
At least two Deschutes 
County residents intended 
to file petitions by Friday’s 
deadline in circuit court 
in hopes of snuffing out a 
pro-Second Amendment 
measure before it can 
make the county ballot.

One of those was Bend 
City Councilor Barb Camp-
bell, who on Thursday said 
she intended to pay the 
$265 fee to challenge the 
wording of Initiative Peti-
tion 9-2018-1, also known 
as the Second Amendment 
Protection Ordinance, the 
local version of a statewide 
effort. 

The deadline to file a 
petition to review the ballot 
title was 5 p.m. Friday. 

The other resident, Zan-
dra Brant used a word pro-
cessor to type her petition 
on one sheet of paper. She 
said the Deschutes County 
Circuit Court staffer who 
processed her petition 
consulted the court admin-
istrator, Jeff Hall, who de-
termined Brant’s document 
contained all of the correct 
information.

“He didn’t want me 
to have to pay that fee 
for nothing,” Brant said. 
Though it’s unlikely Brant’s 
legal arguments will affect 
the measure, she said it was 
worth the $265 filing fee. 

“It’s a small price to pay 
for the freedom from gun 
violence,” she said.

The Second Amend-
ment initiative would do 
two things: expand the 
constitutional definition of 
“firearm” to include acces-
sories, and empower the 
local sheriff to not enforce 
laws regulating guns. This 
election season, groups in 
most Oregon counties are 
forwarding some form of 
the measure. 

gram to re-establish them, 112 
swans have been released at 
Summer Lake since 2009. 

On Tuesday, their numbers 
increased by two.

Gary Ivey, 66, of Bend, past 
president of the Trumpeter 
Swan Society and former 
biologist at Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge, transported 
two young swans, or cygnets. 
They had been kept at the 
Sunriver Nature Center since 

hatching last summer.
Ivey put the swans in dog 

carriers for the drive down to 
Summer Lake, where he met 
Marty St. Louis, 62, manager 
of the Summer Lake Wildlife 
Area. Together, they released 

the swans on the shore of a 
marsh. The birds glided to-
gether across the water, start-
ing a new life in the wild.

“Now, just stay alive,” Ivey 
said as he watched them.
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A sheriff’s investigation halted, 
but not resolved, after 2 years

Opponents 
to resist 
gun rights 
measure  
in court

GOP House 
candidate 
would build 
Deschutes 
footbridge

One Republican can-
didate running to replace 
state Rep. Gene Whisnant, 
R-Sunriver, said during 
a debate Thursday he’d 
support building a foot-
bridge over the Deschutes 
River — an idea Whisnant 
opposed so much that a fel-
low lawmaker referred to 
a bill banning a bridge as 
“Gene Whisnant’s retire-
ment gift.” 

Jack Zika, a real es-
tate agent and member 
of Redmond’s planning 
commission, said he’d 
like to see a bridge built. 
His Republican primary 
opponent, Bend conserva-
tive political activist Ben 
Schimmoller, said federal 
law prohibits a footbridge, 
while Democrats Eileen 
Kiely and Bill Trumble 
said they’d like to see dis-
cussions about the bridge 
continue. 

“If we had a bridge, it 
would be better for every-
body,” Zika said.

The four candidates run-
ning to represent Oregon’s 
53rd House District, which 
contains a small portion of 
Bend along with Redmond, 
Sunriver, Tumalo and De-
schutes River Woods, also 
discussed state spending, 
gun laws and education 
during a debate hosted by 
the League of Women Vot-
ers and Deschutes Public 
Library at the library’s east 
Bend branch.

Schimmoller and Trum-
ble, a Vietnam veteran 
and retired scientist and 
university administrator 
from Redmond, identified 
the $25 billion Oregon Pub-
lic Employees Retirement 
System funding gap as the 
most pressing issue facing 
the state.

SUMMER LAKE — A vast 
wildlife refuge and hunting 
area tucked against snow-
capped hills is home to hun-
dreds of waterfowl.

The Summer Lake Wildlife 
Area, 19,000 acres of wetlands 
overseen by the Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife, 
is an ideal habitat for the 
various waterbirds. The area 
in central Lake County is 
covered in marshes and lakes 
that attract cranes, geese and 
12 species of ducks.

It is also a critical site for 
trumpeter swans, a protected 
species slowly recovering 
after being nearly hunted to 
near-extinction in the early 
1900s, when none remained in 
Oregon. Through a state pro-
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• Ousted lieutenant calls it a witch hunt: ‘If I’m such a bad guy, why didn’t they fire me right away?’

BELOW: Marty St. Louis, manager of the Summer Lake Wildlife 
Area, releases the Sunriver swans into the water Tuesday.

For more photos of the relocation effort, go to bendbulletin.com

An un-Disney dream:
‘We want these to be wild birds’
Summer Lake offers a 
refuge for threatened 
swans, now including 
two from Sunriver. 
But reintroduction is 
no easy feat.

From left, 
Erin Hullinger, 
Kody Os-
borne and 
Amanda Ac-
camando, all 
with Sunriver 
Nature Cen-
ter, capture 
the two trum-
peter swans 
in Sunriver on 
Monday so 
they can be 
relocated.
(Andy Tullis/ 
Bulletin photos)

Cosby convicted — The 
80-year-old entertainer who 
broke racial barriers on TV 
could be headed to prison for 
sexual assault for the rest of 
his life. A3

Korean leaders meet — 
After a year of tension, Kim 
Jong Un and Moon Jae-in  
begin their historic summit 
with a handshake. A3

NFL draft — Cleveland picks 
Heisman winner Baker May-
field. C1

E. coli — Worst since ’06. D1
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Shane Nelson promised to 
enforce his office’s conduct 
code when he became  
Deschutes County sheriff in 
2015, and his tough approach 
has led to the departure 
of more than a dozen em-
ployees accused of various 
misconduct.

One of these is Tim Leak, 

a former sheriff’s lieutenant 
considered by many in the 
office to have been the right-
hand man and enabler of dis-
graced former captain Scott 
Beard, who was convicted on 
embezzling $200,000 from the 
office. Leak, who reported to 
Beard, supervised the sheriff’s 
detectives.

In February, Leak accept-
ed a severance package and 

retirement from the sheriff’s 
office in exchange for drop-
ping the lawsuit he planned to 
file alleging he was unfairly 
scrutinized because of his 
association with Beard. Leak 
walked away from a 25-year 
career with $278,000 in sev-
erance and salary, plus full 
retirement benefits. He even 
got to keep his duty weapon 
and his badge.

Representatives of the 
sheriff’s office, which is facing 
three other lawsuits by for-
mer employees, say the office 
halted the Leak investigation 
— before findings were made 
— out of concern for another 
costly legal battle.

But Leak, in his first public 
comments, said it was because 
they had nothing on him.

By Garrett Andrews
The Bulletin
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