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Thirty years as a nurse
Former district nurse Beryl Bartlett 
reflects on her more than 30 years in 
the role here, covering a territory from 
Court Street to Collector’s Hill — far 
different from her English home. 

 LIFESTYLE 17-18

Carifta door is still open
Donna Raynor is determined to give 
Carifta Games hopefuls who are  
yet to qualify every opportunity  
possible to seal their spot for the 
rescheduled event this summer.

 SPORT 30-32

Designing from abroad
Interior designer Jenn Butterworth moved 
to London a week before the pandemic  
hit last March, but she had always 
intended to continue to cater to all of  
her Bermuda clients virtually.

BUSINESS 9-12

Clear message to Putin
Joe Biden and Vladimir Putin, the US 
and Russian presidents, held their first 
conversation as leaders, in a phone call 
that underscores the troubled relations 
between the rival nations. 

 OVERSEAS 13-14
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n COVID-19 Health minister reveals more than 10,000 residents have registered for coronavirus vaccine

Jonathan Bell

More than 10,000 people have reg-
istered their interest in vaccination 
against the coronavirus, the health 
minister revealed last night. 

White people outnumbered Black 
people in getting vaccinated, with 5,430 
White, 1,534 Black, 889 mixed race and 
2,838 unspecified.

Ms Wilson said: “To reach herd im-
munity we need many more people to 
get vaccinated.”

Herd immunity will be achieved 
when 60 per cent to 70 per cent of the 
population get the jab.

David Burt, the Premier, welcomed 
the increase in the number of Black 
people who had registered.

He appealed to people to ignore bo-
gus social media advisories and to learn 
the science behind vaccines — which he 
said were safe.

Ms Wilson asked people to stop 
showing up at vaccine centres without 
an appointment.

She said walk-ins had caused signifi-

cant delays at the Prospect vaccine cen-
tre and asked people to wait their turn.

She confirmed that health and safe-
ty rules, including a 15-minute wait for 
monitoring after receiving the vaccine, 
were in place.

Epinephrine injectors are also on 
hand in case of a severe allergic reac-
tion.

Ms Wilson said 2,932 people had 
been vaccinated in the week to last Sat-
urday. She added 1,227 or 42 per cent 
were male and 1,705 or 58 per cent were 
female. 

A total of 608 people were aged 80 or 
over and 294 were rest home residents.

A total of 799 were essential workers 
— 34 per cent of all eligible and 602 of 
them healthcare workers — 25 per cent 
of those eligible. But Ms Wilson ad-
mitted: “We still have a long way to go 
before critical groups in high risk areas 
are safely vaccinated.” 

She added more vaccination centres 
were needed in addition to the Prospect 
centre and the hospital vaccination cen-
tre, which opened on Monday, if Ber-
muda was to reach its goal of 800 vac-

cinations a day and a total of 19,000 by 
the end of March. 

Ms Wilson said earlier that two new 
coronavirus cases were recorded yes-
terday out of 543 test results that came 
back to health officials.

There are now 30 active cases.
Five people are in hospital, but none 

are in intensive care and six people have 
recovered from the illness.

The two new positives were people 
who had recently travelled.

‘We still have a long way to go’
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Photograph by Blaire Simmons
Beautiful but invasive: Fletcher Nash, 2, and his mother, Sarah, look as a Pacific lionfish spreads its fins as the Bermuda 
Aquarium Museum and Zoo reopens its doors to the public. The BAMZ display on the lionfish explains its dangerous 
presence in the Atlantic, having few predators — beyond humans

Owain Johnston-Barnes

The public were warned yester-
day  to prepare themselves and 
their homes for possible hurri-
cane-force gusts tomorrow.

The Bermuda Weather Ser-
vice said that winds could reach 
gale force with hurricane-force 
gusts late tomorrow afternoon 
as a powerful low pressure sys-

tem approaches the island from 
the west.

The BWS marine forecast 
added the island could experi-
ence sustained winds of 46mph 
to 58mph, along with gusts of 75 
mph to 81mph.

Seas inside the reef were fore-
cast to reach 4ft to 7ft and seas of 
20ft to 30ft were predicted out-
side the reef.

A gale warning will be in ef-
fect from late tomorrow morn-
ing until the afternoon.

A storm warning will be in 
effect from tomorrow afternoon 
and into the night. The high 
winds were expected to ease over 
Friday and into Saturday.

A government spokeswom-
an said: “With the Bermuda 
Weather Service forecasting 

gale and storm force winds this 
week, the Ministry of National 
Security is advising residents to 
take the necessary safety precau-
tions around their homes.

“This includes securing any 
lawn furniture, outdoor potted 
plants, garbage bins or any other 
items that can be blown around 
during the high winds.”

Island braces for stormy weather

Owain Johnston-Barnes

The One Bermuda Alliance 
said yesterday it was “cautious-
ly optimistic” about proposed 
immigration changes — but 
highlighted that they were long 
overdue.

Jarion Richardson the Shad-
ow Minister of Labour, Home 
Affairs and Cabinet, said the 
problem of the shrinking work-
force had to be tackled.

He added: “It is heartening to 
see our governing party relax its 

alliance with populism, group 
think and ideology, at least on this 
topic. Our current economic re-
ality no longer allows for shallow 
thinking about complex topics.”

Mr Richardson also appealed 
the Government to reconsider 
the OBA’s controversial Path-
ways to Status proposals.

Mr Richardson  said: “A per-
son with no long-term residen-
tial security is a second-class 
citizen, knows he or she is and 
cannot reasonably be expected 
to commit to a place that will not 
commit to them. 

“Treating a person as a sec-
ond-class citizen hurts our econ-
omy, offends our reputation of 
hospitality, impugns our sense 
of dignity and respect, and ul-
timately, deprives our people of 
opportunities.”

Mr Richardson was speaking 
after Jason Hayward, the labour 
minister, warned that more im-
migration was needed to stop 
the island from “falling off the 
fiscal cliff”.

OBA: immigration 
changes overdue

‘It is heartening  
to see our  
governing party  
relax its alliance  
with populism,  
group think and 
ideology, at least  
on this topic

– Jarion Richardson

Owain Johnston-Barnes

Massive changes to the prima-
ry school system are needed to 
ensure pupils can reach their 
potential, the Commissioner of 
Education said last night.

Kalmar Richards added that 
the numbers did not add up on 
educational achievement.

Ms Richards said: “What 
we are finding is the number of 

our children who are excelling 
doesn’t match up with the fact 
that we know most of our chil-
dren are quite capable.”

She admitted the schools 
system was unable “to meet the 
needs of each and every child”.

Ms Richards said: “We need 
to position Bermuda’s young 
people to be able to compete 
locally and globally — and we 
need to do it now.”

Richards outlines 
school changes
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With BF&M’s website, you don’t have to leave home to access your BF&M Health, Pensions  
or personal insurance information. You can submit claims online, get quotes and buy or  
renew Home, Motor, Travel and Marine insurance. Interested in paying your premium online  
in instalments instead of one lump sum– even for Motor? With BF&M, you can. 

The BF&M difference?  
Insurance the way  

it should be. 
Visit bfm.bm

Get a quote,  
buy insurance, and 

make payments online.


