years,” Horton said. “Th ere’s been 
an extreme increase of overdose deaths in gen-
eral in the last year.”

Th e numbers are gathered each year for the 
Yavapai County Overdose Review Board to study 
trends.

A 17-year-old Cottonwood-area teenager be-

Cottonwood Fire Department Lt. Alex Lewis shows the Narcan nasal spray that 
his department and the Cottonwood Police offi  cers carry to revive victims during 
opioid overdoses. VVN/Vyto Starinskas

Drug-related deaths spike in 
Yavapai County in 2019

_________________
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A 17-y

Senate rejects 
change in 
consolidation 
election law

BY BILL HELM
Staff Reporter

PHOENIX — Th e Ari-
zona Senate voted 16-13 
Wednesday against a sin-
gle-canvass consolida-
tion election of the Min-
gus Union and Cotton-
wood-Oak Creek school 
districts.

Th is means that un-
less SB 1122 is recon-
sidered or attached as a 
striker to an existing bill, 
school district consolida-
tion will have to be con-
sidered with three diff er-
ent ballots for each of the 
impacted school districts.

Since 1957, a partner-
ship of Clarkdale-Jerome 
and Cottonwood-Oak 
Creek has made up the 
Mingus Union district. 

Andy Groseta and his 
Committee for Better Up-

BY BILL HELM
Staff Reporter

CAMP VERDE — Th ere are at least 
three ways to register a complaint 
against one of Camp Verde’s elected of-
fi cials, Council Member Robin Whatley 
pointed out Wednesday.

Speak at a council meeting during the 
call to the public, write your local news-
paper, or recall the council member.

Until Wednesday, the fourth way was 
to fi ll out the town’s citizen complaint 
form. But council voted 4-3 to indefi -
nitely suspend use of the form.

Th e form gave the public an oppor-
tunity to fi le a complaint against coun-

cil, or against town staff , but not against 
a council-appointed offi  cial such as it 
Planning and Zoning commissioners or 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals.

Before council’s vote, Mayor Char-
lie German said that if citizens “want to 
continually fi le complaints, spend staff  
and resource time, there’s other ways to 
solve those problems.”

“I am highly in favor that we suspend 
until we can decide what to do in a work 
session with our attorneys,” German 
said. “If they want to remove me, there’s 
a methodology.”

Joe Butner, Dee Jenkins and Bill LeB-

Camp Verde Council scraps 
complaint form — for now
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