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and improve its business climate 
while global economic growth 
remains sluggish. 

He expressed his hope that for-
eign investors can seize the 
opportunity and build up their 
presence in China, in Guangdong 
and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area, further 
exploring the Chinese market and 
making new breakthroughs in 
their development. 

China will remain committed to 
reform and opening-up in the long 
run, and the nation will never close 
the door to opening-up, said the 
president. 

He added that China is willing to 
work with all countries that are 
open to win-win cooperation in 
order to jointly promote the com-
mon prosperity and development 
of the global economy. 

Xi reiterated the need for China 
as a major country to give empha-
sis to the real economy and ensure 
its self-reliance, saying that the 
nation must ensure its self-reliance 
in core technologies and stay open 
to international cooperation. 

It is important to step up the edu-
cation and training of talent to har-
ness the foundation for science and 
technology self-reliance, he said. 

While hearing a report by Guang-
dong authorities on Thursday 
morning, Xi noted that the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area plays a key strategic role in 

Key role seen for Guangdong
Economic powerhouse urged to take 
lead in promoting modernization
By XU WEI
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping has called 
on Guangdong province to lead 
the nation in comprehensively 
deepening reform, expanding 
high-level opening-up, bolstering 
self-reliance in science and tech-
nology and building a modern 
industry system. 

The province should stand at 
the forefront of the nation in ena-
bling the better coordinated 
development of urban and rural 
areas and in promoting the Chi-
nese path to modernization, he 
said during an inspection trip 
from Monday to Thursday. 

In his fourth trip to the province 
since becoming general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee in November 
2012, Xi traveled to Zhanjiang, 
Maoming and Guangzhou, the pro-
vincial capital, and visited busi-
nesses, a port and rural areas. 

He went to LG Display’s manu-
facturing base in Guangzhou and 
GAC Aion New Energy Automo-
bile Co on Wednesday, inspecting 
production lines and a display of 
products, and speaking with busi-
ness executives and workers. 

Xi underscored that the 
strength of the Chinese market 
will be even more prominent as 
China accelerates its steps to fos-
ter a new development pattern 

the nation’s new pattern of develop-
ment. 

Guangdong, the nation’s largest 
economic powerhouse, should use 
the development of the Greater Bay 
Area as a major opportunity to fur-
ther its reform and opening-up and 
enable the area to serve as the dem-
onstration zone for high-quality 
development and the leading area 
for the Chinese path to moderniza-
tion, said the president. 

Xi underlined a high level of self-
reliance in science and technology 
as the key aspect of the Chinese 
path to modernization, calling for 
the in-depth implementation of the 
innovation-driven development 
strategy, further development of 
regional innovation systems and 
improved capacities in independ-
ent innovation. 

It is important to bolster sup-
port for the innovation of smaller 
businesses and cultivate more 
innovation-led businesses with 
independent intellectual proper-
ty rights and core competitive-
ness, he said. 

He stressed that the nation must 
prevent any weakening of its real 
economy in the process of its mod-
ernization, saying that China must 
quicken steps to build a modern 
industry system underpinned by its 
real economy. 

Guangdong, one of China’s larg-
est manufacturing hubs, should 
give greater emphasis to the growth 
of its manufacturing sector and the 
real economy, accelerate the 
upgrading and transformation of 
its industries, upgrade its industrial 

foundations and modernize its 
industry chains, Xi said. 

The president called on the prov-
ince to step up efforts to solve the 
problem of unbalanced regional 
development, push forward the 
connectivity of infrastructure 
between regions and enable the 
eastern, western and northern 
parts of the province to better 
undertake the transfer of indus-
tries from the more developed 
Pearl River Delta. 

According to local statistics, the 
nine cities in the delta region account 
for over 80 percent of Guangdong’s 
total economic volume. 

During the trip, Xi also inspected 
a national reserve of mangroves in 
Zhanjiang, the largest area of man-
groves in China. 

He stressed that the area is a 
national treasure and must be pro-
tected accordingly.

It is imperative to persist in 
green development and work from 
generation to generation to build a 
green China and enable the nation 
to make its due contribution to pro-
tecting the Earth, he said.

Xi visited Xuwen Port in Zhan-
jiang, a key project facilitating col-
laboration between Guangdong 
and the neighboring island prov-
ince of Hainan, on Monday after-
noon. 

He stressed the role of the Qiong-
zhou Strait between Guangdong 
and Hainan as a vital gateway to the 
development of the Hainan Free 
Trade Port. 

See Visit, page 3

developing countries, and aims to 
eradicate poverty and facilitate 
industrialization. 

The NDB is also deeply commit-
ted to addressing the challenges 
brought by climate change, which 
developing countries are more vul-
nerable to, she said.

The bank will make due efforts to 
help with currency stability among 
its members, which is crucial to eco-
nomic development and is particu-
larly important when major 
economies are grappling with soar-
ing inflation and credit risks, 
according to Rousseff. 

Using one single currency for for-
eign exchange settlement, for exam-
ple the US dollar at present, entails 
high risks. The NDB, therefore, 
plans to use local currencies for 30 
percent of its financing provided to 
emerging economies, she said. 

Rousseff became Brazil’s first 
female president in 2011 and was 
reelected in 2014. In July that year, 
she participated in the creation of 
the NDB and the contingent reserve 
arrangement. She was elected NDB 
president on March 24 this year. 

During her interview on Thurs-
day, Rousseff said that addressing 
climate change by making more 
green investment, providing better 
hygiene, education and living condi-
tions for people in developing coun-
tries, facilitating infrastructure 
projects in emerging economies and 
advancing technology development 
among NDB members are high on 
her agenda.

China will continue to deepen all-
around cooperation with the NDB, 
as the bank is “one of the signature 
outcomes of the BRICS coopera-
tion”, Foreign Ministry spokeswom-
an Mao Ning said at a regular news 
conference on March 30.

na has progressively become one of 
the preferred venues for interna-
tional IP litigation, the report stated.

While strictly abiding by interna-
tional rules, the IP Court protects all 
litigants, regardless of their origin, 
in an effort to foster a market-orient-

More overseas IP cases resolved in China
By CAO YIN
caoyin@cihnadaily.com.cn

More overseas litigants are 
choosing to resolve international 
intellectual property disputes in 
China, according to a recent report. 
This shows that foreign innovators 
are increasingly recognizing the 
legal protection for IP rights in 
China and are confident in its 
market, experts said.

According to the annual report 
issued by the Intellectual Property 
Court of the Supreme People’s 
Court, the country’s top court, at the 
end of last month, 457 new cases 
involving overseas entities were 
received, an increase of 4.6 percent 
year-on-year. The English version of 
the report was made available 
online on Tuesday.

The number of cases in which all 
parties are foreign entities has also 
been on the rise, indicating that Chi-

ed and law-based international 
business environment, it added. 

“IP disputes between foreign 
entities heard in China are usually 
administrative litigation, meaning 
the cases where Chinese authorities 
in charge of IP affairs are involved,” 
said Kang Lixia, an IP lawyer at Bei-
jing’s Hanray Law Firm.

In general, a foreign party turns 
to a Chinese court if it believes its 
patents or trademarks are dam-
aged by another foreign party in the 
country, and it disagrees with IP 
decisions made by Chinese authori-
ties, she explained. 

“The rise in cases reflects the 
increasing trust foreign rights 
holders place in China’s judicial IP 
protection. It might also mean that 
they feel China’s IP protection is 
good, so they prefer to settle dis-
putes here,” she added.

See IP cases, page 3

Young workers cast off 
big-city shackles

Digital nomads broaden their 
employment opportunities

By YU RAN in Shanghai
For China Daily

A n increasing number of 
young people in large Chi-
nese cities are choosing to 
become so-called digital 

nomads in the hope of striking a bet-
ter work-life balance by operating 
remotely.

Using smartphones and comput-
ers, digital nomads typically have no 
fixed business address and often 
work in various cities and countries. 
They operate from coffee shops, 
public libraries and shared office 
spaces, with some even working 
from recreational vehicles.

Zhang Le, 37, a former oil engi-
neer from the Inner Mongolia 

autonomous region, had long want-
ed to become a digital nomad after 
reading The 4-Hour Workweek by 
entrepreneur and author Tim Fer-
riss in 2009. The opportunity to 
change his career came in 2015, 
when Zhang launched a content cre-
ation venture.

When COVID-19 emerged in 
2020, Zhang visited several Latin 
American countries and also lived 
in Turkiye for a year.

See Nomads, page 2
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Dancers wearing ethnic clothing entertain people aboard a train as 
the China-Laos Railway line began cross-border passenger service 
on Thursday.  Li Jiaxian / China News Service See story, page 5

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, talks with a worker during a visit to 
GAC R&D Center of GAC Aion New Energy Automobile Co in Guangzhou, Guangdong province, on Wednesday. Ju Peng / Xinhua
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The rise in cases 
reflects the 
increasing trust 
foreign rights holders 
place in China’s 
judicial IP protection. 
... They feel China’s IP 
protection is good.”
Kang Lixia, IP lawyer at 
Hanray Law Firm

Lula stresses NDB potential 
as Rousseff takes chief ’s post
By SHI JING IN SHANGHAI
shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

The role of the New Development 
Bank shows that the union of 
emerging economies is capable of 
triggering social and economic 
changes relevant to the world while 
promising great potential, said Bra-
zilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva on Thursday.

Lula, who started his four-day 
state visit to China 
on Wednesday, 
made the remark 
at the inauguration 
ceremony for the 
newly elected pres-
ident of the NDB, 
Dilma Vana Rous-
seff, who will be in 
office till 2025. 

Headquartered 
in Shanghai, the NDB was founded 
by Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa in 2014. The bank for-
mally opened in July 2015 with the 
objective to support infrastructure 
and sustainable development pro-
jects in emerging markets and 
developing countries.

The NDB has great potential as “it 
frees emerging economies from sub-
mission to traditional financial 
institutions”, Lula said.

Since its establishment, the NDB 
has approved over $33.2 billion in 
loans for 98 projects in developing 
countries. Aside from the five BRICS 
nations, the bank has included 
Bangladesh, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Egypt and Uruguay to its list of 
members over the past few years, 
according to the NDB.

During a media interview on 
Thursday afternoon, Rousseff, a 
former Brazilian president, 
echoed Lula by saying that the 
NDB is different from other finan-
cial institutions — most of which 
were established by developed 
economies — because it focuses on 

Dilma Vana 
Rousseff


