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Father Martin de Porres Bartel, OSB, a monk of St. Vincent 
Archabbey for 40 years who served as the 14th president of St. 
Vincent College (SVC) from 1995 to 2000, has been elected the 
12th archabbot of St. Vincent Archabbey.

Bartel has been serving as the administrator of the MACH1 
(Monaca, Aliquippa, Center and Hopewell) Parish Grouping in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. In July of 2013, he was appointed pastor of 
St. Frances Cabrini Parish in Center Township by Bishop David A. 
Zubik. In September 2017 he assumed responsibility for St. Titus 
Parish, Aliquippa, and Our Lady of Fatima, Hopewell. With the 
diocesan reorganization initiated in October of 2018, St. John the 
Baptist Parish, Monaca, became part of the grouping, and Bartel 
became the administrator of all four parishes.

With his election, Bartel also becomes chancellor of SVC and of 
St. Vincent Seminary. The archabbot of St. Vincent is the spiritual 
head and Father of St. Vincent Archabbey, the fi rst Benedictine 
monastery in America. The St. Vincent monastic community is 
comprised of more than 150 monks who are priests or brothers. 
They serve at Benedictine Priory in Savannah, Georgia, Wimmer 
Priory in Taipei, Taiwan, and São Bento Priory in Vinhedo, Brazil. 
St. Vincent Benedictines also operate Benedictine Military School 
in Savannah, Georgia, and the Roman Catholic campus ministry 

BY ZACH D’AMICO
For The Bulletin

The Unity Township Zoning Hearing Board on Tuesday approved 
a special exception and a variance to allow a couple to construct a 
1,680 square-foot garage on their property for agricultural use.

Stephanie and Timothy Siko approached the board for approval 
to construct a pole building to store agricultural equipment at their 
residence located at 165 Paul Good Road. Township zoning offi cer 
Harry Hosack said the revised township ordinance, which was 
passed in February, addressed buildings erected for agricultural use.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

The submission of Ligonier Township’s revised Act 537 sewage 
expansion plan to the state Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) will have to wait a few more weeks.

Citing questions surrounding discrepancies in cost estimates 
for the various options outlined in the plan, Ligonier Township 
supervisors on Tuesday voted to have township engineering fi rm 
the EADS Group review the revised plan prior to submitting the 
document to the DEP.

The DEP previously nixed a proposal that involved construction 
of a new treatment plant near Wilpen, saying instead that the new 
public sewer expansion serving customers in Oak Grove, Waterford, 
Wilpen and the area near the Sheetz store along Route 711 should 
involve treatment either at the Ligonier Township Municipal 
Authority’s existing Darlington plant or the Municipal Authority of 
Westmoreland County (MAWC) plant along Route 30 in Ligonier 
Borough.

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Ther were 38 more deaths in 
Pennsylvania have been attributed to COVID-19, the state Health 
Department said Tuesday, bringing the total number of fatalities 
to 6,464 since the pandemic began.

Among those deaths, 4,410 were residents or nursing homes or 
personal care facilities.

Offi cials said another 510 positive cases of COVID-19 have 
been diagnosed, for a total of more than 82,000 during the past 
three-plus months.

The number of infections is thought to be far higher than the 
state’s confi rmed case count because many people have not been 
tested, and studies suggest people can be infected without feeling 
sick.

For most people, the virus causes mild or moderate symptoms 
that clear up in a couple of weeks. Older adults and people with 
existing health problems are at higher risk of more severe illness, 
including pneumonia, or death.

In other coronavirus-related developments in Pennsylvania:
TRACING AND TESTING

Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration said Tuesday that its most 
recent count shows about 518 contact tracers are in place to 
investigate and monitor the spread of infection.

Those tracers are following more than 4,000 contacts.
The Health Department said more than 2,700 cases were added 

to the investigation total during the week that ended Thursday.
The agency said it has been getting back nearly 14,000 test 

results per day over the past month.

BY LAURAN 
NEERGAARD

AND RICARDO
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The next few weeks are critical 
to tamping down a disturbing 
coronavirus surge, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci told Congress on Tuesday 
— issuing a plea for people to 
avoid crowds and wear masks 
just hours before mask-shunning 
President Donald Trump was set 
to address a crowd of his young 
supporters in one hot spot.

Fauci and other top health 
officials also said they have 
not been asked to slow down 
virus testing, in contrast to 
Trump’s claim last weekend 
that he had ordered fewer tests 
be performed because they were 
uncovering too many infections. 
Trump said earlier Tuesday that 
he wasn’t kidding when he 
made that remark.

“We will be doing more 
testing,” Fauci, infectious 
disease chief at the National 
Institutes of Health, pledged to 
a House committee conducting 
oversight of the Trump 
administration’s response to the 
pandemic.

The leading public health 
offi cials spent more than fi ve 
hours testifying before the 
committee at a fraught moment, 
with coronavirus cases rising 
in about half the states and 
political polarization competing 
for attention with public health 
recommendations.

Fauci told lawmakers he 
understands the pent-up desire 
to get back to normal as the U.S. 
begins emerging from months 
of stay-at-home orders and 
business shutdowns. But that 
has “to be a gradual step-by-

step process and not throwing 
caution to the wind,” he said.

“Plan A, don’t go in a crowd. 
Plan B, if you do, make sure you 
wear a mask,” Fauci said.

Troubling surges worsened 
Tuesday in several states, 
with Arizona, California, 
Mississippi, Nevada and Texas 
setting single-day records for 
new coronavirus cases, and 
some governors saying they’ll 
consider reinstating restrictions 
or delaying plans to ease up in 

order to help slow the spread of 
the virus.

Arizona, where Trump 
was headed for a speech at a 
Phoenix megachurch, reported 
a new daily record of nearly 
3,600 additional coronavirus 
infections Tuesday. Arizona 
emerged as a COVID-19 hot 
spot after Republican Gov. 
Doug Ducey lifted his stay-
home orders in mid-May. Last 
week he allowed cities and 
counties to require masks in 

public places and many have 
done so.

Texas surpassed 5,000 new 
cases for a single day for the 
fi rst time — just days after it 
eclipsed 4,000 new cases for 
the fi rst time — as America’s 
largest pediatric hospital began 
taking adult patients to free 
up bed space in Houston. The 
infection rate in Texas has 
doubled since late May. And 
Nevada surpassed a record one-
day increase for the fourth time 
in the past eight days. Other 
states also were experiencing 
worrisome surges, including 
Louisiana, Utah and South 
Carolina.

Another worrisome trend: an 
increase in infections among 
young adults. Fauci said while 
COVID-19 tends to be less 
severe in younger people, some 
of them do get very sick and 
even die. And younger people 
also may be more likely to show 
no symptoms yet still spread the 
virus.

If people say, “’I’m young, 
I’m healthy, who cares’ — 
you should care, not only for 
yourself but for the impact 
you might have” on sickening 
someone more vulnerable, 
Fauci said.

About 2.3 million Americans 
have been infected and some 
120,000 have died, according 
to data from Johns Hopkins 
University.

Republican Rep. David 
McKinley of West Virginia 
asked if Fauci regretted that the 
American public wasn’t urged 
sooner to wear face masks, 
and then interrupted before 
the visibly annoyed scientist 
fi nished answering.
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Photos by Ernie Sistek
Daniel Tiger is outfi tted with a 
graduation cap and ready to 
greet Greater Latrobe Senior 
High School graduates 
as they enter the city for 
Thursday’s commencement 
ceremony at Memorial Field. 
The Latrobe Community 
Revitalization Program 
(LCRP) enlisted volunteers 
from Union Mission, Boy 
Scout Troop 311 and 
Adelphoi Village to spruce 
up the city in preparation 
for the parade of soon-to-
be graduates. In the left 
photo, LCRP arborist Jim 
Walter gives instructions to 
volunteers before they get 
to work cleaning up areas 
around Main and Depot 
streets in Latrobe.

Congratulations, neighbors!
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