
REMITTANCES raked in by Fiji 
over the past calendar year amount
to $1 billion, with about $30 million 
to $60m coming in from sportsmen 
and women contracted abroad.

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka 
said remittances lifted families 
out of poverty and families were 
able to meet basic needs and essen-
tials, which included housing, food, 
education and improved medical 
services.

“We know all too well what it 
would mean for not just a family 
but a community or village when 
one of our own secures a sporting 
contract abroad,” he said.

Meanwhile, Mr Rabuka said 
sports would remain a conduit for 
the People’s Coalition Govern-
ment in its national development 
agenda.

“Through sports, the government
will continue to address issues 
such as gender disparity, disability, 
youth empowerment and social 
inclusion.”
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By MERI RADINIBARAVI

DPM 
makes 
stand

DO not undermine those who 
have come forward to serve 
on the Fiscal Review Com-
mittee, says Deputy Prime 
Minister and Finance Minister 
Professor Biman Prasad.

He made the comment in 
response to Fiji Labour Party 
leader Mahendra Chaudhry 
who, while speaking at the 
Fiji Public Service Associa-
tion (FPSA) annual general 
meeting on Saturday, said the 
Committee and the calling of 
the economic summit was a 
“smokescreen”.

Mr Chaudhry further added 
that this was an exercise in 
“passing the buck” under the 
guise of consultation and in-
clusivity.

Prof Prasad said Mr 
Chaudhry was probably a lone 
voice in condemning the ap-
pointment of the committee 
and the hosting of the summit.

By SHAYAL DEVI

Pitching 
in millions

CONTRACTS CONTRIBUTE UP TO $60M IN REMITTANCES

 Full report on Page 3

Fijiana captain and 2022 Fiji Tattslotto 
Fiji Sportswoman of the Year award 

recipient, Rusila Nagasau receives her 
award from Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka 
and Lusiana Tamarisi during the 2022 Fiji 

Sports Awards night at the Vodafone Arena 
in Suva on Saturday.  More reports in 
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