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TALLAHASSEE – Tens of thousands
of lawsuits – an almost 700% increase –
fl�ooded the offi�ces of court clerks across
Florida days before Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed sweeping new business-backed
legal restrictions which help shield in-

surance companies, property owners
and others accused of wrongdoing. 

The law went into eff�ect with DeSan-
tis’ signature on Friday. But the lawsuit
logjam will take months for clerks and
later judges to sort out, offi�cials say. 

Critics said that there’s no shortage of
irony in that the push by the state’s big-
gest business associations to limit law-

suits fi�rst spawned a tidal wave of litiga-
tion. 

The crush was prompted by attorneys
seeking to have cases heard under less-
restrictive laws that were in place before
Friday. The host of legal changes would
apply only to lawsuits fi�led after that day,

“There are many cases that would’ve
been turned down or would’ve been set-

tled pre-suit. But given the deadline, you
have to fi�le a suit to protect your client,”
said Todd Michaels, a Coral Gables law-
yer and secretary of the Florida Justice
Association. 

Who’s to blame?

“They brought this upon themselves,”
Michaels said of insurance companies, 

Florida sees surge of lawsuits fi�led
700% increase comes before new restrictions take eff�ect

See LAWSUITS, Page 2
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SEBASTIAN – City Manager Paul
Carlisle survived an attempted no-
confi�dence vote Wednesday, but that
doesn’t mean he may not be on even
thinner ice in coming weeks.

Citing issues of fi�scal and personnel
mismanagement — as well as poor re-
lationships with the City Council, city
staff� and the public — Councilman Bob
McPartlan called for a no-confi�dence
vote at the end of Wednesday’s council
meeting. 

The eff�ort failed when no other
council member seconded the motion,
but that didn’t deter McPartlan, a for-
mer councilman and mayor, from
reading aloud his personnel evalua-
tion of the city manager. 

TCPalm obtained a copy of the eval-
uation Thursday.

“I view this City Council as equiva-
lent to the Joint Chiefs of Staff�,”
McPartlan wrote, “with Mayor Jones
acting as the Marine commandant. If
that body had a commander who is
failing in fi�scal management, morale,
planning and relationships with the
public, they would not leave that per-
son in command or in a leadership
position.”

Carlisle did not return a call seeking
comment Thursday.

Sebastian’s evaluation process

City Council members prepare writ-
ten evaluations of charter offi�cers —
the city manager, city attorney and city
clerk — rating them from 1-5 in 23 cate-
gories, with 1 being “Does not meet ex-
pectations” and 5 corresponding to
“Exceeds expectations.” McPartlan
rated Carlisle 1 in 20 categories and
gave him 3s, meaning “Meets expecta-
tions,” in three categories.

In his evaluation, McPartlan in-
cluded three pages of comments, cit-
ing Carlisle’s failure to give council
members suffi�cient time to consider a
new trash-collection proposal; his fail-
ure to deliver a strategic plan, which
has been in the works for four years;
and completion of only a partial draft
storm water master plan, despite the
city spending $700,000 on the plan 

No-confi�dence
vote averted
but troubles
aren’t over
Council member scathes
Sebastian city manager 
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WASHINGTON – It seemed like a good idea at the time:
Red-state Democrats facing grim reelection prospects would
join forces with Republicans to slash bank regulations – dem-
onstrating a willingness to work with then-President Donald
Trump while bucking many in their party. 

That unlikely coalition voted in 2018 to roll back portions of
a far-reaching 2010 law intended to prevent a future fi�nancial
crisis. But those changes are now being blamed for contrib-
uting to the recent collapse of Silicon Valley Bank and Signa-
ture Bank that prompted a federal rescue and has stoked anxi-
ety about a broader banking contagion.

The rollback was leveraged with a lobbying campaign that
cost tens of millions of dollars that drew an army of hundreds
of lobbyists and it was seeded with ample campaign contribu-
tions.

The episode off�ers a fresh reminder of the power that bank-
ers wield in Washington, where the industry spends prodi-
giously to fi�ght regulation and often hires former members of
Congress and their staff� to make the case that they are not a
source of risk to the economy

“The bottom line is that these banks would have faced a
tougher supervisory framework under the original … law, but
Congress and the Trump regulators took an ax to it,” said Car-
ter Dougherty, a spokesman for Americans for Financial Re-

form, a left-leaning fi�nancial sector watchdog group. “We can
draw a direct line between the deregulation of the Trump peri-
od, driven by the bank lobby, and the chaos of the last few
weeks.”

President Joe Biden has asked Congress for the authority to 

Army of lobbyists helped dilute 
US banking rules for 2018 vote

President Joe Biden has asked Congress for the authority to impose tougher penalties on failed banks, including Silicon
Valley Bank. The Justice Department and the Securities and Exchange Commission have started investigations.
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Republicans had long looked to blunt the impact of the
2010 Dodd-Frank law. But rather than push for sweeping
deregulation, Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, who led the Senate
banking committee, hoped a narrowed focus could draw
enough support from moderate Democrats to clear the
Senate’s 60-vote fi�libuster threshold.
HANNAH GABER/USA TODAY FILE

As a result, several lawmakers
received campaign boosts

See BANKING, Page 4A
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