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NBA PLAYOFFS? YOU BET
The Cavs blast the Rockets to clinch their first postseason berth since 2018, 

SPORTS, C1

A 170-MILE PATH 
OF DESTRUCTION
South begins tornado recovery, A5

Julie Carr Smyth 
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS — As Ohio’s primary 
approaches, a strict new photo ID require-
ment is stirring concerns for military veterans 
and out-of-state college students, in Amish 
communities and among older voters.

Other Republican-led states are moving in 
the same direction as they respond to conser-
vative voters unsettled by unfounded claims 
of widespread fraud and persistent conspiracy 
theories over the accuracy of U.S. elections. 
Critics characterize such requirements as an 
overreaction that could end up disenfran-
chising eligible voters. Ruth Kohake is among 
those caught up in the confusion over Ohio’s 
law, which is going into effect this year. The 
retired nurse from Cincinnati gave up her 
driver’s license and her car in 2019. Now 82, 
she thought she might never have to step foot 
in another state license agency.

But Ohio now requires an unexpired photo 
ID in order for someone to vote, and she’ll 
have to get that at the Bureau of Motor Vehi-
cles. The law adds passports as valid ID, but 
eliminates nonphoto documentation such as 
a bank statement, government check or utility 
bill for registration and in-person voting. Mil-
itary IDs also are no longer acceptable when 
registering to vote.

“I’m very, very, very concerned that people 
are not going to know. They’re going to come 
to vote and they’re not going to be able to, or 
they’re going to have to vote provisional,” she 
said. “It’s just a very upsetting time. Us old 
people, we have other things to worry about.”

See VOTING, A3

New rules 
for voting 
creating 
confusion

ANALYSIS

Randy Dotinga
Special to The Washington Post

He’s our reigning master of the macabre, 
whose ghostly imagination still transports us 
to the eeriest of places. But one of Edgar Allan 
Poe’s darkest stories didn’t come from his pen. 
It’s the haunting mystery of his own death.

On a fall morning in 1849, Poe died in a Bal-
timore hospital after a stranger had found him 
“in great distress” a few days earlier outside a 
polling place during an election. The 40-year-
old had been missing for almost a week. His 
deathbed symptoms — fever and delusions 
— were so vague that they’ve spawned dozens 
of theories, including poisoning, alcoholism, 
rabies, syphilis, suicide and homicide.

Now an Ohio journalist has conducted an 
extensive investigation into Poe’s death. In his 
new book, “A Mystery of Mysteries: The Death 
and Life of Edgar Allan Poe,” Mark Dawidziak 
contends that the evidence points to tubercu-
losis, an illness that is forever linked to artistic 
genius and literary martyrdom. But he says 
there’s a co-conspirator: an affliction known 
as election fraud.

See POE, A3

Owen MacMillan 
The Chronicle-Telegram

After Ohio was swept by high 
winds on Saturday, thousands of 
Lorain County residents were with-
out power and streets were blocked 
by fallen trees and power lines.

But by Sunday little evidence of 
that storm remained, and less than  

1 percent of the county was still 
experiencing power outages.

A high wind warning from the 
National Weather Service was in 
place between 4 p.m. and midnight 
on Saturday.

The highest wind gusts in Lorain 
County were clocked at 63 mph in 
Elyria, and the NWS reported winds 
of 74 mph in Toledo. A Category 1 

hurricane has winds of 74-95 mph.
Elyria Fire Chief Joe Pronesti said 

that the city was “overwhelmed” 
with calls for downed trees, power 
lines and other debris between 2 and 
8 p.m.

“When (the wind) hit we got back 
logged in calls,” Pronesti said. “We 
had trees come down, we’ve got 
wires all over the city. So we try to 

prioritize the best that we can, but 
for about six hours there we were 
running non-stop.”

Many municipalities in the county 
saw road closures caused by downed 
trees and power lines including 
Elyria, Avon Lake, North Ridgeville 
and others.

See STORM, A2

County cleans up after storm

Owen MacMillan 
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — The grill was fired up Sunday 
as Chestnut Ridge Baptist Church wel-
comed the city’s first responders to thank 

them for their service to the community.
The church held its first First Responder 

Sunday, inviting city police officers, fire-
fighters and EMTs to enjoy hamburgers, 
hot dogs and other treats.

Police arrived first, with fire crews fol-
lowing them. They were met outside with 
prepped food in the parking lot of the 
church at 38550 Chestnut Ridge Road.

See FETED, A2

First responders arrive at Elyria church to be feted
CHESTNUT RIDGE BAPTIST

“Usually when we meet people they are going 
through a hard time. We see them at their lowest, so 
it’s nice wto be able to actually socialize with them.”

firefighter Adam Nastick

Voter fraud 
killed Poe?

The highest wind gusts in Lorain County were clocked at 63 mph in Elyria, and winds of 74 mph 
were reported in Toledo. A Category 1 hurricane has winds of 74-95 mph.

BUILT BRICK BY BRICK

JEFF BARNES / 
CHRONICLE PHOTOS

ABOVE: Anaya, 
4, and mother 
Lindsay Nagengast, 
of Elyria, admire 
the Lego city on 
display Saturday 
during the Lorain 
County Metro Parks 
BrickFest held 
at French Creek 
Nature Center. 
LEFT: Details of the 
Lego city can be 
seen.
RIGHT: Braxton 
Harrington, 8, 
builds a car with 
Lego bricks.


