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Powerful plea in face of onslaught

STARYCHI, Ukraine —
Theyhoisted the coffins into
a pair of beat-up Humvees,
then began the slow trek
from the church to the vil-
lage cemetery, past amuddy
stream, railroad tracks and
a stretchofwoods.

Acoupleof soldiersat the
head of the procession held
up a wooden cross and a
Ukrainian flag. A man in a
darkcoatcarriedapictureof
oneof the fallen.

Amilitary brass band, its
members decked out in
camouflage gear, played
dirges as the cortegemoved
forward under overcast
skies. Residents came out of
their homes to line the road-
way and pay their respects.
Many made the sign of the
cross. Some knelt. A few
cried.

Tense expressions
among the mourners be-
trayed a sense that this was
only the beginning. More
such scenes would come to
Starychi, a village of 3,400 in
western Ukraine where rise
the gold domes of the Nativ-
ity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Church, some15miles
fromthePolishborder.

But onWednesday it was
the wooden coffins of sol-
diers Roman Ruck, 48, who
left a wife and two sons, and
Mykola Mykytyuk 54, sur-
vived by a wife and four
daughters, that were low-

A WOMAN kisses the forehead of a slain soldier at a funeral in Starychi, Ukraine,Wednesday. Similar scenes
have been unfolding across the country as bodies from front lines are returned to the dead’s hometowns.
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Funeral brings war to a village
By Patrick J.
McDonnell

WASHINGTON —
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky appealed
directly to U.S. lawmakers
Wednesday with an emo-
tional request for additional
financial support, weaponry
and a no-fly zone to help his
country fend off theRussian
invasion, in a rare speech
that essentially circum-
vented theWhiteHouse and
went directly to the Ameri-
canpeople.

“Friends, Ukraine is
grateful to theUnitedStates
for its overwhelming sup-
port, for everything that
your government and your
people have done for us,”
Zelensky said, speaking
mostly through an inter-
preter.

But he added: “I call on
you todomore.”

The first virtual address
by a foreign leader to Con-
gress — and certainly the
first delivered by a T-shirt-
clad leader in a war-torn
capital — landed powerfully
with lawmakers,whoalmost
universally said that more
needs to be done to help the
Ukrainianpeople.

Zelensky’s 17-minute
speech had a deeply person-
al, emotional appeal. He lik-
ened the Russian invasion
inUkraine to someofAmeri-
ca’s darkest moments:
Dec. 7, 1941, at Pearl Harbor
and Sept. 11, 2001, in New
York, Pennsylvania and at
thePentagon.

A video graphically de-
picted destroyed Ukrainian
buildings and the escalating
civilian suffering, much of it
bychildren.Briefly speaking
in English, hemourned that
he sees “no sense in life if it
cannot stop thedeaths.”

Zelensky askedCongress
for an air defense system,
new sanctions on every poli-
ticianintheRussianFedera-
tion and a no-fly zone over
his country.

“Is this a lot to ask for —
to create a no-fly zone over
Ukraine to save people?” he
said.

While the audience was
lawmakers, the intended
target was still mostly Presi-
dentBiden,whocontrolsthe
levers ofmoney andmilitary
supplies theU.S. canquickly
sendout thedoor.

Thespeech—aired in the

KYIV, Ukraine — A Rus-
sian airstrike hit a theater
inMariupolwhere hundreds
of people had taken shelter
in recent days as a siege
on the southern port city
tightened, Ukrainian offi-
cials said Wednesday, but
there was no immediate
wordoncasualties.

If large numbers of civil-
ianswere inside in the build-
ing— shown by satellite im-
agery earlier in the week to
have the word “children”
marked in large letters on
the ground in front and at
the back of it — it could
prove one of theworst atroc-
ities of the 3-week-old con-
flict.

Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Dmytro Kuleba posted
before-and-after photos of
the stately, white-columned
Drama Theater in the heart
of the Russian-encircled
city, saying that “hundreds
of innocent civilians were
hiding”within itswalls.Mar-
iupol, under heavy bom-
bardment, was already the
venue for some of the war’s
most harrowing reports of
suffering.

Writing on Twitter, Kule-
ba called the theater attack
a “horrendous war crime,”
but he did not say whether
those who had taken refuge
were thought to have been
insidewhenthebuildingwas
hit or had managed to flee.
Earlier, the Mariupol City
Council said in a post on the
messaging app Telegram
that it was “still impossible
to estimate the scale of this
horrific and inhumaneact.”

Russia’s Defense Min-
istry denied involvement
and sought to cast blame on
a right-wing Ukrainianmili-
tia, the state-run RIA news
agency reported.

Earlier, an around-the-
clock curfew brought the
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, to
a standstill and Russian
forces stepped up fierce at-
tacks on civilian areas
across the country Wednes-
day. Casualties and damage
were reported in Kyiv,
Kharkiv and other Ukrain-
ian cities.

President Biden on
Wednesday echoed growing
international condemna-

Russia strike
on shelter is
part of fierce
assault on
civilian areas

Zelensky’s
appeal to
Congress
prods Biden
to help more

WASHINGTON — The
wartime optics were impec-
cable. Clad in olive drab,
seeminglypalerthantheday
before, unruly facial stubble
thickening intoagoatee,and

with his country’s familiar
cerulean-and-yellow banner
by his side, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
launched into his latest ap-
peal for help in the lopsided
war againstRussia.

This time, his audience
was the U.S. Congress, and

Zelensky’s speech by video
link featured what has be-
come a trademark blend of
passion and defiance — a
rhetorical flair that has pro-
pelled the Ukrainian leader
to folk-hero status not only
among his own people, but

U.S. LAWMAKERS give Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky a standing
ovation at the Capitol. His video appeals have galvanized support for Ukraine.
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A leader’s skillful wielding
of words on the world stage
By Laura King
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Pressure growing, Biden responds
The president resists Zelensky’s latest call for a no-
fly zone but boosts military aid. PERSPECTIVES, A2

WASHINGTON — The
Federal Reserve responded
to the nation’s surging infla-
tion Wednesday by inching
up interest rates by a quar-
terof apercentagepointand
signaling it plansmorehikes
in themonths to come.

It was the Fed’s first in-
crease since 2018 and will lift
the central bank’s bench-
mark rate from near zero,
where it has been the last
twoyears of thepandemic.

But with consumer
prices accelerating at a 40-
year high and hittingAmeri-
can household budgets with
painful and unsettling
effects, economists decried

the central bank’s action as
too little, too late.

“The Fed is so far behind
the curve, it’s a little exas-
perating,” said Dan North,
chief economist at the trade
credit insurerEulerHermes.

Fed Chair Jerome H.
Powell, speaking at a video
news conference Wednes-
day, defended the central
bank’s actions.

“Wedon’thave the luxury
of 20/20 hindsight,” he said,
adding that the Fed is com-
mitted to controlling infla-
tion and will do all it can to
achieve that.

“We’re acutely aware of
theneed to restoreprice sta-
bility while keeping a strong
labormarket,” he said.

But Powell and his col-
leagues face a challenge
much like that of anairplane
pilot flying through dense
clouds with instruments
that arehard to read.

Not that long ago, rising

Fed interest rate hike
is the first since 2018

[See Interest rates,A11]

Some experts worry
the quarter-point
move is too little, too
late to tame inflation.

By Don Lee

their way into Shasta
County?Whodoes that?”

Then, in 2021, Anselmo
learned that far-right activ-
ists were making a docu-
mentary about efforts to re-
call Shasta County elected
officials. He summoned the
film crew to his family home
in Greenwich, Conn. — the
one he calls “Marie An-
toinette’s house” because it
is modeled after the Palace
of Versailles — and began
contributing to their efforts.

On Feb. 1, Shasta County
voters stunned the state’s
political establishment by
tossingRepublicanSupervi-
sor Leonard Moty, a former
police chief, on charges that
he wasn’t conservative
enough. The recall backers
— a populist coalition that
includes anti-mask parents,
business owners, California
secessionists and militia
members—say theyare just
getting started.Theyplan to

SHINGLETOWN, Calif.
— Reverge Anselmo, a for-
mer U.S. Marine, former
novelist, ex-filmmaker, for-
mer vintner and guardian of
a vast fortune, abandoned
his stunning Shasta County
estate in 2014 in a huff. He’d
been battling the county
over,amongotherthings,his
decision to construct a
Catholic chapel without full
permits onhis vineyard, and
after a legal setback decided
topack it in.

“It was time to go,”
Anselmo said, furious that
officials were in his view
wrongly interfering with his
land-use rights. “Who fights

Rich cowboy’s grudge
bankrolls rural revolt
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A former vintner who
had a beef with Shasta
County is financing
far-right activists.

By Jessica Garrison

‘Pork barrel’
spending is back
Congressional earmarks
will send $766million to
California to fund tran-
sit, military and other
projects. NATION, A9

Weather
Sunny andwarm.
L.A. Basin: 81/53.B7

‘I can’t breathe,’
man says in video
Footage shows death of
motorist in custody as
CHP officers held him
down. CALIFORNIA, B1
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The Dodgers landed their main free agent tar-
get, signing longtime Atlanta star and Orange
County product Freddie Freeman. SPORTS, B12

By Nabih Bulos,
Jaweed Kaleem
and Laura King

By Jennifer Haberkorn

Starychi, largely insulated from the conflict, mourns 2 warriors
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