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IT RAINS ACID IN HYDERABAD
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

IT was a temperate July day in Hyderabad 
— never going beyond 30 degrees Celsius 
— but the earth was searing-hot with rheto-
ric. Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao 
took on PM Narendra Modi, who was just 
a few miles away in the city, daring him to 
pull down the Telangana government just 
as the ruling BJP had done in Maharashtra 
— and promising a “revolution” if  that 
came about.

Modi had landed in Hyderabad in the af-
ternoon to participate in the BJP’s national 
executive. He headed straight to the venue 
— HICC, in the city’s IT corridor—in a 
chopper. The stage there had already seen 
belligerent words from BJP leaders, as they 
engaged in political volleys with KCR.

The TRS, rightly interpreting the BJP’s 
choice of  Hyderabad for its national execu-
tive as a politically loaded one, decided to 
go big with its own counter-show. Hours be-
fore the PM arrived in the city, Chan-
drasekhar Rao and his minister-son K T 
Rama Rao organised a grand welcome for 
Opposition presidential candidate 
Yashwant Sinha. It rained pink petals, flags  
and confetti as a convoy carrying Rao and 
Sinha drove from Begumpet airport to the 
Jalavihar guest house on Necklace road, 
trailed by hundreds of  bikes.

And then, as KCR addressed his party 
MPs and MLAs, the barbs flew thick and 
fast. He called the caravan of  BJP leaders 
“political tourists” and taunted PM Modi 

about the falling rupee—the lowest in his-
tory at present—and asked why he was 
avoiding talking about what was his pet 
subject when the UPA was ruling.

“Several Union ministers who are here 
are saying they will topple the TRS govern-
ment. We are also waiting for it so that we 
can be  free. Later we will bring you down 
in Delhi. From crisis comes revolution, al-
ways,” Rao thundered.

At the BJP venue, party orators had al-
ready lit up the stage with some fiery 
words. Referring to the glaring absence of  
the CM among the dignitaries who wel-
comed PM Modi, Union minister Smriti 
Irani called it an insult to the Constitution. 
“One who hurts the dignity of  the Constitu-
tion is a dictator. KCR is a dictator,” she 
said. Another minister, Anurag Thakur, re-
turned KCR’s barb, saying it was the TRS 
that would turn political tourists in its own 
state post-elections.

Meanwhile, basking in the attention the 
TRS was showering on him, Sinha said the 
country needed leaders like Rao. Referring 
to the presidential election, Sinha said it 
wasn’t a battle between two identities 
(Droupadi Murmu being a tribal) but one 
between two ideologies. 

As the political fisticuffs continued late 
into the night on Saturday, it will be PM 
Modi’s turn to be at the centrestage on Sun-
day. He is all set to address a public meeting 
in the evening at Parade Grounds in Secun-
derabad. The BJP promises that will signal 
“the death-knell” for TRS’s dynastic rule.

BJP and TRS take on each other as the former’s national executive meeting gets underway 

UDAIPUR LINK

MHA hands over 
Amravati killing 
probe to NIA
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi / Mumbai

THE Ministry of  Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Saturday 
handed over the case related 
to the murder of  a 54-year-old 
chemist at Amravati in Ma-
harashtra to the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA), 
three days after it entrusted 
the federal organisation with 
probing the gruesome killing 
of  a tailor in Udaipur.

The barbaric killing of  
Umesh Kolhe took place on 
on June 21. The conspir-
acy behind the killing, 
involvement of  or-
ganisations and inter-
national linkages 
would be thoroughly 
probed, the Home Min-
ister’s Office tweeted.

Kolhe had allegedly shared 
a post on some WhatsApp 
groups in support of  Nupur 
Sharma. According to police, 
a man named Irfan Khan is 
the mastermind behind the 
brutal killing. He roped in five 
others to kill Kohle promising 
them ̀ 10,000 each and safe es-
cape in a car. According to po-
lice, Kolhe was killed when on 
his way back home on a two-
wheeler. A group of  men led 
by Khan allegedly intercepted 

and slit his throat.
So far, the Amravati 

police have arrested six 
suspects in connection with 

the murder. Confirming a link 
between the Udaipur and Am-
ravati killings, DCP Amrava-
ti, Vikram Sali said, “Prima 
facie, it seems the reason for 
the murder is his social media 
post on Sharma.”

The police have also recov-
ered a knife which was alleg-
edly used to commit the crime. 
The police recovered and 
studied CCTV footage which 
helped them with clues relat-
ed to the suspects.

A ‘new India’ of 
economic power is 
emerging: BJP
R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ Hyderabad

ON the first day of  the two-day National 
Executive Committee meeting in poll-
bound Telangana, the BJP on Saturday 
resolved to build a “new India as the cen-
t re  o f  s k i l l s ,  e m p l oy m e n t  a n d 
development.”

The ‘Economic and Welfare Resolution’ 
noted that the process has begun to pro-
vide 10 lakh jobs in various government 
sectors.

“As the nation has continued its growth 
trajectory of  up to 8.7% at a time when 
economies across the world have plum-
meted, the Modi government has taken a 
resolve to spend over `5 lakh crore for de-
velopment, including creation of  around 
10 lakh jobs,” said Dharamendra Pradhan, 
HRD Minister. 

He said PM Modi’s wise policies have led 
the country to emerge as a robust economy 
in the last eight years. Besides, the govern-
ment plans to achieve self-reliance in eve-
ry field of  development. “The government 
has done well in accelerating development 
in aspirational districts,” Pradhan said. 

Mob attacks 
Udaipur accused
THE four accused in the 
killing of Udaipur tailor 
Kanhaiya Lal came under 
attack while being taken 
to a prisoner vehicle after 
being produced in a court 
in Jaipur. A mob led by 
some lawyers raised 
slogans and demanded 
capital punishment for 
them. They also tore off 
the cloth of one of the 

accused before police 
rescued them. 

Lookout notice for Nupur by Kolkata cops
The Kolkata Police on Saturday issued a lookout notice for Nupur 
Sharma after she failed to appear before its sleuths fourth time in a 
row over her controversial remarks on Prophet Mohammad that 
triggered widespread violence in parts of West Bengal. She had 
skipped summons issued by officers earlier. 

TOP POST

Amarinder as 
NDA’s Veep 
candidate? 
Aide claims so
H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

FORMER Punjab Chief  Min-
ister Capt Amarinder Singh 
may be the NDA candidate 
for the post of  Vice-Presi-
dent. He is currently in Lon-
don recuperating from a sur-
gery and is expected to fly 
back to India next week. He 
was discharged from hospi-
tal after undergoing spinal 
surgery on June 27.

Sources close to the former 
Patiala royal family scion 
said he has been in touch 
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah. Shah spoke to 
him about three days back 
for about half-an-hour and 
the PM, too, spoke to him on 
phone and wished him 
speedy recovery. He has also 
been in touch with other top 
leaders of  the saffron party. 

The sources said NDA is 
likely to announce a leader 
from a minority community 
as its vice-presidential can-
didate and the chances of  
Amarinder getting the nomi-
nation are high.

“The Punjab Lok Con-
gress, which Amarinder 
formed before the Punjab 
Assembly polls after he left 
the Congress, is likely to be 
merged with the BJP after 
he returns and his name as 
NDA candidate may be an-
nounced. He has been prom-
ised a plum position,” said a 
close confident of  the two-
time CM.

ZUBAIR IN 14-DAY 
JUDICIAL CUSTODY, 
TO FACE ED PROBE  

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  New Delhi

THE Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) is likely to file a money 
laundering case against Alt-
News co-founder Mohammed 
Zubair after Delhi Police 
found he received 
donations from Pa-
kistan and Syria.

The federal finan-
cial investigating 
agency has asked 
the Delhi Police to 
hand over the FIR, 
remand papers and 
account-related in-
formation of  the Zu-
bair’s website.

Earlier in the day, 
a Delhi court dis-
missed Zubair’s bail 
plea and sent him to 
14-day judicial custody, citing 
the nature and gravity of  the 
offences against him and ob-
serving that the matter is at 
the initial stage of  investiga-
tion. Chief  Metropolitan Mag-
istrate Snigdha Sarvaria pro-
nounced the judgment after 

the open court reconvened 
late in the evening. Zubair 
was arrested on June 27 for a 
2018 “objectionable tweet” . 
Faux pas on bail plea

Delhi Police had egg on its 
face after a senior official told 

media that Zubair’s 
bail application was 
rejected and he has 
been sent to 14-day 
judicial custody 
even before the or-
d e r  w a s 
pronounced. 
“It is extremely 
scandalous and it 
speaks of  the status 
of  rule of  law in our 
country today. That 
even before the judi-
cial magistrate has 
sat and pronounced 

the order, the police have 
leaked the order to the me-
dia,” said Soutik Banerjee, 
Zubair’s lawyer. DCP KPS 
Malhotra later admitted his 
mistake saying he spoke to 
the probe officer and “mis-
heard” the message.

Mohammed Zubair being taken to jail  from Patiala House court on Saturday |  PTI

‘No custody 
needed’

Delhi Police had 
produced Zubair in 
court on expiry of 

his five-day 
custody. The 

police told the 
court further 

interrogation was 
not required and 

sought judicial 
custody

No to plastic: Chhattisgarh opts for Bartan Banks 
E J A Z  K A I S E R  @ Raipur

THE ban on single-use plastic 
(SUP) in the country, effective 
from July 1, has led Chhattis-
garh to launch 500 ‘Bartan 
Banks’ across the urban and 
semi-urban areas.

The new ban includes 19 
items: earbuds, plastic sticks 
for balloons, flags, candy sticks, 
ice-cream sticks, polystyrene 
(thermocol), plates, cups, glass-
es, forks, spoons, knives, straws, 
trays, wrapping or packaging 
films around sweets boxes, in-
vitation cards, cigarette pack-

ets, plastic or PVC banners less 
than 100 microns, and stirrers 
that cannot be used. 

The Bartan Bank will pro-
vide stainless steel utensils 
— plates, glasses, cups, 
spoons and other items 
-- to replace disposable 
plastics during public 
functions, social and 
religious events. The 
‘bank’ will be open in 14 
municipal corporations, 43 
municipalities and 112 nagar 
panchayats of  the state. The 
utensils will be available on a 
nominal rent.

The Chhattisgarh urban ad-
ministration department has 
directed the commissioners 
and chief  executive officers of  

all urban bodies to open 
such banks in their re-

spective areas at the 
earliest.

“The decision to fa-
cilitate 500 ‘Bartan 

Banks’ comes following 
a notification issued by 

the Centre. The state has al-
ready banned the use of  poly-
thene since 2017,” said an offi-
cial. He said the growing use of  
plastics during public func-

tions remains a big environ-
ment and health concern.

According to an estimate, 
Chhattisgarh on an average 
consumes 1,000 tons of  plastic 
every month.

“Three such banks have 
started functioning in the state 
capital Raipur, which are being 
managed by women self-help 
group. We will add more such 
facilities,” said Aijaz Debar, 
Raipur Mayor.

Social and religious organi-
zations have also appealed to 
the people to help and support 
the initiative.

S T E E L Y  R E S O L V E

Centre eases rules for 
receiving foreign funds
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  New Delhi 

THE Union Home Ministry has 
amended certain rules under 
the Foreign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Act (FCRA) that will 
now allow Indians to receive up 
to `10 lakh in a year from rela-
tives staying abroad without 
informing the authorities. If  
the amount exceeds this limit, 
a person will have a 90-day win-
dow to inform the government 
instead of  30 days earlier.

The FCRA Rules, 2022, were 
notified through a gazette noti-
fication on Friday night.

Rule 6, which deals with inti-
mation of  receiving funds from 
relatives settled abroad, earlier 
stated that any person receiv-
ing foreign contribution “in ex-
cess of  `1 lakh or equivalent 
thereto in a financial year from 

any of  his relatives shall in-
form the central government 
(details of  funds) within 30 
days from the receipt of  such 
contribution”.

Changes have also been made 
in Rule 9, which deals with ap-
plication of  obtaining ‘registra-
tion’ or ‘prior permission’ un-
der the FCRA to receive funds. 
The time limit for individuals 
and organisations/NGOs to in-
form the home ministry about 
bank account(s) that are to be 
used for utilisation of  such 
funds has been raised from 30 
days to 45 days now. 

In case of  change of  bank ac-
count, name, address, aims or 
k e y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
organisation(s) receiving for-
eign funds, the MHA has now 
allowed 45 days time to inform 
it, instead of  previous 15 days.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Russia’s missile  
message to West  
The latest in a litany of horrors 
in Ukraine came this week as 
Russian firepower rained down 
on civilians in a busy shopping 
mall in a war in its fifth month. 
The brutality of Russian missile 
strikes in Kremenchuk and 
capital Kyiv unfolded in full 
view of the world.  P9

BEAUTIFUL DAY
India got off to a bright start in gloomy 

conditions against England at Edgbaston

UNWANTED RECORD FOR BROAD
England pacer Stuart Broad, who had conceded six 

sixes in an over to Yuvraj Singh in the World T20 in 2007, 
now holds the record for most runs conceded in Tests 

too. Bowling with the second new ball, Broad 
delivered the 84th over when India were placed at 

377/9 as England looked to restrict the visitors. 
Instead, Jasprit Burmah scored 29 runs and 

Broad conceded five wides as he leaked 35 
runs in one over. (4, 5wd, 6 nb, 4, 4, 4, 6, 1) 

as India ended up with 416.

THIRD CENTURY FOR JADEJA
All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja consolidated 
India’s position on Day 2 of the fifth Test 

against England at Edgbaston, scoring his third 
Test century. The southpaw’s knock came off 194 

deliveries and included 13 boundaries.

BUMRAH STRIKES EARLY
Stand-in captain Bumrah came back and took three 

wickets to reduce England to 44 for 3 in 11 overs on 
a rain-interrupted day.

HYDERABAD HUDDLE:  PM Narendra Modi and J P Nadda at BJP meet (L); Opposition’s presidential candidate Yashwant Sinha with CM K Chandrashekar Rao |  PTI


