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Local events fall to 
coronavirus concerns

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The coronavirus continues to 
take a toll not only individuals 
who contract COVID-19, but also 
on community organizations 
and events.

The Lawrence County Region-
al Chamber of Commerce post-
poned its 117th annual dinner 
that had been scheduled Thurs-
day night at the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral.

Also Thursday, the Mohawk 
High girls basketball team’s 
quest for a state championship 
was put on hold when the Penn-
sylvania Interscholastic Athletic 

Association announced in the 
morning it was suspending 
its winter championships for 
a minimum of two weeks; the 
New Castle Sanitation Author-
ity stopped accepting in-person 
payments; First Baptist Church 
suspended all church activities; 
Neshannock Township can-
celled its April 11 Easter egg 
hunt and closed the Hess Ice 
Rink, effective immediately; 
and Ellwood City Borough has 
decided to limit the access of  
all non-essential employees and 
visitors to all borough-owned 
buildings until April 1.

Opting to maintain business 

as usual were the Lawrence 
County commissioners, who 
decided Thursday that the 
courthouse will remain open.

The chamber of  commerce 
pulled the plug on its event 
around mid-day. “Considering 
the media attention and Center 
for Disease Control recommen-
dations, we believe that this 
is the prudent move,” said a 
letter signed by board president 
Randy Silverman, economic 
development president Mike 
Tomaszewski and foundation 
board president John Cournan. 

PETE SIRIANNI | NEWS
This sign on the door of the New 
Castle Sanitation Authority lets 
customers know that the agency 
is not accepting face-to-face 
payments.

News suspends 
walk-in traffic
In an effort to minimize 

exposure to the ongoing 
pandemic for our employ-
ees, The New Castle News 
will not be open to walk-in 
traffic at our 27 N. Mer-
cer St. location beginning 
March 13 through at least 
March 23.

We will continue to oper-
ate as normal with this 
exception. Our employees 
will be available at (724) 
654-6651 during normal 
business hours, 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday to help with all of  
your requests.

We appreciate your 
understanding and apol-
ogize for any inconve-
nience.

State, 
counties 
brace for

impact on 
election

BY JOHN FINNERTY
CNHI HARRISBURG BUREAU

HARRISBURG — While all of  
the known coronavirus cases 
in Pennsylvania, thus far, have 
been identified in the eastern 
portion of  the state, election 
officials statewide are bracing 
to make unprecedented chang-
es to hold an April primary in 
the middle of  a public health 
outbreak.

For election officials in Mer-
cer and Butler counties though, 
there are more immediate con-
cerns — they’re holding a spe-
cial election on Tuesday to fill a 
vacant state House seat.

In Mercer County, election 
officials on Thursday were 
awaiting word on whether a 
nursing home in Grove City 
was still going to allow the 
county to operate a polling site 
in the facility, county elections 
director Jeff  Greenburg said.

The threat of  coronavirus 
within nursing homes has 
been a concern ever since a 
nursing home in Washington 
became the site of  the deadliest 
outbreak of coronavirus in the 
United States. Public health 
experts have warned that the 
illness seems to be deadlier for 
older patients, Health Secretary 
Dr. Rachel Levine said Thurs-
day.

“We’ve never had to move a 
precinct this close to an elec-
tion,” Greenburg said. There 
simply won’t be time to mail 
notices to voters, meaning 
that the county could end up 
putting a sign up outside the 
nursing home to alert voters 
that they’re supposed to vote 
somewhere else, he said.

“That’s not a good thing,” he 
said.

With the April 28 primary six 
weeks away, election officials 
statewide are trying to prepare 
for the impact of  an outbreak.

Wolf calls for large public 
gatherings to be called off 

BY JOHN FINNERTY
CNHI HARRISBURG BUREAU

HARRISBURG — Gov. Tom 
Wolf ordered all schools and 
daycares in Montgomery 
County closed Thursday and 
barred visitors there to prisons 
and nursing homes.

Montgomery County, a sub-

urb of Philadelphia, has been 
the epicenter of the state’s 
coronavirus outbreak so far. 
Thirteen of the state’s 22 
known coronavirus cases are 
in Montgomery County.

In addition, the governor is 
recommending that large gath-
erings statewide be cancelled 
or postponed. He also called 

on residents to stop making 
non-essential visits to public 
gathering places for two weeks 
while the state tries to slow 
the spread of coronavirus. The 
number of presumed cases 
of coronavirus patients in the 
state hit 22 on Thursday.

Wolf said that the state is 
seeking to limit movement by 

people in Montgomery County 
for two weeks to try to slow the 
spread of the disease before it 
escalates out-of-control.

Wolf signed a disaster decla-
ration to respond to the corona-
virus outbreak last week.

“The whole point is to stop 

Parish, diocese take conservative COVID-19 approach
BY DAN IRWIN

NEW CASTLE NEWS

Coronavirus fears have 
prompted many organiza-
tions to reel in their public 
functions.

At least two local fish fries, 
though, are not among the 
catch.

St. Vincent de Paul and St. 
James the Apostle churches 
each will offer their Lenten 
fish meals Friday, the former 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and the 
latter from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
(sandwiches) and 4 to 7 p.m. 
(dinners).

Their continuation is part 
of  an overall conservative 

approach being taken toward 
the spread of  COVID-19 not 
only by Lawrence County’s 
Holy Spirit Parish, but also 
by the Diocese of  Pittsburgh.

“The thing is, there is no 
outbreak in our region,” said 
Father Joseph McCaffrey, 
Holy Spirit pastor. “I think 
some of it is just a bit over-
done. We’re still having our 
fish fries and at this time, we 
still have the (April 4) East-
erfest. We’re not making any 
of  these changes. If  we need 
to, we will, but it’s still a little 
ways off.”

McCaffrey said he had just 
come from a priests council 
with Bishop David A. Zubik 

on Thursday, and the bish-
op suggested encouraging 
fish fry diners to take their 
food out, as opposed to eat-
ing in. “But it doesn’t mean 
that they can’t,” McCaffrey 
said, “and certainly not this 
weekend because our crew 
already has everything pre-
pared.”

That’s not to say that the 
diocese is ignoring the situ-
ation.

“Following a joint con-
ference call with all the 
bishops of  Pennsylvania, 
effective immediately and 
until further notice … I am 
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Cookies sold by the tray or half dozen 
are in brightly decorated containers 
at the Holy Spirit Parish Easterfest. SEE PARISH, A2SEE PRIMARY, A2

AP
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf provides an update on the coronavirus known as COVID-19 on Thursday.
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