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FRIDAY

Sunny                                                                                                               
46° / 25°

THURSDAY

Windy
46° / 26°

TODAY

Rain; cooler
53° / 37°

CAPE FEAR VALLEY VACCINE CLINICS TO REQUIRE APPOINTMENT    
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Washington has a 
laid-back style

@fayobserver facebook.com/fayobserver $2fayobserver.com

NORTH CAROLINA’S  OLDEST NEWSPAPER  •   ESTABLISHED IN  1816

Wednesday, January 27, 2021

L O C A L  |  A 2

Brian Gordon
USA TODAY NETWORK

With many North Carolina 
teachers still weeks, if not 
months, away from receiv-
ing COVID-19 vaccines, a few 
districts have already helped 
give shots to hundreds of staff 
members.

On Friday, Jackson County 
Public Schools in Western 
North Carolina dismissed 

students early so staff could 
get vaccinated. Since last 
week, public school employ-
ees in Rutherford County, 
Swain County, and Union 
County received their first 
vaccine doses as well. In the 
Triad, Davie County Schools 
will make shots available to 
employees on Wednesday.

“It’s been a challenging year 
for students and teachers and 
parents, but we do feel that 

with the vaccine there is light 
at the end of the tunnel,” said 
Jacob Buchanan, assistant 
superintendent of Jackson 
County Schools.

Buchanan said his district 
received a call last Wednesday 
from the local hospital, Harris 
Regional in Sylva, saying the 
facility had 350 vaccine doses 
that they needed to administer 

School districts begin vaccinating employees

O nce again, snow-
hounds in the 
Cape Fear region 

are watching as a prom-
ising storm turns into 
puddles of cold rain.

Ah well, if it’s any 
consolation, long-time 
residents will remember 
this date in 2000, when 
parts of the Cape Fear 
region were digging out 
from a foot of snow. Fort 
Bragg saw 8 inches, and 
everyone almost to the 
coast picked up at least 
3-4 inches. 

Locally, it started as 
freezing drizzle, which 
made travel even more 
treacherous. Modeling for 
the storm was notoriously 
off, due mainly to a sec-
ondary shot of moisture 
that arrived late.

What was supposed to 
be a 3-4 inch annoyance 
became a two-foot bliz-
zard in spots by nightfall. 
Raleigh picked up 20 
inches, and everyone in 
Scotland, Moore, Hoke 
and Harnett ended up 
with a foot or more.

The pattern this week 
doesn’t hold any such 
surprise. That said, a for-
tunate few may see light 
snow Thursday morning. 

Here’s the setup: 
When long-range mod-
eling began pointing at 
the potential for wintry 
weather across the 
Carolinas, there was little 
thought given to a weak 
warm front scheduled 
to lift across the state 
Tuesday.

Things change fast 
today. A strong system 
will churn across the 
South, sliding just off-
shore of Myrtle Beach 
this evening. At about 
daybreak, winds in the 
Sandhills will begin to 
swing around to the north 
and increase. 

W E AT H E R 
P E R M I T T I N G

What are 
Fayetteville’s 
chances for 

snow?

Chick Jacobs

Mike Taylor, a 
bus driver for 
Jackson County 
Public Schools 
receives a 
COVID-19 
vaccination 
from EMS 
Supervisor Toby 
Moore on Jan. 
22. [COURTESY OF 

DAVID PROFFITT]

See SCHOOLS,  A4

See WEATHER,  A3

Rachael Riley
The Fayetteville Observer
USA TODAY NETWORK

A Purple Heart veteran 
who pleaded guilty in June 
to defrauding the Veterans 
Administration and was sen-
tenced this month said the 
charges against him are not 
true. 

Earlier this month, U.S. 
District Judge Thomas D. 
Schroeder sentenced Willie 
Dosher Cain to five years 
of probation and ordered 
him to perform 250 hours of 

community service, after he 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
embezzlement in June. 

Cain was also ordered to pay 
more than $903,000 in restitu-
tion and to forfeit a modified 
van and mobility scooter. 

“As far as pleading guilty, 
this I did and you must remem-
ber that there are many in the 
U.S.  who have done the same 
but were innocent,” Cain, 74, 
said in a statement emailed to 
The Fayetteville Observer. 

Though Cain said he had 
“great attorneys” on his case 
and a judge who treated him 

“with dignity and respect,” 
he said at his age, he is tired of 
court and having to pay a “con-
siderable amount of money in 
attorney fees.” 

Cain said that investigators 
who documented his move-
ments never spoke with him 
for his “side of the story.” 

According to documents 
filed with the court, Cain told 
VA officials shrapnel wounds 
sustained in Vietnam in 1965 
caused him to suffer the loss of 
the use of both legs, and to lose 

Fayetteville vet says he did not defraud VA

Fayetteville veteran retired 
Command Sgt. Maj. Willie Cain 
says he did not defraud the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
and has a Purple Heart for 
shrapnel injuries he sustained 
while serving in Vietnam. 
[CONTRIBUTED]See VETERAN,  A3

Kristen Johnson
The Fayetteville Observer
USA TODAY NETWORK

The fight against food ineq-
uity has not been an easy one, 
but one organization in Fay-
etteville refuses to surrender.  

“Feeding 5,000 at 500”, 
or F5K, is a hunger program 
created by Dr. Sherri Arnold-
Graham last summer to address 
the needs of residents in Fay-
etteville and Cumberland 
County. The initiative began 
at 500 McPherson Church Road 
in Fayetteville with the goal to 
feed 5,000 people from that 
location. Since its inception the 
program has expanded and has 
fed more than 2,000 people in 
five months. 

“Like so many things now, 
t h e  s u f f e r i n g  h a s  g r o w n 
exponentially,” said Arnold-
Graham. “You see suffering so 
far and wide and deep as well.” 

On Sunday, Arnold-Gra-
ham and volunteers helped to 
pass out boxes of hot meals 
to more than 500 people in 
Fayetteville on Brighton Road 
with the assistance of The 
Caribbean Grill restaurant. 
Attendees got boxes of Carib-
bean grilled chicken, rice and 
beans, seasoned vegetables, 
and fresh greens donated by a 
local farmer. There was also a 
vegan option.   

“It was a beautiful day, but a 
day of realizing how great the 
need is and what a privilege it 
is to share and to call people 
together,” Arnold-Graham 
said. Many of the people who 
lined up for food were experi-
encing homelessness.  

Arnold-Graham, a former 
Wall Street investment parale-
gal and minister in Fayetteville, 
created the F5K program out of 
her nonprofit organization, the 
Sherri Arnold Graham Foun-
dation, to give local uninsured 
women free mammograms and 
health services. Women who 
came to the clinic would get the 
health service and a hot meal to 
go with it. To date, the organi-
zation has provided more than 
$800,000 in mammograms to 
women in the state.

B e c a u s e  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 , 
the food insecurity issue in 

Fayetteville has only been 
exacerbated by job loss and the 
spread of the deadly virus.

Arnold-Graham has been 
collaborating with local res-
taurants, community members 
and leaders to ensure people 
have food to eat. Yesterday 
was the fourth time the F5K 
program has worked with a 
restaurant, and there are plans 
to keep going. 

“The impact from COVID-
19 has been so great and many 
people have not been able to 
address how it affected the 
homeless community,” said Dr. 

Val, a volunteer and commu-
nity leader in Fayetteville who 
only goes by that name. “I saw 
so many people come through, 
families, children, babies, and 
they were just so grateful. The 
need is there.” 

Dr. Val works with the 
non-profit organization Com-
munity Awareness Alliance 
and aims to address the issue 
of homelessness. 

“The increase of homeless-
ness is growing,” Dr. Val said. 
“Sometimes homeless people 

F5K program aims to help 
Fayetteville’s food insecure

F5K volunteers use a contactless, no-touch safety feature designed with protocols supported by The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia. The boxed meals are given to individuals and families 
who drive up to the restaurant’s parking lot. [PHOTO COURTESY OF SHERRI ARNOLD-GRAHAM]

See FOOD,  A2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages false
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 0
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.12500
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.12500
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.04167
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


