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DAYBREAK
Worth doing
Today is a chance for all of the Golden Isles to take a stand against hatred 
and racism. The Brunswick High School football team is hosting a unity 
march from 6 to 7 p.m. today at the school. Wear your best blue shirt and 
let us show the nation that we are united together as one. 

THE BRUNSWICK

By GORDON JACKSON
gjackson@thebrunswicknews.com

The American Civil War me-
morial to confederate soldiers in 
downtown Brunswick was defaced 
over the weekend.

The letters BLM were spray 
painted in two locations.

The large black letters, an acro-
nym for Black Lives Matter, were 
spray-painted on the monument’s 
base and just above it on the col-
umn holding the statue of a Civil 
War soldier.

Brunswick Mayor Cornell Har-
vey, unaware of the vandalism until 
contacted by The News on Monday, 
said he is disappointed that some-
one would deface the monument 
because there are better ways to 
deal with the issue.

“It seems so ironic someone 
would do that,” he said. “I hate it 
was done like that. If someone did 
something to deface a Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. statue with swasti-
kas and Confederate fl ags, people 
would be upset as well.”

Downtown 
Confederate 
monument 

defaced

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News
The Confederate Civil War Memorial in 
Hanover Square has been vandalized.

By LARRY HOBBS
lhobbs@thebrunswicknews.com

A bond hearing scheduled Fri-
day for William “Roddy” Bryan, 
the man who videoed the Feb. 23 
shooting death of Ahmaud Arbery 
in the Satilla Shores neighborhood, 
is being moved back.

A state superior court judge on 
Friday granted a continuance, a 
move requested by the defense 
and the prosecution, according to 
a Glynn County Superior Court 
order.

Bryan, 50, has been held without 
bond in the Glynn County Deten-
tion Center since May 21, when 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 

Bryan’s bond 
hearing in 

Arbery case 
delayed

By TAYLOR COOPER
tcooper@thebrunswicknews.com

Glynn County residents will get 
the chance to vote in a non-bind-
ing referendum in November 
on whether to abolish the Glynn 
County Police Department.

The state House approved Sen-
ate Bill 504 on Monday. Gov. 

Brian Kemp’s signature will offi -
cially place the referendum on the 
ballot.

Rep. Don Hogan, R-St. Simons 
Island, sponsored the bill plus an-
other related to the future of the 
police department.

“The two questions on it are 
‘Would the people recommend to 
abolish the Glynn County Police 

Department and consolidate its re-
sources under the Glynn County 
Sheriff’s [Offi ce]?’ or ‘Would they 
retain the Glynn County Police De-
partment while making the neces-
sary reforms and resolve all issues 
identifi ed by the Glynn County 
grand jury?’” Hogan told fellow 
lawmakers.

Only three state representatives 

— Rep. Jeff Jones, R-St. Simons 
Island, among them — opposed the 
bill, which was unanimously rec-
ommended by the House Commit-
tee on Governmental Affairs.

Georgia House lawmakers will 
vote today on whether a similar 
but binding referendum will also 

House approves non-binding police vote bill
County commissioner Booker calls on black caucus to oppose binding vote

By LAUREN MCDONALD
lmcdonald@thebrunswicknews.com

Rarely does a more than 50 per-
cent drop in revenue in a month 
sound like good news. But when 
the drop could have been 63 per-
cent, the news sounds almost pos-
itive.

Jekyll Island Authority staff 
anticipated worse revenue pro-
jections than they’re current-
ly seeing materialize following 
months of business closures and 
reduced traffi c on the island due to 
COVID-19.

The island’s budget has taken a 
hit, as has the budget of most state 
agencies and groups. Gov. Brian 
Kemp’s offi ce earlier this year pre-
dicted an 11 percent drop in state 
tax collections in the upcoming 
fi scal year and asked that budgets 
be adjusted accordingly.

The board of JIA will review 
Jekyll’s proposed fi scal year 2021-
22 at a special called meeting that 
will be held online at 9:30 a.m. 
June 30.

The board fi rst reviewed the 
budget proposal last week during 
its regular monthly meeting.

The total revenues presented 
in the budget are 9.2 percent less 
than those in the previous year’s 
budget.

“The governor’s goal was 11 
percent decrease in expenses 
from the fi scal year 2020 budget, 
so we were able to do that,” said 
Bill Gross, chair of the fi nance 
committee.

The $27.5 million budget is 
down about $3 million from the 
fi scal year 2020 budget.

JIA staff had predicted a worse 
economic outlook when reviewing 
numbers only a few months ago. 

But a steady uptick in visitors to 
the island during May and June as 
restaurants and beaches reopened 
has improved the economic fore-
cast.

“The good news is that our pro-
jection for revenues to be down 65 
percent in May was off, and we 
were only down 53 percent, which 
sounds pretty bad but it’s better 
than 65 percent,” said Marjorie 
Johnson, chief accounting offi cer 
for JIA.

Savings have been created 

Jekyll reduces budget to adjust to virus challenges

By GORDON JACKSON
gjackson@thebrunswicknews.com

The demand for COVID-19 test-
ing is spiking as more people are 
going out in public and a grow-
ing number want to know if they 

have been exposed.
The news hasn’t been good throughout 

the region.
A spike in new COVID-19 cases was 

confi rmed in Glynn County during the past 
week, according to the Coastal Georgia 
Health System. Offi cials are urging the fol-
lowing of safety protocols.

“According to data provided by the Geor-
gia Department of Public Health, the num-
ber of cumulative positive cases in Glynn 
County is 308 as of June 21, an increase of 
118 cases since a week ago on June 15,” said 

Michael D. Scherneck, president & CEO, 
Southeast Georgia Health System. “Cam-
den County’s cumulative total is 99, an 

increase of 24, and McIntosh County now 
has 25 positive cases, an increase of six.”

The growing number of confi rmed cases 
in the region created a long line of traffi c 
waiting for the free test screenings Monday 
at the health department in Brunswick

Ginger Heidel, a spokeswoman for the 
Coastal Health District, said the number of 
people seeking tests has more than doubled 
in the past week, and it’s not just in Bruns-
wick.

“We’re seeing huge numbers of people 
getting tested everywhere,” she said.

She said the people seeking tests are both 
symptomatic and asymptomatic when they 
are checked by health offi cials. It takes any-
where from 24 hours to four days for the 
results, she said.

More people getting tested as number of COVID-19 cases rises
GROWING DEMAND

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News
County residents line up at the Glynn County Health De-
partment — located at the corner of Community Action 

Way and Fourth Street — Monday, seeking COVID-19 
testing. Coastal Georgia residents have been getting 

tested in record numbers over the last week.
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Latest numbers as of 3 p.m. Monday from 
the Department of Public Health
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