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Forget DC — Ohio University
has its own cherry blossoms
METRO, 1B

By late 2020, it was becoming clear
to Columbus offi�cials that there was
something seriously wrong with the
city’s then-eight-year-old Scioto Mile
Fountain, the signature summertime
splash pad in Bicentennial Park on the
Downtown riverfront.

While the public was never offi�cially
told about it, there was a lot going on
beneath the fountain’s surface, hun-
dreds of internal documents obtained
by The Dispatch through an Ohio Public
Records Act request show.

A January 2021 report from a city
Recreation and Parks Department facil-
ity manager warned that massive leak-
ing from the underground pipes sup-
plying the fountain potentially could
become more than just a nuisance.

Large quantities of the fountain’s re-
quired 110,000 gallons of circulating
water were escaping underground and
fl�owing somewhere, the report said,
possibly shifting the soil beneath play-

ing children’s feet. 
The city needed to “ensure the soil

underneath the plaza is stable so after 

Leaks from fountain
continue to drain city 

Much of the $15 million being spent on the renovation of the Scioto Mile Fountain will be spent underground to install
new water pumps and to provide tunnels to access them. PHOTOS BY CITY OF COLUMBUS / COLUMBUS DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT CORP. 

Upgrade to address
underground issues

Bill Bush
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FOUNTAIN, Page 4A

Lighting will be added as part of a $15 million upgrade of the Scioto Mile
Fountain that will make the water features sparkle at nighttime.

After working there for 33 years, Pat-
rick Orians’ funeral home in Lima got

bought out by another operator that
didn’t keep him on staff�.

Orians landed a new job at Chiles-La-
man funeral home and then sent 99 let-
ters to people who had prepaid funeral
contracts with his old employer, Siferd-
Orians. Some of the letters noted that he
could be contacted at Chiles-Laman if
they wanted to transfer their funeral
contracts.

Based on the letters, 56 people decid-
ed to switch. The contracts were worth
about $1.3 million.

Now that marketing move is the sub-
ject of a case before the Ohio Supreme
Court.

In January 2020, Hanneman Funeral
Home, which bought Siferd-Orians,
sued Chiles-Laman and alleged that Or-
ians stole the prepaid funeral contracts,

which contained trade secrets.
The lower courts decided that the

contract information allegedly swiped
by Orians was publicly available
through the Ohio Board of Embalmers
and Funeral Directors or online search-
es. 

The Ohio Supreme Court will hold
oral arguments on the case on Wednes-
day.

Funeral contracts fi�ght goes to Ohio high court
Ex-employee’s tactics 
are the subject of a case
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Maternal death rates surged by
nearly 40% during the second year of
the pandemic, widening disparities as
Black women again faced alarmingly
high, disproportionate rates, a new
federal analysis shows. 

In 2021, there were about 33 mater-
nal deaths per 100,000 live births — a
38% increase from the year before, ac-
cording to the report released recently
from the National Center for Health
Statistics at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Experts say COVID-19 likely con-
tributed to the increases but that the
sobering rates continue to reveal deep
fl�aws in health systems, such as struc-
tural racism, implicit bias and com-
munities losing access to care. 

“A roughly 40% increase in pre-
ventable deaths compared to a year
prior is stunning news,” Dr. Iff�ath Ab-
basi Hoskins, president of the Amer-
ican College of Obstetricians and Gy-
necologists, said in a statement to
USA TODAY.

The rates “send a resounding mes-
sage” that maternal health and evi-
dence-based eff�orts to eliminate ra-
cial inequities must remain at the
forefront of public health priorities,
Hoskins said.

Most maternal deaths — which
happen during pregnancy, labor or
within 42 days of birth, per the CDC —
are preventable. The United States’
maternal death rate continues to be
higher than other wealthy, developed
countries, and the new data shows a
roughly 60% increase in overall rates
in 2021 from 2019, the year before the 

Maternal
death rate
surges 
by 40%
COVID, fl�aws in health
care systems are factors

Nada Hassanein and Nathaniel Shuda
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