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‘LACKS EXPERIENCE,’ 9B
Trump’s pick to run VA has spent little time in government

Cleanup crewBOC meets 
with cities on 
T-SPLOST

COVINGTON — Consideration of a 
possible single-county transportation sales 
tax referendum took another step forward 
on April 17, with Newton commission-
ers agreeing to set up a meeting with the 
municipalities in the county to discuss 
allocation of the tax revenues. That meet-
ing was scheduled for last Tuesday night 
in Oxford, with members of the area city 
councils and the Board of Commissioners 
expected to be in attendance.

Commissioners last week heard from 
attorney Sam VanVolkenburgh, who out-
lined a series of deadlines commissioners 
will need to meet in order to have the sales 
tax referendum on the Nov. 6 general elec-
tion ballot. If the referendum is approved, 
collections would begin in April 2019.

Newton County’s total sales tax is 
currently 7 percent. VanVolkenburgh said 
that, by law, a single-county T-SPLOST 
of up to 1 percent can be levied if all of 
the municipalities in the county agree to 
participate. Without municipal coopera-
tion, the maximum collected would be .75 
percent.

Commissioners plan to meet with the 
municipalities to work out how any T-

BY ALICE QUEEN

alice.queen@rockdalecitizen.com

Council votes 
4-2 to open 
Avery Street

COVINGTON — By a vote of 4-2, 
the Covington City Council voted on 
April 16 to remove the gate and open 
Avery Street and to install tabletop 
speed humps on the road to slow traf-
fic. Anthony Henderson and Hawne-
thia Williams cast the dissenting votes.

At March and April meetings, sev-
eral residents on Avery Street spoke 
about the barricade and other issues 
they are having. At a work session on 
April 11, City Manager Leigh Anne 
Knight brought the council up to speed 
on the issue.

Knight said that when the Walker’s 
Bend development began in 2009, 
there was a request to put the bar-
ricade up on Avery Street to prevent 
construction traffic from using the 
residential road.

“At that point in time, our un-
derstanding was that it was to be a 
temporary road closure because we 
only built one way in and one way out 
of Walker’s Bend,” Knight said. “Had 
that been a permanent road closure, 
we would have had to have another 
way of ingress and egress out of 
Walker’s Bend. After the project was 
completed, Avery Street continued to 

BY LARRY STANFORD

larry.stanford@rockdalecitizen.com

CONYERS — Hundreds 
of people of all ages turned 
out for the third annual 
Rockdale/Newton Citizen 
Generations Health Fair & 
Senior Expo at Springfield 

Baptist Church Saturday.
The event, held in con-

junction with Springfield’s 
annual Woods Stroke Aware-
ness 5K Walk/Run, promotes 
healthy living and better 
quality of life for residents 
in the east metro area.

Attendees were able to 

take advantage of more than 
40 health and wellness ven-
dors providing free health 
screenings, healthy living 
tips, healthy cooking demon-
strations and more. Expo at-
tendees also received a free 
gift bag containing health 
and wellness resources.

In addition to health 
screenings, the Expo offered 
informative speaking ses-
sions on topics such as: Dis-
covering Your Ancestry, How 
to Live To Your Best Health 
Potential, Understanding 

Third annual health fair brings in hundreds
BY LARRY STANFORD
larry.stanford@rockdalecitizen.com

See T-SPLOST, Page 7A

Top, Covington Cares held its first community cleanup Saturday, working in the Sand Hill/Texas Alley neighborhood and the Nel-
son Heights neighborhood. City council members, city staff and community volunteers joined to pick up trash off the streets, while 
residents were encouraged to bring all sizes and kinds of trash and debris to the curb for free pickup from the city on Saturday 
and Monday. In the photo, the group that cleaned Nelson Heights, including council members Josh McKelvey, Hawnethia Williams, 
Kenneth Morgan and Anthony Henderson, and city public relations manager Trey Sanders, are all smiles after their cleanup. Above 
left, Covington Mayor Ronnie Johnston leads the volunteers up West Street as they start their work. Each person received a Cov-
ington Cares green backpack that contained trash bags, gloves, crackers and a bottle of water. Above right, Josh McKelvey adds 
another tire and several coils of tubing he hauled out of the bushes to a trash pile. (Staff Photos: Larry Stanford)

See COUNCIL, Page 7A See FAIR, Page 7A
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