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Two weeks ago, Jacksonville prose-
cutors quietly sent police 14 form letters,
each clearing offi�cers in shootings span-
ning the last two years.

The letters, which off�er no details on
the shootings, said the Jacksonville
State Attorney’s Offi�ce had completed
its review and concluded that the shoot-
ings were legally justifi�ed.

The reviews were of 16 people shot by
Jacksonville police. Eight of those peo-
ple were killed. The oldest shooting was
Tony Smith, a 24-year-old shot and
killed in October 2018. The most recent
was the May 26 killing of 61-year-old
John Dunaway.

The State Attorney’s Offi�ce refused
interview requests, but it said it had
changed its policy on investigating po-
lice shootings. A spokesman for the of-
fi�ce wouldn’t answer questions about
the new policy or speak on the phone
Friday or Monday.

On Tuesday, the State Attorney’s Of-
fi�ce held a news conference about a new
body-camera policy. There, State Attor-
ney Melissa Nelson also mentioned that
Mark Caliel will be the leader of a unit
investigating police deadly force. The
State Attorney’s Offi�ce wouldn’t answer
a question about whether this would be
Caliel’s sole or primary job at the offi�ce.

State Attorney’s Offi�ce spokesman
David Chapman said, in an email, that
the 14 cases weren’t closed, even though
each of the letters says “our review of
the death investigation … is now com-
plete.”

See SHOOTINGS, Page 8A
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Florida reported 7,569 new COVID-19
cases Tuesday, a sharp increase com-
pared to case numbers in recent days.
The spike, according to the Department

of Health and Gov. Ron DeSantis, is at-
tributed to a backlog of old tests just
processed and reported by Quest Diag-
nostics.

The state’s full report came hours af-
ter an announcement Tuesday morning
that the state would cut ties with Quest
Diagnostics — the second-largest pri-
vate testing provider in Florida — after it

failed to report nearly 75,000 test re-
sults dating back to April. 

“To drop this much unusable and
stale data is irresponsible,” DeSantis
said. “I believe that Quest has abdicated
their ability to perform a testing func-
tion in Florida that the people can be
confi�dent in. As such I am directing all
executive agencies to sever their CO-
VID-19 testing relationships with Quest
eff�ective immediately.”

Quest released a statement on its
website explaining that the delay was

caused by a technical issue that has
since been resolved and only aff�ected a
subset of 75,000 of the 1.4 million CO-
VID-19 tests it had performed and re-
ported to state offi�cials.

“We apologize for this matter and re-
gret the challenge it poses for public
health authorities in Florida,” the com-
pany said.

The company said it has provided
more COVID-19 testing on behalf of the 
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Bodycam video of Jacksonville po-
lice shootings should be released faster
via a new policy announced Tuesday
by the State Attorney’s Offi�ce. 

The new policy would see those
videos released within a month of po-
lice shootings involving the Jackson-
ville Sheriff�’s Offi�ce, instead of taking
nearly a year or longer, as was seen in
the high-profi�le Dec. 14 death of Jamee
Johnson.

The changes announced by State
Attorney Melissa Nelson come after
months of repeated demands for faster
release of bodycam video. Those de-
mands came from recent protests at

the Sheriff�’s Offi�ce, Duval County
Courthouse and elsewhere in the coun-
try, with the families of those shot
speaking in support of better transpar-
ency.

Prosecutors will now tell the Sher-
iff�’s Offi�ce within 30 days of a shooting
if they object to the public release of
bodycam footage. The Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
then would release the footage, Nelson
said.

Although much of the reaction was
positive, it is longer than activists had
asked for. Activist groups met with
Nelson, Sheriff� Mike Williams and
Mayor Lenny Curry earlier Tuesday to
repeat their demand that agencies re-
lease footage within 48 hours, some-
thing already done at the Volusia
County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce.

“I’m just underwhelmed, I guess,”
said Leslie Jean-Bart, an attorney who
was among the group that met with
Nelson.

She added, “We are holding off� pro-
ducing video to protect the integrity of
an investigation that has never result-
ed in charges. … Let’s not pretend crim-
inal charges come out of these so-
called investigations that we need to
protect.”

The Sheriff�’s Offi�ce will be “the cus-
todian” of each video and handle the
public release, Nelson said.

She said the Sheriff�’s Offi�ce “com-
mitted that once we advise that we
don’t have an objection that they will
be releasing this video.”

Policy may speed release of video

State Attorney Melissa Nelson talks about a new policy for releasing body-worn camera recordings of officer-involved
shootings Tuesday in her Jacksonville offices. WILL DICKEY/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION
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