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MINOR HOCKEY

Powerful message
A Cape Breton woman 
whose family members 
were forced to attend  
residential school is hoping 
a new feature �lm can help 
survivors heal and  
non-Aboriginal people  
form understanding. 

Back to the books
After two seasons behind 
the bench of the Truro 
Bearcats major bantam 
hockey team — with great 
success in the position — 
Troy Fougere is stepping 
down to focus on his career 
as an educator. 

Streets to close for walk
on Saturday in Truro
TRURO — A Sexual Assault 
Awareness Walk will wind 
through the streets of Truro on 
Saturday.

Some streets will be closed a 
short period for the event, which 
begins at 2 p.m. A police escort 
will lead walkers from the Truro 
Farmers’ Market, down Prince 
Street, left onto Walker, left onto 
Queen, left onto Prince and back 
to the market. 

The walk is organized by the Col-
chester Sexual Assault Centre. It 
will be followed by an open mic 
and co�ee house inside the mar-
ket building from 3 to 5 p.m.

Everyone is welcome to take part 
in the walk or the open mic event 
that follows.
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n AWARENESS

BY LYNN CURWIN
TRURO DAILY NEWS

TRURO, N.S.

Organizers of Truro’s upcom-
ing Rock the Hub festival say rep-
resentation of musicians across 
lines of race and gender, to re-
�ect a diverse community, is well 
worth discussing and it’s a per-
spective they plan to incorporate 
into future decision making.

Wednesday evening, John WD 
Mullane, vocalist and guitarist 
with In Flight Safety, announced 
the band’s withdrawal from the 
Aug. 24-26 event on Facebook and 
Twitter, citing issues surround-
ing diversity with the recently 
announced lineup.  Speci�cally, 
Mullane said he found himself 
apologizing to close friends and a 
tight-knit music community, “for 
another all-male (not to mention 
nearly all-white) lineup.”

Mullane went on to say he 
hoped withdrawing In Flight 
Safety would held move the con-
versation forward.

“Maybe that same conversation 

will prompt more critical think-
ing in regards to diversity when 
booking concerts or festivals or 
performing at them,” he posted.

�e move got the attention of 
the event’s organizers, who said 
they respect the band’s views.

“As small business owners of sev-
eral live music venues,” the response 
read, in part, “we support musicians 
in a wide range of genres. We ap-
plaud those who choose the music 
industry and we will continue to 
support them in any way we can.”

It went on to say they were 
“open to examining our role in 
how we can best represent Can-
adian artists.”

“We appreciate the opportun-
ity to reflect on the feedback, 
which will inform our current and 
future decision making.”

In his post, Mullane said he 
apologized to fans who had spe-
ci�cally bought tickets to see In 
Flight Safety, and the move was 
not meant to disrespect any other 
band performing on the bill.

lynn.curwin@trurodaily.com

n ROCK THE HUB

Festival organizers 
prepared to reassess

Rock the Hub
The Rock the Hub festival, 
marking its second year, will 
take place in downtown Truro 
Aug. 24-26.

Performers taking part include 
Sloan, Big Wreck, I Mother 
Earth, Finger Eleven, The Mo-
torleague, Matt Mays, Winter-
sleep, and Adam Baldwin.

Saturday, Aug. 26, also in-
cludes the B-Side Festival, with 
hip hop artists from across the 
country taking part.

Earlybird weekend passes re-
cently sold out in 55 minutes. 
All other tickets go on sale 
May 1, and will be available 
at TicketPro, Salty Dog Brew-
ing Company, The Nook and 
Cranny, Belly Up BBQ & Grill, 
and MacQuarries Pharmsave – 
Esplanade location.

BY LYNN CURWIN
TRURO DAILY NEWS

LOWER TRURO, N.S.

When her dog looks up at her, 
and she sees the pain in her eyes, 
it’s heart-breaking for Rebecca 
Ann Blair.

Her 16-month-old bull masti�, 
Charley, was recently diagnosed 
with wobbler syndrome, a neuro-
logic condition that affects the 
spine. She and her partner, Cory 
MacKay, are now trying to sell their 
truck and camper to raise money 
for the dog’s veterinary expenses.

“It progressed so fast, and we 
just love her so much,” said Blair. 
“�is is very overwhelming, but 
we have to try and help her. If she 
doesn’t have surgery she would 
eventually stop walking and be 
incontinent.”

The Lower Truro couple got 
Charley when she was a few weeks 
old, and she immediately became 
a beloved member of their family.

She appeared to be doing well 
until April 4, when she fell while 
running around outside. MacKay 
carried her inside, thinking she 

would be �ne after a little rest, 
but the dog’s condition didn’t im-
prove. She was taken to their vet 
in New Glasgow. Bloodwork and 
X-rays showed nothing, and they 
were referred to the Atlantic Vet 
College at University of Prince 
Edward Island.

�ere, Charley went through 
more blood tests, cortisone in-
jections to rule out Addison’s 
disease, exams, and an MRI. She 
was diagnosed with wobbler syn-
drome, which a�ects the spine 
and causes a ‘wobbly’ gait. In 
veterinary articles, it is usually 
referred to as cervical spondylo-
myelopathy.

“They told us they’ve seen 
about �ve cases of this before, 
but it’s never usually caught this 
early,” said Blair. “�ey can do 
surgery, that’s very extensive, 
and they’ve never done it before. 
�ere’s no guarantee she’ll pull 
through surgery, or that she’ll be 
free of wobbles if she does, but we 
have to give her that chance. She 
deserves to live a normal healthy 
life, or as healthy as can be.”

Charley will make her third trip 

to UPEI Monday, for a spinal tap. 
If everything looks okay, surgery 
will be Tuesday. She’ll need to 
stay in hospital for about a month 
while she recovers.

Surgery alone is about $7,000.
“She means more to us than 

the truck and camper, so we’re 
hoping to sell them to help with 
costs,” said Blair. 

“Lately, she’s been unable to 
play with her boyfriend, a poodle 
from next door, when he comes 
over. She just looks at him, and 
you know she’s afraid it’s going to 
hurt if she plays. 

“She’s always had stairs she 
can walk up to get on our bed, 
but now we’ve removed the bed 
frame, and just have the box 
spring and mattress on the �oor, 
to make it easier for her, but it’s 
still di�cult. It just kills us to see 
her like this so we’re going to go 
with the surgery and pray she will 
be okay.”

�e truck and camper are ad-
vertised on Kijiji and a GoFundMe 
campaign has been set up at 
https://www.gofundme.com/bg-
fnt3-charley 

n CANINE CARE

LYNN CURWIN/TRURO DAILY NEWS
Cory MacKay and Rebecca Ann Blair recently discovered their bull masti�, Charley, has wobbler syndrome. They’re trying 
to sell their truck and camper to cover the costs of the dog’s medical care, which includes major surgery.

Hope for Charley
Bull masti� faces surgery for rare condition

BY CODY MCEACHERN
TRURO DAILY NEWS

TRURO, N.S.

Praise be to beer this weekend 
as the 2018 TAPPED Craft Beer 
Festival returns for its second 
year.

The event Saturday kicks off 
Nova Scotia Craft Beer Week and 
will feature up to 15 craft brewers 
from around the province, provid-
ing samples of their hearty brews.

“We are so excited to be an o�-
cial kicko� event for Nova Scotia 
Craft Beer Week,” said Amanda 
Langille of Langille & Colburne, 
which is coordinating the event.

“We can’t wait to connect 
Truro and area to the amazing 
Nova Scotia craft breweries so 
fans can try the old favourites 
as well as some exciting up and 
coming new brews.”

Con�rmed to be on-site are 2 
Crows Brewing Company, Ta-
tamagouche Brewing Company, 
Garrison Brewing, Sober Island 
Brewing Company, and Big 
Spruce, among others.

Aside from beer samples, the 
festival will include Wipeout-
inspired games such as the Big 
Baller, the Meltdown and the 
Gladiator, and will also have a VJ 
on-site hosting a video dance.

Tickets for the event are $29 
plus taxes and fees, and includes 
10 4oz. beer samples, a TAPPED 
take home glass and a voucher 
for a beverage at the exclusive af-
ter-party at �e Nook & Cranny. 
TAPPED shirts and tank tops are 
also being sold online.

“We currently have over 600 
tickets sold and have capacity for 
1,000 so we are hoping everyone 
that wants to attend this year will 
be able to,” said Langille.

“Last year we found ourselves 
in a sell-out situation, which is 
great, but we don’t like turn-
ing anyone away. �at said, we 
are still encouraging folks to get 
their tickets in advance instead of 
waiting to purchase at the door, 
just in case.”

�e event will kick o� at 7 p.m. at 
the RECC, and tickets are available 
online by going to www.eventbrite.
ca and searching TAPPED.

STEVE CURRIE PHOTO/CURRIE CINEMEDIA
The TAPPED Craft Beer Festival is re-
turning to Truro for its second year, 
bringing with it even more craft 
breweries, more games and an old-
school video dance. This year it is at 
the RECC.

n TAPPED

Craft 
beer, 
good 
cheer
Second annual 
TAPPED craft beer 
festival features 
15 breweries and 
Wipe-out games




