
Nourishing Our Community

� ursday 3 – 6 pm Rain or Shine
 21 Vendors, local food, handcrafted products, Gyros, BBQ, pumpkins, winter squash & mums!

Please follow CDC Guidelines.
Sponsored by: 

EQT, Washington Financial, Washington Rotary, 
Washington & Jefferson College, Red House Marketing, 

Washington Health System, Columbia Gas, Close To Home Fund                                                                                
Community Pavilion, Main Street, Washington • www.msfm.org

Thank You To Our Faithful Sponsors
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COVID-19 by the numbers
COUNTY POSITIVE DEATHS

Washington     1,594  32
Greene 209 1
Allegheny  13,821 387
Fayette  911 10
Westmoreland  3,310 66
Source: Pennsylvania Department of Health

PENNSYLVANIA

Tested negative ................  2,103,044
Tested positive ...................... 179,086
Deaths .......................................... 8,457

UNITED STATES 

Tested positive ..................  7,997,969
Deaths ...................................... 217,987
*Cases are current as of 6 p.m. Friday.

By Scott Beveridge
Staff writer
sbeveridge@observer-reporter.com

Washington and Fayette 
counties each reported one 
new COVID-19 death Friday 
as new cases of the virus 
continued to surge across 
Pennsylvania.

The state reported its 11th 
straight day of new daily 

COVID-19 cases in four 
digits Friday when the state-
wide total climbed to 179,086 
since March.

Meanwhile, Allegheny 
County reported six new 
deaths while another oc-
curred in Westmoreland 
County, which has been ex-
periencing a surge in new 
cases.

There were 109 new cases 
in Westmoreland, the state 
Health Department said, 
taking the total there to 3,310.

Washington County add-
ed 17 new cases to its total 
of 1,594. Greene County saw 
one new case, taking its total 
to 209. Fayette County added 
a dozen new cases to its total 
of 911.

New COVID-19 deaths 
reported in state, region

By Mike Jones
Staff writer
mjones@observer-reporter.com

Civil unrest in the coun-
try combined with a presi-
dential election in the midst 
of a global pandemic are 
sending the number of con-
cealed carry permits and 
background checks in Penn-
sylvania soaring.

The Pennsylvania Instant 

Check System that is per-
formed on all new firearm 
purchases in the state pro-
duced the most background 
checks in the last quarter 
since the program began in 
1998.

During the months of 
July, August and Septem-
ber, 406,151 checks were 
performed across the state, 
nearly double the number 

during the same quarter a 
year ago.

“We began to see an in-
crease of PICS activity in 
the first quarter as Penn-
sylvania and the rest of the 
country began learning 
about the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and that trend has 
continued,” said state police 
Capt. Mark Shaver, director 
of the agency’s Bureau of 

Records and Identification.
Those record numbers 

are mirrored by area coun-
ty sheriff’s offices that pro-
cess concealed carry per-
mits, which are on pace to 
surpass totals over the past 
few years.

Washington County sher-
iff’s Deputy Anthony Mosco 

By Barbara S. Miller
Staff writer
bmiller@observer-reporter.com

During the general elec-
tion of 2018, a man threat-
ened to shoot everyone at 
a South Franklin Township 
polling place after he was 
informed he was not regis-
tered to vote there or any-
where in Washington Coun-
ty.

Earlier this month, a 
Waynesburg councilwoman 
discussed with the election 
board her security concerns 
about voting precincts 
during the upcoming Nov. 
3 election, noting people 
carried long guns across 
the street from the Greene 
County Courthouse during 
a Juneteenth anniversary 
marking the emancipation 
of slaves.

The potential for intim-
idation at the polls was ad-
dressed Friday during a 
Zoom teleconference with 
the media hosted by Penn-
sylvania’s Department of 
State.

“The state alone is not 
going to be able to secure 
the election without our lo-

cal partners,” said Marcus 
L. Brown, Pennsylvania’s 
homeland security adviser 
and director of the state’s 
Office of Homeland Security 
since 2015.

“Our federal and local 
partners are in lockstep with 
us in securing this election.”

Brown is a Cumberland 
County native who was su-
perintendent of the Mary-
land State Police before Gov. 
Tom Wolf appointed him to 
the homeland security post.

Brown, who spoke and 
took questions Friday after 
Secretary of State Kathy 
Boockvar fielded inquiries 
earlier in the week on the 
topic, said someone who 
feels unsafe or uncomfort-
able can first talk to the elec-
tion board members at the 
polling location and then no-
tify local law enforcement.

“Obviously, it’s a concern-
ing situation if someone is 
ever feeling uncomfortable 
in their efforts to go and 
vote,” Brown said. “I think 
law enforcement across 
the state is prepared to re-
spond to our polling places 

BarBara S. Miller/Observer-repOrter

Those who were returning completed ballots filled the 
hallway Friday afternoon outside the Washington County 
elections office.

Protect the vote
Director of Homeland Security 
addresses safety at polling places

Background checks, 
concealed carry 
permits surge in Pa.

Mike JoneS/Observer-repOrter

Just The Facts
Concealed Carry Permits     2018       2019      2020 (YTD)

Fayette County --------------- 5,431 – 5,458 – 4,552
Greene County --------------  1,438 – 1,201 – 1,224
Washington County -------- 6,742 – 5,948 – 5,975

BEARING ARMS
Ben 

Romanoff, 
the owner 

and gener-
al manag-
er of ACE 
Sporting 

Goods, 
stands 

outside 
his gun 

store on 
Route 19 
in South 
Strabane 

Township.

Associated Press

FORT MYERS, Fla. – 
Backed into a corner and 
facing financial strains, 
President Donald Trump 
went after his opponent’s 
family and defended his 
own struggle to contain the 
pandemic on Friday as he 
fought to energize his sag-
ging reelection bid in the na-
tion’s Sunbelt. With Election 
Day looming, Democrat Joe 
Biden pushed to keep voters 
focused on health care in the 
Midwest.

Trump was campaign-
ing in Florida and Geor-
gia, neighboring states he 
carried four years ago and 
must win again to extend 
his presidency. His decision 
to devote Friday evening’s 
prime-time slot to Georgia 
in particular highlighted the 
serious nature of his chal-
lenge in the 2020 contest’s 

closing days: Far from his 
original plan to expand into 
Democratic-leaning states, 
he is laboring to stave off a 
defeat of major proportions.

No Republican presiden-
tial candidate has lost Geor-
gia since George H.W. Bush 
in 1992. And earlier this 
week, Trump had to court 

voters in Iowa, a state he 
carried by almost 10 points 
four years ago.

In Florida on Friday, 
the president derided the 
Bidens as “an organized 
crime family,” renewing 
his daily claims about the 

Trump, on defense, courts 
voters in must-win states 
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President Donald Trump arrives to speak to a campaign 
rally at Ocala International Airport Friday in Ocala, Fla.
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