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Tensions rise across country 
after Netanyahu fires Gallant

Defense source warns: Harm to IDF from overhaul will get worse
• By YONAH JEREMY BOB  

ELIAV BREUER and TAL SPUNGIN 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu fired Defense 
Minister Yoav Gallant due to 
his opposition to the judicial 
reform on Sunday evening.

“The security of the State 
of Israel was and always will 
be my life’s mission,” Gal-
lant tweeted. Gallant made 
a dramatic declaration on 
Saturday evening calling on 
Netanyahu to halt the judi-
cial overhaul long enough to 
more deeply engage in nego-
tiations with others to reach 
a compromise. 

A message from the Prime 
Minister’s Office added 
that Netanyahu summoned 
Gallant to his office and 
informed him that he “had 
lost his trust in him after 
[Gallant] acted against the 
government and against the 
coalition, while the prime 
minister was overseas.”

Netanyahu now has 48 
hours to appoint a defense 
minister.  Soon after the 
announcement came out, 
protest organizers across the 
country announced a series 
of protest for Sunday night. 
Netanyahu responded to Gal-
lant, “everyone must stand 
up to insubordination.”

In a tweet, opposition lead-
er Yair Lapid said that Gal-
lant’s firing, “just because he 
warned of a threat to Isra-
el’s security, is a new low for 
this anti-Zionist government. 
Netanyahu can fire Gallant, 
but he can’t fire reality and 
he can’t fire Israelis who are 
standing up to this coalition’s 
insanity. The prime minister 
endangers Israel’s security.” 

Netanyahu proved on Sun-
day that Israel’s security is not 
his chief priority, former IDF 
chief of staff MK Gadi Eisen-
kot said. “Gallant’s dismissal 
is a disgrace to Netanyahu’s 
legacy and a dangerous bet 
on all of our lives.”

Gallant’s predecessor and 
National Unity Party chair-
man Benny Gantz said: “We 
face a clear and immediate 

danger to Israel’s security,” 
former defense minister MK 
Benny Gantz wrote in reac-
tion to Gallant’s dismissal. 
“This evening, Netanya-
hu put politics and himself 
above security.”

A top defense official said 
in a briefing on Sunday that 
anyone who thinks that the 
IDF will not be harmed by the 
government’s judicial over-
haul policy becoming law – 
without much more negoti-
ation and compromise – is 
living in another era, 

“Whoever thinks they can 
leave the IDF out of it [the 
judicial overhaul debate] in 
2023 is living in a world of 
more than 50 years ago – 
and even then it was hard” 
to keep major public policy 
debates from distracting the 
military’s functioning, the 
official added.

According to the source, the 
IDF is currently at the prop-
er level of readiness for any 
security challenges by virtue 
of a carefully calibrated mix of 
deterring IDF reservists from 
striking, while keeping an 
open dialogue to make offi-
cers feel their voices are heard.

However, they added that 
all the vulnerabilities, in 
terms of officers who are just 
barely holding the line, are 
ready to ignite and spread 
through the military.

“A continuation [of the 
judicial overhaul with no 
pause] will harm the IDF’s 
readiness and it will spread 
from the reserves to the man-
datory service units and to 
other parts of the IDF. We are 
trying to overcome this. We 
already see the breach,” said 
the official.

Further, the official said, 
“there will start to be a refusal 

Reuven Rivlin says may participate in 
upcoming anti-reform demonstration

Former president to ‘Post’: Once and for all, we must decide our nation’s character 
EXCLUSIVE

• By GREER FAY CASHMAN

A long-time proponent for 
the drafting of a constitution, 
former president and former 
Knesset speaker Reuven Rivlin 
says that although he believes 
in compromise when it is pos-
sible, “this is not the time to 
play around.”

In an interview with The 
Jerusalem Post on Sunday, 
Rivlin said: “People are try-
ing to bring about compro-
mise, but it’s not a good idea. 
We have to, once and for all, 
decide on the character of our 
nation.”

In the present crisis of 
national discord in which 
there is alienation and hostili-
ty instead of unity and harmo-
ny, Rivlin sees compromise as 

a weakening of democracy.
As yet, he has not participat-

ed in a demonstration for the 
salvation of democracy, but if 
the present situation persists, 
“I will go to the next one,” 
he said.

During his presidency, 
Rivlin launched a project to 
unite what he called “the 
four tribes” – Israeli Arabs, 
Haredim (ultra-Orthodox), 
Religious Zionists and Secu-
lar Zionists who he believed 
should all work together for 
the common good, but who 
should be able to practice 
their own traditions and cus-
toms while respecting those 
of others.

Now there’s a fifth tribe, he 
says – Diaspora Jewry, includ-
ing Israelis living abroad, 
who in Hebrew are known as 
Yordim.

Not so long ago, ‘yordim’ 
was a pejorative. But Rivlin 
says they are important 
because “they are connected 
to Israel despite having left 

us, and they close the gap 
between Israel and Diaspora 
Jewry.”

During his seven-year term 
as president, Rivlin visited 
17 countries on three conti-
nents, and wherever he went, 
he spoke of Israel as a Jewish 
and democratic state. He sees 
no contradiction in terms, 
because in his view, Jewish 
migration to Israel is by way 

of repatriation to the ancient 
homeland.

Fearful that the proposed 
reforms in their present com-
position will impinge on 
democracy and civil rights, 
Rivlin said “I cannot live in a 
state which is not democratic 
and which does not respect 
civil rights.”

Rivlin is strongly opposed to 
any form of racial or gender 
discrimination  or discrimina-
tion against members of the 
LGBTQ community.

While he is in principle in 
favor of some kind of judicial 
reform, he insists that it must 
include a Basic Law with clear-
ly defined boundaries and 
division of authority. With-
out defining the boundaries 
between the legislative, exec-
utive and judicial branches of 
power, there is no democracy, 
Rivlin declared.

In the interim, as far as he’s 
concerned, Israel’s constitu-
tion is enshrined in the Decla-
ration of Independence.
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P R E S S U R I N G  T H E  D E C I S I O N - M A K E R S
Anti-judicial overhaul protesters gather outside the home of Agriculture Minister Avi Dichter 

in Ashkelon yesterday. Dichter insisted he would support the Judicial Appointments 
Committee bill, despite calling for a legislation freeze. Protesters gathered at the homes of 
other Likud MKs as well, as the bill, arguably the most critical and divisive of the overhaul, 

was finalized for its second and third readings in the Knesset. (Flash90)

It will take a village
ANALYSIS

• By HERB KEINON

“It takes a village to raise a child” goes 
a proverb that Hilary Clinton turned 
into the title of a 1996 book. The idea is 
straightforward: parents alone cannot raise 
responsible, well-adjusted children; rather, 
it takes a community, including friends, 
family, teachers and neighbors.

By the same token, it will take more 
than one individual to lead Israel out of 
its current impasse. To do so it is going to 
take key members of the coalition, as well 
as responsible members of the opposition 
and leaders of the mass protest movement 
whose genuine concern is the democratic 
nature of the state, not overturning the 
results of the last election.

The last month’s experience indicates 
that despite the hope that one individual 
will be able to do or say that one thing that 
will douse the flames and return the coun-

try to BJR (Before the Judicial Reform), this 
simply is not going to happen.

Three weeks ago, the nation cast its 
expectant eyes toward President Isaac Her-
zog. He had been overseeing various teams 
of negotiators and working on a compro-
mise proposal that many hoped would rep-
resent the Maimonidean golden mean. On 
March 15, he delivered a dramatic address 
to the nation that landed with a dud. 
While some in the opposition applauded it 
as an excellent place to start, the coalition 
– including Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu – thought it tilted too far toward 
the anti-reformers and rejected it out of 
hand.

The next to try his hand was Netanyahu. 
On Thursday, he dramatically weighed in 
on a matter that he had publicly not waded 
deeply into because of the fear that if he did 
so, the attorney-general might declare him 

New Palestinian militia 
surfaces in north West Bank

• By KHALED ABU TOAMEH

A new armed group has 
been established in the city 
of Salfit in the northern West 
Bank, where a number of sim-
ilar militias have been operat-
ing over the past year.

The new group, Battalion 
of Martyr Omar Abu Laila, 
is named after a Palestinian 
who carried out a shooting 
and stabbing attack near 
Ariel, killing two Israelis, a 
soldier and a civilian.

On March 17, 2019, Abu 
Laila stabbed Sgt. Gal Keidan 
at the Ariel junction, grabbed 
the soldier’s gun and opened 
fire, hitting Rabbi Achiad 
Ettinger, who succumbed to 
his wounds a day later.

Abu Laila was later killed in 
an exchange of fire with IDF 
forces.

Senior Palestinian Author-
ity officials and leaders of 
the ruling Fatah faction have 
since praised Abu Laila for 
carrying out the attack, and a 
memorial was erected for him 
in the village of Abwein near 

Ramallah where he hid before 
he was killed.

In a statement announcing 
the establishment of the new 
group on Sunday, the Battal-
ion of Martyr Omar Abu Laila 
said its “soldiers were pre-
paring many surprises that 
would shake the brutal [Israe-
li] entity.”

Addressing Israelis, the 
group said in a statement 
published by the Palestinian 
Khabar Press news agency: 
“Torment is coming to you. 
The battalion will stay and 
expand in Salfit and its [sur-
rounding] villages.”

Similar groups that have 
been operating in the north-
ern West Bank, specifically 
Nablus and Jenin, include 
the Lions’ Den, Jenin Bat-
talion, Nablus Battalion and 

Balata Battalion.
The groups consist of doz-

ens of gunmen affiliated with 
various factions, including 
Fatah, Hamas and Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad.

A similar group recent-
ly popped up in the city of 
Tulkarm, also in the northern 
West Bank. The group, called 
Tulkarm Battalion-Rapid 
Response, was responsible for 
a series of shooting attacks 
against Israeli civilians and 
soldiers in the area.

Its founder and command-
er, Amir Abu Khadijeh, 25, 
was killed by Israeli troops 
last week in the village of 
Ezbet Shufeh, east of Tulkarm. 
Khadijeh was affiliated with 
Fatah’s armed group, Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Brigades.

The PA security forces have 
thus far refrained from taking 
real measures to rein in the 
armed groups. According to 
Palestinian sources, a num-
ber of armed groups have also 
surfaced in other areas of the 
West Bank, including Bethle-
hem and Hebron.

Does judge selection 
law need 61 votes?

ANALYSIS
• By ELIAV BREUER

The coalition announced on Sunday that it would 
hold its weekly meeting of all of the coalition party 
leaders at 3 p.m., then delayed it to 6 p.m., and finally 
postponed it to Monday.

The reason for the delay was prolonged discussions 
between Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Justice 
Minister Yariv Levin and Education Minister and Min-
isterial Liaison to the Knesset Yoav Kisch over whether 
to bring the controversial Judicial Appointments Com-
mittee bill to a vote this week, after Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant called publicly on Saturday night to freeze 
the legislation due the impact of its passing on Israel’s 
national security.

The chief question is, should the coalition pass the bill 
if it does not have 61 votes?

Gallant’s firing 
shows Netanyahu 
remains steadfast, 
Page 2
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REUVEN RIVLIN
(Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)

Judicial selection 
bill almost ready 
for Knesset vote

In continuation of legislative 
blitz, Deri Law 2 prepped

• By MICHAEL STARR  
and ELIAV BREUER 

The judicial reform’s Judi-
cial Selection Committee bill 
in the Constitution, Law and 
Justice Committee neared 
being sent to the Knesset on 
Sunday despite the Saturday 
night call by Defense Minis-
ter Yoav Gallant to cease the 
legislative process.

All but two of the 5,400 
reservations to the bill were 
rejected on Sunday evening. 
After the reservations were 
rejected, the parties and fac-
tions gave statements on the 
reasonings for revisions to 
the bill.

Tensions were high at the 
opening of the Knesset work-

week, which offers a small 
window to pass the judicial 
reform bill before the parlia-
mentary body enters a recess.

The votes on the 3,500 res-
ervations remaining from 
last week were often disrupt-
ed by opposition members. 
MKs chanted in unison “dic-
tatorship” while slamming 
on the table. Yesh Atid MK 
Matti Sarfati-Harkavi recit-
ed the prayer for mourners, 
a likely reference to opposi-
tion claims about the death 
of democracy in Israel should 
the reforms pass. Several 
opposition members were 
repeatedly expelled.

Law committee chairman 
Simcha Rothman decried the 
opposition’s conduct, which 
he said made it “impossible” 
to conduct the proceedings.

Knesset Legal Adviser Sagit 
Afik said the high emotions 
were understandable given 
the votes on a controversial 
matter, but assured everyone 

See JUDICIAL, Page 7
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