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Bulldogs erupt late
 No. 1 Zags grab 1st win at NCAA tournament/1B

Man from Idaho dies in Ukraine
 Jim Hill killed in a Russian attack on the city of Chernihiv/3A
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Her View
Roundabout, progress has

me looking to the past — 5A
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By Rachel Sun
For the Daily News

For World Down Syndrome 
Day, Tina Baldwin wants 
people to know about the con-
nection between Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Down syndrome.

A local mental health 
advocate and mother of a 
woman who has Down syn-
drome, Baldwin says research 
into Down syndrome could 
also benefit people with 
Alzhiemer’s disease because of 
their shared traits.

Down syndrome is caused 
by an extra copy of chromo-
some 21, which produces the 
amyloid precursor protein. 
World Down Syndrome Day is 
on March 21 to promotes pub-
lic awareness and inclusivity 
of those born with a third copy 
of the 21st chromosome. 

Too much of the amyloid 
precursor protein causes 
what are called beta-amyloid 
plaques in the brain, which 
are a hallmark of Alzhiemer’s 
disease. 

At some point, many peo-
ple with Down syndrome also 
exhibit signs of Alzhiemer’s 
disease. Baldwin is hoping 
that information will lead to 
more of a focus on studying 
Down syndrome, and mental 
health care for people with 
Down syndrome. 

However, mental health 
care is often difficult to access 

for people with developmental 
disabilities, she said.

“(People with Down syn-
drome) should be evaluated 
especially frequently when the 
signs and symptoms show up,” 
she said. “(It) is known to be a 
significant factor in how that 
disease progresses.”

One challenge in evaluating 
people with Down syndrome, 
Baldwin said, is the limited 
accessibility to mental health 
services.

Many people with Down 
syndrome rely on Medicaid for 
health insurance, which limits 
their service options. Providers 

can also lack training in men-
tal health treatment for people 
with intellectual developmen-
tal disabilities.

“You’ve got the guardian, 
the physician, and the parents 
or whoever advocating for 
mental health services, but 
then there’s no money to pro-

vide them. It’s a system that 
needs reform,” she said.

Often, people who have 
developmental disabilities 
don’t get the care they need, 
she said, but are cared for 
at home and may lose what 

On World Down 
Syndrome Day, 
local advocate says 
community needs 
better support

Appreciating them ‘just the way they are’

Zach Wilkinson/Daily News
The Chairwoman of Spectrum Institute’s governing board, Tina Baldwin, poses for a portrait in front of a wall of pot holders that were made 
by her daughter, who has Down syndrome. Baldwin holds the number 21 on her fingers in honor of World Down Syndrome Day, March 21, 
which promotes public awareness and inclusivity of those born with a third copy of the 21st chromosome.
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By William L. Spence
For the Daily News

BOISE — Two incre-
mental tax relief propos-
als advanced to the Senate 
floor Thursday, more than a month 
after they passed in the House.

House Bill 509 would boost the 
grocery tax credit by $20, from 
$100 to $120 per person for those 
younger than 65 and from $120 
to $140 for those 65 and older.

House Bill 481, by contrast, amends 
legislation approved last year that 
added an asset valuation cap to the cir-
cuit breaker property tax relief program.

The mea-
sure increases 
the maximum 
value of a 
primary res-
idence that 
can qualify for 
the program 
from 125% 
of the county 
median to 

150% or $300,000, whichever is greater.
The Senate Local Government and 

Taxation Committee spent about 15 
minutes hearing the two bills before 
sending them to the Senate floor with 
favorable recommendations. There 
was no public testimony in support 
or opposition to either measure.

Measures address Idaho 
grocery tax credit, 
circuit breaker program

Two tax relief bills advance

Vick Shepherd
Staff report

Pullman Police on Wednesday 
found multiple dead animals 
inside a Pullman apartment and 
are continuing to investigate. 

Cmdr. Jake Opgenorth said police 
received a report of possible animal 
neglect or cruelty occurring at an 
apartment in The Ruckus complex. 
Officers obtained a search warrant after 
talking to witnesses and allegedly see-
ing a dead dog inside the apartment.

Code Enforcement Supervisor 

Elizabeth Oje said the dead ani-
mals found inside include a python, 
bearded dragon, gecko, a dog, three 
ferrets and four sugar gliders.

Police also found animals still 
alive, including two dogs, two 
cats, a tortoise, a bearded drag-
on, a gecko and two hedgehogs.

Oje said the living animals were 
taken to an emergency care veteri-
narian for evaluation. Some of those 
animals remained with the vet and 
others were transported to anoth-
er location for feeding and care.

Oje said police are going to be 
compiling statements and inter-
viewing other potential witnesses. 

Police have identified suspects but 
have made no arrests or forwarded 
charges as of Thursday morning.

Several additional animals 
taken to veterinarian for 
emergency care, evaluation

Police find multiple dead animals 
inside Pullman apartment

By Rachel La Corte
Associated Press

OLYMPIA — A Washington 
measure that prohibits legal action 
against people seeking an abortion 
and those who aid them was signed 
into law Thursday by the governor, 
in a move designed to rebut recent 
actions by conservative states.

“We know this bill is necessary 
because this is a perilous time for 
the ability of people to have the 
freedom of choice that they have 
enjoyed for decades,” said Gov. Jay 

Inslee, a Democrat. 
The bill signing comes just 

days after the Legislature in 
neighboring Idaho approved 
a bill that allows lawsuits by 
potential family members to 
enforce a ban on abortions per-
formed after six weeks of pregnancy. 

Conservative legislatures in sev-
eral states have either passed or 
proposed new abortion restrictions 
in anticipation of possible changes to 
the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade rul-
ing from the U.S. Supreme Court.

Washington’s measure, which takes 

effect in June, prohibits the 
state from taking any action 
against an individual seeking 
to end their pregnancy or for 
assisting someone who is preg-
nant in obtaining an abortion.

The language is in response 
to a Texas law, which took effect 
last September, and which 
bans abortion after roughly six 
weeks of pregnancy and makes 

no exceptions in cases of rape or incest. 
The enforcement of the law is left up to 
private citizens, who can collect $10,000 
or more if they bring a successful law-
suit against a provider or anyone who 
helps a patient obtain an abortion.

On Tuesday, Idaho’s Legislature 
sent a bill to Republican Brad Little 
that is modeled off the Texas law. 

The measure bans abortion after 
six week of pregnancy and allows 
the father, grandparents, siblings, 
aunts and uncles of a “preborn child” 
to each sue an abortion provider for 
a minimum of $20,000 in damages 
within four years of the abortion.

A handful of states have put for-
ward similar legislation copying the 
Texas law, but Idaho’s version appears 
to have advanced the furthest.

“To the citizens of Idaho, if Idaho 
will not stand up for your consti-
tutional rights, we will,” Inslee 
said before signing the bill.

If the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turns Roe v. Wade entirely, the 

Measure comes in the wake of Idaho bill that allows 
lawsuits against providers by potential family members 

Washington prohibits Texas-style abortion lawsuits

Inslee
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