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T h e  g ove r n me nt ’s 
planned judicial upheaval 
received a yellow flag Fri-
day, when Moody’s Inves-
tors Service changed the 
outlook on its rating for Is-
rael to stable from positive. 
The credit rating agency 
said the change “reflects 
a deterioration of Israel’s 
governance, as illustrat-
ed by the recent events 
around the government’s 
proposal for overhauling 
the country’s judiciary.”

The statement went on to 
say that “While mass pro-
tests have led the govern-
ment to pause the legislation 
and seek dialogue with the 
opposition, the manner in 
which the government has 
attempted to implement a 
wide-ranging reform with-
out seeking broad consen-
sus points to a weakening 
of institutional strength and 
policy predictability.”

“While Moody’s does not 
expect the reforms to be 
passed in their originally 
proposed form, it is far from 
clear whether a compromise 

can be found,” the compa-
ny’s analysts wrote. They 
stressed that “the govern-
ment has reiterated its inten-
tion to change the selection 
process for judges, implying 
that the risk of renewed pro-
tests remains high.”

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
responded Saturday eve-
ning, releasing a joint state-
ment stating that the coun-
try’s economy is “stable and 
strong, and will remain so, 
God willing.” The Moody’s 
analysts “are correctly 
identifying the strengthen-
ing of Israel’s economy in 
every metric,” they stated. 
There will be “no harm to 
Israeli democracy or the 
Israeli economy,” they said, 
“and we will continue to lead 
responsible financial, secu-
rity and social policy and to 
do everything for a stable, 
flourishing and prosperous 
Israeli economy.”

Credit rating 
unchanged

Moody’s left Israel’s actu-
al credit rating unchanged, 
at A1, but emphasized that 
it could be downgraded in 
the future, particularly if 
investment in the country’s 
high-tech industry slows 
or if companies relocate 

As soon as Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and Isaac Herzog 
decided to pick up the phone 
to call the heads of Moody’s 
in order to downplay the 
economic implications of 
the bills now under review 
by the Knesset, it was clear 
to the agency’s leaders that 
they were smelling a rat.

Such a phone call is highly 
irregular. The recruitment 
of the country’s president, 
a person with only a repre-

sentational role devoid of 
any real authority and lack-
ing any economic expertise, 
exposed the situation: The 
government assessed that 
Moody’s was about to down-
grade Israel’s credit rating 
and was trying to pre-empt 
the evil decree.

The text published by 
the credit rating company 
showed that just like many 
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Moody’s no longer 
believes Bibi either

Moody’s cuts 
Israel’s credit 
rating outlook
‘Deterioration of governance’ cited by 
agency; A1 credit rating unchanged        

Despite the numerous in-
telligence warnings and the 
high alert in Israel, there 
were no rockets or unmanned 
drones launched at Israel as 
Iran marked its “Jerusalem 
Day,” in support of Palestin-
ians, on Friday. However, 
there were reports of a cy-
berattack against the web-
sites of Israeli banks, which 

has not caused much damage 
so far. At the same time, ver-
bal blows were exchanged 
by the two sides, along with 
attempts at psychological 
warfare.

The Wall Street Journal 
reported on Friday, quoting 
anonymous sources, that the 
recent firing of rockets from 
Lebanon into Israel on April 

6 was not just an initiative 
of Hamas members in south 
Lebanon, but rather a coordi-
nated action by Shi’ite forces, 
led by Iran. According to the 
newspaper, General Esmail 
Qaani, the commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards’ Quds 
Force (who replaced Qasem 
Soleimani, who was assas-
sinated by the Americans 
in 2020) arrived in Beirut a 
few days before the rockets 
were launched in order to 
coordinate the attack on Is-

rael. The Journal reported 
that launching the rockets 
was discussed in meetings 
between the Iranian general 
and senior Hamas leaders 
Saleh al-Arouri and Ismail 
Haniyeh, as well as Hezbol-
lah’s Secretary-General Has-
san Nasrallah.

The Journal’s report 
matched some of the earlier 
assessments in Israel, made 
several hours after the near-
ly 30 rockets were launched 
from southern Lebanon, that 

the attack could not have 
been carried out without the 
prior approval of Hezbollah, 
the most powerful military 
force in the area. However, 
Israeli defense officials in-
sist on their determination 
that Hamas was the group 
launching the rockets, with-
out coordinating this with 
Hezbollah.

To Hezbollah they at-
tribute the detonation of 

Iran and Hezbollah have their eyes on Israel
Nasrallah’s speech reflected the conclusions in Iran and Lebanon about Israel’s vulnerability
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Three Arab citizens, in-
cluding an 11-year-old boy, 
were murdered in separate 
shooting incidents over the 
weekend, and another seven 
were wounded.

An 11-year-old boy was 
killed and a 17-year-old was 
wounded in hours-long gun-
fights in the southern Israeli 

Bedouin city of Rahat early 
Saturday morning. Sources 
say the exchanges of fire 
were part of a months-long 
dispute between two fami-
lies over land ownership that 
has escalated recently. The 
boy who died was identified 
as Mohammed Abu Huwash.

Police forces were still at 
the scene Saturday evening 
to guard the homes of the 
feuding families and pre-

vent further flare-ups.
City residents have tried 

to get the families to rec-
oncile, and last week there 
was a three-day truce that 
ended Friday in a brawl that 
included rock-throwing and 
the vandalism of vehicles. 
Relatives of Mohammed say 
police came to the neighbor-
hood Friday, began an inves-
tigation and then left. Resi-
dents say the shooting began 

around 1 A.M. Saturday and 
continued for about 40 min-
utes, resuming briefly at 4 
A.M. and at 6, when Moham-
med was shot and killed.

Raad Abu Huwash, Mo-
hammed’s uncle, who wit-
nessed the shooting, says 
his nephew was targeted by 
the shooter and shot from 
a distance of about 2 me-
ters (yards). “Two bullets 
hit his body and another 

grazed him,” the uncle said, 
added that the shooter fled 
the scene, presumably in a 
vehicle.

Bassam Abu Huwash, an-
other uncle, said that police 
should be stationed in the 
neighborhood permanently. 
He claimed that officers ar-
rived at the scene only after 
the brawl began, did not re-
main at the scene and did 
not try to arrest the shoot-

ers during the exchanges of 
gunfire. He also said it took 
half an hour for officers to 
arrive after his nephew was 
shot. “It shows powerless-
ness,” Bassam said. “We 
want to raise children too, 
but we are all living in fear.”

In a statement the po-
lice said officers were dis-
patched to the scene as soon 

Three Arab citizens murdered, including 11-year-old
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Deborah Harris says 
that when Meir Shalev told 
her more than a decade 
ago that his next book 
would be a memoir about 
his grandmother and the 
household appliance she 
received in the ‘30s from 
her wealthy brother-in-law 
in Los Angeles, she had to 
take a deep breath.

As Shalev’s literary agent 
since the start of his career, 

Harris was well aware of 
her client’s versatility, his 
sense of adventure, his skill 
at blending elements of the 
quotidian, the sacred and 
the grotesque in a single 
work. But a full-length non-
fiction book about his obses-
sively clean grandmother 
and her love affair with her 
“sweeper,” as she referred 
to the device, sounded like 
a stretch even for Shalev.

“I said, ‘Meir, I don’t 
think I can sell this one. I 

can try, but I don’t think I 
can sell it.’”

Of course, “My Rus-
sian Grandmother and her 
American Vacuum Clean-
er” (published in Hebrew 
in 2009 and two years later 
in an English translation by 
Evan Fallenberg) “is prob-
ably his second most suc-
cessful book,” Harris says. 
“I sold it everywhere, and it 
keeps selling everywhere.” 

It ’s a funny ironic 
work about the author’s 

family history, at whose 
center was Tonia, his stub-
born, unintentionally hilar-
ious grandmother whose 
passion for cleaning over-
came her ascetic ideology, 
so that the vacuum cleaner 
nearly became an exten-
sion of her arm.

Shalev, who died Tues-
day at 74, learned only six 
months ago that he was 
incurably ill with cancer.  
According to Harris, he 
was fearless in his ap-
proach to death. She could 
also have been describing 
his approach to life, includ-
ing his writing.

He may have been one of 
Israel’s most beloved writ-
ers, but Shalev didn’t pub-
lish his first novel, “Roman 
Russi” (“The Blue Moun-
tain,” translated by Hillel 
Halkin) until 1978, when he 
was 40. Like most of the 
seven novels that followed, 
he combined elements of 
his early childhood in the 
Jezreel Valley and of his 
family’s pioneering con-
nection to the soil with his 
lifelong fascination with the 
Hebrew Bible, its language 
and its often twisted familial 
relationships.

Shalev was born with the 
state, in 1948, and his pre-
occupation with the Jewish 

Meir Shalev, a master of the tragic, 
the absurd – and the Bible

See IRAN, Page 2

See MURDER, Page 2

See SHALEV, Page 4

See OUTLOOK, Page 2See MOODY’S, Page 2

Amos Harel

Michael Hauser Tov

Senior coalition members 
are concerned about a pub-
lic backlash that could be 
sparked by advancement 
of a bill that would reduce 
the age for draft exemption 
from 26 to 21.  “Netanyahu 
must get a grip and realize 
that if this bill is not well ex-
plained, it will fail just like 
the judicial reform has,” 
said one senior source. 

Shas and United Torah 
Judaism have stated un-
equivocally that if the law 
does not pass, the coalition 
will be dissolved immedi-
ately. These parties have 
predicated their support for 
the state budget, which must 

be passed by the Knesset be-
fore the end of May, on the 
passage of the new draft law.

Some coalition members 
are concerned that the 
weekly protests against the 
overhaul of the justice sys-
tem, will now focus on the 
draft bill, which benefits the 
ultra-Orthodox population. 

The Haredi parties’ ulti-
matum compels the coali-
tion to pass the law in an 
accelerated manner, within 
one month. The Knesset re-
turns from its recess at the 
end of April, with the next 
month designated to passing 
the new draft law as well as 
a new Basic Law regulating 
Torah studies, which will de-
fine Torah studies as equiva-

lent to military service.
The plan to overhaul the 

justice system was also ad-
vanced in rapid mode, with 
no attempts to reach a broad 
consensus. Senior govern-
ment officials are worried 
that the advancement of a 
law touching on the value 
of military service while 
giving significant benefits 
to young ultra-Orthodox 
men will evoke a similar 
response. “The law doesn’t 
change the current situa-
tion in which the Haredi 
population does not serve in 
the army, but it perpetuates 
it,” said a senior coalition 
member.

Until now, the age for ex-
emption from military ser-
vice has been 26. Up to that 
age, Haredi men must study 
at a yeshiva in order to avoid 
being conscripted. The co-
alition wishes to reduce 
this to 21, but the defense 
establishment objects, ar-
guing that it is unfair that a 
demobilized 21-year-old sol-
dier will have to compete for 
the same jobs with a Haredi 
man who didn’t serve. It is 
estimated that the exemp-
tion age will ultimately be 
reduced to 22. 

The main worry among 

Coalition fears public backlash 
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Ultra-Orthodox men at the induction center at Tel Hashomer 
in order to receive exemptions in 2021.     Eliyahu Hershkovitz

Protesters against the judicial overhaul in Jerusalem on Saturday. Signs read “Credit rating: From A1 to BB” and “Democracy for all.” See story, Page 2. Emil Salman


