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 If you tell Cumberland Valley 
senior Jacob Maier that some-
thing isn’t rocket science, he’ll 
probably be dis-
appointed.

“I just found 
something ap-
pealing to push-
ing the borders 
of science and 
technology, and I 
thought the best 
place to do 
that would 
be in space 
exploration,” 
he said.

Maier has 
a m b i t i o u s 
plans: He wants to get a graduate 
degree in aerospace engineering, 
and then work as a scientist for 
NASA.

He knows that isn’t as popular 
a career choice as it might have 
been a couple of generations ago. 
However, he said he’s drawn to 
physics because he likes prob-
lem solving and using numbers 
to explain the physical world. 

RAF CASERT
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 BASTOGNE, Belgium — Pvt. 
Arthur Jacobson was seek-
ing cover in the snow behind a 
tank moving slowly through the 
wooded hills of Belgium’s Ar-
dennes, German bullets whiz-
zing by.

That was when he lost his best 
friend and bazooka team partner 
to sniper fi re. “They couldn’t hit 
him, he shouted,” Jacobson said 
wistfully. “Those were his last 
words.”

The recollection of his worst 
day in the Battle of the Bulge 
still haunts him, three quarters 
of a century later during the fi rst 
return of the 95-year-old to the 
battlefi eld.

The pristine-white rows of 
thousands of grave markers over 
the remains of U.S. soldiers in 
cemeteries on the former front 
line hark back to the days when 
Americans made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce for a cause across the 
ocean.

The fi ghting in the bitterly cold 
winter of 1944 was unforgiving 
to the extreme.

What Jacobson didn’t know 
then was that he was part of 
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 Ashley Knight said she sus-
pected that, deep down, the boy 
was racist toward black people.

“He never acted out,” the Car-
lisle teacher recalled. “He spoke 
to me when he needed to tell me 
something. He did what I wanted 
him to do.”

Standoffi  sh, the boy never 
shared a story from home or de-
veloped a rapport with Knight, 
she said. Being her student was 
like a job. He clocked in the time, 
handed in the work and left after 
his shift was completed. 

“I could sense how uncom-
fortable he felt,” Knight said. “I 
was respectful of his wishes. We 

had a mutual agreement. When 
you leave here, you don’t have to 
like me.”

Knight taught third grade at 
Mooreland Elementary School 
before becoming a science 
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Cumberland Valley High School Spanish teacher Dana Bowers teaches her students about traditional greetings during Spanish III class.
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Club to look at Fort LeTort in 
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Area school districts struggle with hiring diverse staff
In Focus
The Sentinel takes a Closer Look at inclusion and diversity toler-

ance education in Cumberland County public schools:

Friday, Dec. 13

Cumberland Valley will use 

survey results to implement 

changes

Student Clubs tackle inclusion, 

tolerance

Saturday, Dec. 14

Slurs are no laughing matter

Educators outline how schools 

teach tolerance

Monday, Dec. 16

School districts struggle with 

hiring teachers from diverse 

backgrounds

Teacher training focuses on pro-

moting sensitivity to diversity 

issues

Tuesday, Dec. 17

Reporting standards for racial/

ethnic intimidation

So what is it about high schools?
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 MAGA hats and shirts served 
as teachable moments in the 
lead-up to the November 2016 
election.

The Carlisle High School 
students who wore the “Make 
America Great Again” merchan-

dise were not shy 
about expressing 
their views on 
immigration and 
the campaign 
promise of a bor-
der wall, Social 
studies teacher 
Michael Gavazzi 
said.

Gavazzi said he remained 
mindful of the directive by build-
ing administrators to be sensitive 
to each student’s right to politi-
cal expression while also ques-
tioning some of the dialogue. 

“It was spoken of more in 
class,” he said. “We had very 
vocal kids that year. ‘Build the 
wall. Why don’t you go back to 
where you came from?’ That was 

a really tough year trying to bal-
ance it out and let everybody be 
heard.”

One goal of education is to en-
courage students to engage in a 

dialogue of opposing views. As a 
teacher of U.S. history, Gavazzi 
wanted his students to put the 
present in the context of the past.

Two decades of professional 
development taught him to tread 
carefully. “Politically, you have to 
walk that line and have the ability 
to see both sides,” Gavazzi said.

He said he gets plenty of prac-
tice from his conservative in-
laws. “I respect their views. We 
have really good conversation.” 
In the years since the election, 
Gavazzi said he has seen a change 
come over Carlisle High School 
students.

Gavazzi said he allows the di-
alogue to continue as part of the 
learning process, but he said at 
least one anonymous parent ac-
cused him of bashing Trump.

“We need a free and open 

Training focuses on promoting sensitivity

 Cumberland Valley High School students Athena Apaga, left, and Anna 
Cavanaugh, learn about traditional greetings during Spanish III class.

 Gavazzi
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Battle of the Bulge 
was 75 years ago
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