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By BRENNEN KAUFFMAN
Idaho Falls Post Register

Gov. Brad Little asked Ida-
hoans to be patient with the 
limited number of available 
COVID-19 vaccines over the 
next weeks and 
months.

Little and state 
Department 
of Health and 
Welfare Director 
Dave Jeppesen 
fielded concerns 
about the state’s 
vaccine rollout 
to residents 
over the age of 
65 during the 
weekly AARP 
town hall call. 
More than a quarter-million 
Idahoans currently qualify to 
receive the vaccine but the state 
is receiving about 25,000 doses 
of the coronavirus vaccines each 
week.

“Anyone that wants to get the 
vaccine, you will be able to do 
so. It’s going to take a little time, 
maybe even a couple months to 
get through this whole group, 
but we will work through it,” 
Jeppesen said.

AARP Idaho Director Lupe 
Wissel said she had heard from 
many AARP members that it 
was impossible to find open 
times to register for vaccine 
appointments, whether in the 
next few days or out into April. 
People who called into the event 
Tuesday also expressed frustra-
tion with the current limitations 
on setting up vaccine appoint-
ments.

By BETSY Z. RUSSELL
brussell@idahopress.com

BOISE — With the Idaho 
Senate poised to debate a 
resolution aimed at ending his 
Stage 2 public health order for 
COVID-19, 
Gov. Brad 
Little on 
Tuesday 
rescinded 
it himself, replacing it with 
less-restrictive “Stage 3 Stay 
Healthy Guidelines” allow-
ing for gatherings of up to 50 
people.

“When we moved back to 
Stage 2 in November, case 
counts were spiking and 
hospitals were bracing for the 

worst,” Little said in a live-
streamed address to the state. 
“Today, thanks to our collec-
tive good efforts, those case 
counts are much lower and 
trending downward.”

State lawmakers welcomed 
the move, and the Senate an-
nounced it wouldn’t take up 
SCR 103, its resolution aimed 
at rescinding the Stage 2 order.

“I think we have a major 
step going towards what we 
wanted to have happen, and 
what the citizens of Idaho, or 
at least a significant percentage 
of them, wanted to see hap-
pen,” said Senate President Pro 
Tem Chuck Winder, R-Boise. 
“It does not end the pandemic. 
It doesn’t end the seriousness 
of what’s going on. But it does 

say we’re making progress.”
Still, he said, lawmakers plan 

to introduce bills this week 
to address more of a role for 
the Legislature in “long-term 
emergencies.”

Dr. Christine Hahn, state 
epidemiologist, said, “We have 
seen a dramatic drop in cases 
in the state. … In late Decem-
ber we were 23rd in the nation 
as far as our rate of cases. We 
have dropped down to 40th.”

“We need to keep seeing 
those numbers go down, but 
that was … very welcome 
news,” Hahn said.

Little said, “Idaho remains 
open, but with some necessary 
limitations.”
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Little moves Idaho to Stage 3, eases restrictions 
Larger gatherings to be allowed, caution still urged
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Senators, including Senate President Pro Tem Chuck Winder, second from left, and 
Majority Leader Kelly Anthon, center, talk in the Senate chamber shortly after their 
session adjourned for the day on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021.
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By RACHEL SPACEK
rspacek@idahopress.com

HOMEDALE — Dozens 
lined up outside the cafeteria 
at Homedale Middle School 
on Friday, but not for lunch. 
Instead, 
the adults 
visiting the 
school were 
eagerly awaiting their first dose 
of the COVID-19 vaccine.

One hundred residents 
received the vaccine Friday 
at the middle school, where 
Terry Reilly Health Services 

set up a vaccine clinic. The 
clinics, arranged by Jesus 
Blanco, outreach supervisor 
for Terry Reilly, aim to ensure 
rural and Latino communi-
ties are included in the vac-
cination rollout.

“It is all about access,” said 
Tami Fife, chief operating 
officer for Terry Reilly. “We 
are making sure the vaccine 
is accessible across the com-
munity to anyone that wants 
it. So (we are taking) it to 
where people live, work and 
worship.”

Aida Barroso received her 
vaccine Friday. She is the 

family migrant liaison for 
Homedale Middle School. 
Barroso is included in the 
second vaccination group, 
school district workers.

She said she was nervous 
to receive the vaccine, but 
figured it was up to her to do 
her part to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19.

“You have to do it, you have 
to do it,” Barroso said, about 
the vaccine. “If we want things 
to get better, then we have to 
do our part so that we can 
start getting back to normal.”

Barroso said she is worried 
that the migrant farmwork-

ers in Homedale and greater 
Owyhee County won’t get the 
vaccine, because it is inacces-
sible to them.

She said through the school 
district she is trying to send 
notices out to parents about 
vaccine clinics, like the Terry 
Reilly one on Friday.

Clinics such as Terry 
Reilly’s are important for 
populations such as farm-
workers, Barroso said, because 
they are less likely to drive to 
hospitals such as St. Luke’s or 
Saint Alphonsus in Nampa or 
Boise.

Terry Reilly reaches rural, Latino 
communities in vaccine clinics 

‘Having it here gives people who can’t drive a chance to get it’
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Jesus Blanco, outreach supervisor for Terry Reilly Health Services, coordinates with rural residents getting a COVID-19 vaccine at Homedale Middle 
School, Friday, Jan. 29, 2021.
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