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Liberals prepare to present ‘tricky’ budget
O TTAWA — The federal Liber-

als are set to unveil a budget on 
Tuesday intended to showcase 

their plans to keep Canada competitive 
amid the clean energy transition while 
supporting Canadians who are strug-
gling with affordability.

Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland 
has promised to accomplish as much 
over the last few weeks, while also 
pledging to keep the budget fiscally 
restrained.

But that balancing act isn’t expected 

to be easy. A slowing Canadian econo-
my could weigh on government coffers.

“It’s going to be very tricky for the 
federal government,” said Randall 
Bartlett, a senior director of Canadian 
economics at Desjardins.

The Liberals are expected to invest 
considerably in Canada’s clean energy 
transition, in an attempt to keep 
Canada competitive with the United 
States as it launches its own aggressive 
measures.

The Inflation Reduction Act, signed 
into law last August by U.S. President 
Joe Biden, invests nearly US$400 

billion in everything from critical 
minerals to battery manufacturing, 
electric vehicles and clean electricity, 
including hydrogen.

Ottawa has also promised big bucks 
for health care. It recently signed 10-
year funding agreements with provinc-
es on health-care transfers, and that 
spending is expected to be accounted 
for in the budget.

And with the cost of living still a top 
economic issue for many Canadians, 
the Liberals have signalled the budget 
will include new affordability mea-
sures.

“In the weeks to come, for those 
Canadians who feel the bite of rising 
prices the most acutely, for our most 
vulnerable friends and neighbours, our 
government will deliver additional, 
targeted inflation relief,” Freeland said 
in Oshawa, Ont., on Monday.

But Bartlett said the federal gov-
ernment has to balance its big-ticket 
spending priorities with an uncertain 
economic outlook.

Many economists are forecasting 
that Canada could enter a recession 
this year as high interest rates weigh 
on the economy. Since March 2022, 

the Bank of Canada has aggressively 
raised interest rates to crack down on 
high inflation.

As global price pressures ease and 
interest rates dampen spending in the 
economy, inflation has been slowing. 
Canada’s annual inflation rate has tum-
bled from 8.1 per cent in the summer to 
5.2 per cent in February.

Even as inflation becomes less of a 
problem, though, a slowing economy 
means less government revenues to 
finance spending.

Investing in clean energy and supporting affordability measures while practising fiscal restraint a difficult balancing act

NOJOUD AL MALLEES

Ukraine 
demands 
UN meeting 
over Putin’s 
nuclear plans 

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s govern-
ment on Sunday called for an emergen-
cy meeting of the UN Security Council 
to “counter the Kremlin’s nuclear 
blackmail” after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin revealed plans to 
station tactical atomic weapons in 
Belarus.

One Ukrainian official said Russia 
“took Belarus as a nuclear hostage.”

Further heightening tensions, an 
explosion deep inside Russia wounded 
three people Sunday. Russian author-
ities blamed a Ukrainian drone for 
the blast, which damaged residential 
buildings in a town just 175 kilometres 
south of Moscow.

Russia has said the plan to station 
tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus 
comes in response to the West’s in-
creasing military support for Ukraine. 
Putin announced the plan in a TV 
interview that aired Saturday, saying 
it was triggered by a U.K. decision 
this past week to provide Ukraine with 
armour-piercing rounds containing 
depleted uranium.

Putin argued that by deploying its 
tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus, 
Russia was following the lead of the 
United States. He noted that Washing-
ton has nuclear weapons based in Bel-
gium, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands 
and Turkey.

“We are doing what they have been 
doing for decades, stationing them in 
certain allied countries, preparing the 
launch platforms and training their 
crews,” he said.

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry con-
demned the move in a statement 
Sunday and demanded an emergency 
meeting of the UN Security Council.

“Ukraine expects effective action to 
counter the Kremlin’s nuclear black-
mail by the U.K., China, the U.S. and 
France,” the statement read, saying 
these countries “have a special respon-
sibility” regarding nuclear aggression.

LAURA OSMAN
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Manitoba Green party elects Gibson as new leader

JANINE Gibson broke out into song 
when she learned she would be the new 
leader of the Green Party of Manitoba 
Sunday afternoon.

Before belting out a rendition of 
There Comes a Time by Saskatche-
wan singer-songwriter Connie Kaldor, 
Gibson promised to build increased 
membership in the Green party in her 
time as leader.

“I urge folks to stand up for involve-
ment in the Green party, to stand up as 
a candidate, to help find a candidate, to 
stand up for more membership in en-
couraging those you know, who share 
our values, put your values into action, 
join us by standing,” she said Sunday

Gibson is an agriculture consultant 
and longtime Green party member 

who’s no stranger to politics — she has 
run for an MLA position four times and 
plans to run again in LaVerendrye this 
year.

“I am totally prepared to be big and 
bold and green, as I have known to be 
for my whole career,” she said.

The first runner-up was IT worker 
Dennis Bayomi, followed by third-
place candidate Donovan McIntosh and 
Nicolas Geddert in fourth.

Gibson, who attended Sunday’s event 
virtually, said she will appoint her 
three competitors into deputy leader 
and shadow minister positions, and all 
three will serve as MLA candidates 
in the upcoming provincial election: 
Bayomi in Kirkfield Park, McIntosh in 
Wolseley and Geddert in Elmwood.

Overall turnout for the election was 
54 per cent.

Gibson is the first new leader of the 
party in 15 years. James Beddome took 
the position in 2008 and called finally 
leaving it “a little bittersweet.”

“But at the same time, after a few 
years, there is a time where it’s time 
to pass the torch on,” Beddome said 
Sunday.

Beddome announced he would be 
stepping down from the party leader-
ship after his last term expired in fall 
2022, saying he wanted to spend more 
time focusing on his personal life and 
work as a lawyer.

He said he will still remain in the 
party and volunteer during the upcom-
ing provincial election.

Gibson said her first goal is to ensure 
the Green party has candidates in ev-
ery electoral district in the upcoming 
provincial election.

Priorities for the new leader range 
from advocating for a universal living 
wage to working with leadership in 
northern and remote communities to 
promote environmental sustainability.

“I think Manitobans deserve that,” 
she said.

“We know that we have a lot of 
environmental impact activity across 
Manitoba and that citizens are con-
cerned about what we’re doing to 
ensure they have their basic needs met, 
that includes clean water for all. And 
there are still far too many Manitobans 
that have issues with that.”

The Green party has never had a seat 
in the Manitoba legislature, but grew 
under Beddome’s leadership, receiving 
6 per cent of the vote in 2019’s election.
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Janine Gibson, new leader of the Green Party of Manitoba, speaks virtually Sunday. Gibson is a longtime Green party member who has run for an MLA position four times previously.
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