
By Jeff Malachowski
The Milford Daily News 
USA TODAY NETWORK

MILFORD — As a train whistle 
blew and a locomotive pulled up 
to the Hopedale railyard while 
snowflakes fell Monday after-
noon, Jon Delli Priscoli’s longtime 
objective of having his Grafton 
and Upton Railroad trains run 
through Milford to Franklin was 
complete.

“This was a big dream of mine 
since I owned the railroad,” said 
Delli Priscoli, who has owned the 
Railroad since 2008, moments 
before climbing aboard the train.

After a brief stop to pick up 
Delli Priscoli and railroad Presi-
dent Michael Milanoski, the train 
began its journey through Milford 
to Franklin.

The railroad company took 
over the former CSX line through 
town on Monday, with trains 

expected to move through a few 
times a week. Locomotives are 
currently carrying plastic pellets 
and lumber for Garelick Farms’ 
ongoing expansion project in 
Franklin.

The railroad owner hopes the 
reactivation of the Milford rail 
lines will spur economic devel-
opment in the area. There are 
several vacant industrial prop-
erties along the route that Delli 
Priscoli said could be revamped, 
in part, due to the reactivation of 
the rail lines.

“It’s new energy being pumped 
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MEDWAY— The mountain in many
cultures symbolizes the obstacles we en-
counter on the journey of life.
So in honor of those who face a tough

climb in the fight against cancer, Medway
native Pamela Bennett on June 20 took on
a mountain of her own.
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WHAT’S GOING ON HERE? By Derek McLean | Daily News staff

Fresh look for traditional cause
Boxes Lions use to collect
eyeglasses get coat of paint,
and some new graphics

MILFORD — Milford residents
passing by the Main Street police sta-
tion and the Purchase Street Market
may notice big yellow collection boxes
on the sidewalk in front of the build-
ings.
The boxes are part of a long-standing

drive by the Milford Lions Club which
collects donated eyeglasses.
“Its amazing how many eyeglasses

we collect,” said the local Lions Club

president Brian Bodio.
He said the club receives around 100

eyeglasses among the two collections,
when the boxes are emptied every two
months.
He said after collecting them, he

sends the glasses to the state Lions
Club District 33-A headquarters to be
restored, refurbished and “provided to
those in need.”
The drop boxes have been in place

for more than 30 years, but during the
spring they received new graphics and
were repainted.
Bodio said the Lions are the largest

international service organization in

CARE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
SOMETHING? Contact Derek McLean
at dmclean@wickedlocal.
com or 508-634-7582.

End of
sparkler
ban urged

BY MIKE GLEASON
DAILY NEWS STAFF

HOLLISTON—A local
candidate for state repre-
sentative has come out
against the state ban on
sparklers, the small burning
metal torches that emit
sparks, often used by chil-
dren.
Marty Lamb, a Republi-

can candidate for the 8th
Middlesex seat, said he got
interested in the matter after
the state Legislature last
month overwhelmingly re-
jected a measure to legalize
sparklers. He called the
move a symbol of overregu-
lation in the state.
“To me, it seems absurd,”

said Lamb, who is running

against incumbent Demo-
crat Carolyn Dykema.
“Forty-six states allow fire-
works, with sparklers being
on the low end of that.”
The timing of the vote, he

said, only brings the prob-
lem into sharper focus.
“As we get into the Fourth

of July holiday, it’s a good
example of how the govern-
ment controls every aspect
of our lives,” he said.
Lamb said the state has

been inconsistent in ban-
ning unsafe materials.
“This is the same Legisla-

ture that voted to decrimi-
nalize marijuana,” he said.
“That strikes me as them
talking out of both sides of

FIREWORKS

Lamb calls law ‘absurd,’ but fire
marshal says they are dangerous

MEDWAY NATIVE

Woman scales Mt. Shasta to
raise money to fight disease

The American Legion color guard marches down
Main Street during the Fourth of July parade in
Franklin yesterday. At left, Eric Lewis, 7, of Cub
Scout Troop 126, rides the American flag float. PHOTOS

BY DAN HOLMES

Freedommarch

the world.
He said the Milford Club has so far

raised $12,000 for the Massachusetts
Lions Eye Research Fund, and over
$180,000 over the past two decades.
Lions Clubs in the state raise more

than $1 million each year to the fund
for eye research.

Boxes Lions use to collect
eyeglasses have received a
new coat of paint and
graphics. DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY
DEREK MCLEAN

MENDON

Horribles
coming
to town
BY MIKE GLEASON
DAILY NEWS STAFF

MENDON — The annual
Horribles Parade — featur-
ing local children in costume
marching down Maple
Street – is set to take place
tomorrow evening.
The parade, which starts

off at 6:30 p.m., is open to

Rising above cancer

ONLINE EXTRA For more
photos of Franklin’s parade,
go to milforddailynews.com.

Bennett

Medway
native
Pamela
Bennett
climbed Mt.
Shasta to
raise money
to fight
cancer.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Towns to hold
holiday bashes

BY MATT TOTA
MILFORD DAILY NEWS STAFF

Using fireworks, food,
music, and parades, area
towns this week will cele-
brate Independence Day
with a slew of Star-Span-
gled extravaganzas.

Milford — tomorrow
Fireworks shot from

Clark’s Island onMilford
Pond will paint the sky
starting at 10 p.m. The is-
land has served as a launch-
ing pad for the town’s fire-
works display for more than
10 years.
Parks Department Direc-

tor Michael Bresciani sug-
gests watching the display
from Plains Park, Fortune
Boulevard, Fino Field or
anywhere around Rte. 85.
The Milford Lions Club

Fireworks,
rides, food to
mark birthday
of America
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F O O D  |  B 6

ROCKET SCIENCE
Give spicy arugula another chance 
on your plate with our recipe for a 
Winter Pan Salad.

S P O R T S  |  B 1

NOT AN EVENT SHE 
JUMPED RIGHT INTO
Milford’s Kiyanni Simas was a 
sprinter before finding her calling

By Nomaan Merchant
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — President Joe 
Biden’s administration has 
deported hundreds of immi-
grants in its early days despite 
his campaign pledge to stop 
removing most people in the 
U.S. illegally at the beginning 
of his term.

A federal judge last week 
ordered the Biden administra-
tion not to enforce a 100-day 
moratorium on deportations, 
but the ruling did not require 
the government to schedule 
them. In recent days, U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement has deported 
immigrants to at least three 
countries: 15 people to Jamaica 
on Thursday and 269 people 
to Guatemala and Honduras 
on Friday. More deportation 
flights were scheduled Monday.

It’s unclear how many of 
those people are considered 
national security or public 
safety threats or had recently 
crossed the border illegally, 
the priority under new guid-
ance that the Department of 
Homeland Security issued to 
enforcement agencies and that 
took effect Monday.

Hundreds deported 
under Biden, including 
witness to massacre

RAIL EXCITEMENT 

By Scott O’Connell
Telegram & Gazette 
USA TODAY NETWORK

WORCESTER — From Shiba 
Inus to Bernie Sanders, inter-
net memes have transformed 
the way people — especially 
younger people — absorb and 
comment on current events.

They’re also fertile ground 
for academic analysis, as Clark 
University professor Hugh 
S. Manon has found teaching 
his course, meme culture and 
comedy theory.

Manon, 
d i r e c t o r  o f 
screen stud-
ies at Clark, 
recently 
answered 
questions 
a b o u t  t h e 
class that he 

said is one of the major’s more 
demanding courses, and how 
memes have become a power-
ful new medium for humor in 
the 21st century.

University course delves 
into the power of memes

John Delli Priscoli, owner and CEO of the Grafton and Upton Railroad, on Feb. 1 at the Hopedale railyard, in front of 
the train from Franklin heading to Milford. [DAILY NEWS AND WICKED LOCAL STAFF PHOTO/ ART ILLMAN]

Many communities receive 
at least 12 inches

By Jeff Malachowski
The MetroWest Daily News 
USA TODAY NETWORK

The first significant snowfall 
of 2021 blanketed MetroWest 
and Greater Milford with more 
than a foot of snow in most areas, 
making travel and cleanup opera-
tions a challenge.

Flakes began to fall Monday 
m o r n i n g ,  t h e n  r a m p e d  u p 

throughout the afternoon and 
evening, causing road conditions 
to deteriorate.

“We had some heavy snow 
overnight,” said Milford High-
way Surveyor Scott Crisafulli. 
“It snowed hard.”

Most MetroWest and Greater 
Milford communities topped a 
foot of snow, including Framing-
ham with 16 inches, Marlborough 
and Milford with 14 inches and 
Natick and Franklin with 13 
inches.

H u d s o n  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e 

hardest-hit communities in 
MetroWest, with between 17 and 
21 inches falling in town, said Eric 
Ryder, Public Works director.

“It’s a lot to move,” he said.
Hudson Public Works trucks 

hit the streets Monday morn-
ing and continued clearing roads 
and sidewalks throughout the 
day Tuesday. Ryder said crews’ 
initial efforts were to ensure the 
main roads were cleared before 
moving to secondary roads.

’21’s first storm leaves footprint
Cara Grant, 
13, and her 
brother, 
Colin, 11, 
build a 
snowman 
at their 
home 
Feb. 2 in 
Holliston. 
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New trains run through Milford 
for the first time in several years

Manon 
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