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WHILE police deputy national 
commissioner, Lieutenant-General 
Tebello Mosikili is in Arusha, 
Tanzania, finalising legal processes 
for the deportation of prison escapee 
Thabo Bester and his accomplices, 
two additional suspects are also 
expected to make court appearances 
in Bloemfontein.

Bester was arrested with his 
alleged accomplice, Dr Nandipha 
Magudumana, and a Mozambican 
national in Tanzania on Friday night 
and the possibility of more arrests 
could not be ruled out, National 
Police Commissioner General 
Fannie Masemola said. This after 
Bester pulled off an elaborate prison 
escape, allegedly with the help of 
officials, where he faked his death in 
May last year, with the Department 
of Correctional Services (DCS) at 

the time reporting he had died by 
suicide after setting himself alight 
in his cell. A case of murder is under 
investigation following the outcome 
of DNA analysis that confirmed the 
body of the deceased found in the 
cell was not Bester’s. The autopsy 
report revealed that the deceased had 
died as a result of blunt force trauma 
to the head, and was already dead, 
prior to the arson incident.

Bester also faces a charge of 
escaping from lawful custody. 

Police spokesperson Athlenda 
Mathe yesterday said: “A 39–year-old 
former G4S employee and a 65-year-
old man from Port Edward, in KZN 
are expected to appear before the 
Bloemfontein Magistrate’s Court on 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, following 
their arrest as investigations into 
the Thabo Bester escape from prison 
unfold.  The multi-disciplinary 
team investigating Bester's escape 
from the Mangaung Correctional 
Centre arrested the duo over the past 
weekend. The former G4S employee 
was arrested at his residence in 
Bloemfontein on Saturday, April 8, 
2023, while the 65-year-old man 
was arrested on Friday, April 7, 2023 
at his home in Port Edward.” Both 
suspects have been charged with 
aiding and abetting a convicted 
prisoner to escape from lawful 
custody. Mathe confirmed that the 
delegation led by Mosikili arrived in 
Arusha, Tanzania. 

“The team is currently engaged 
their Tanzanian counterparts to 
finalise all  legal processes required 
towards bringing escapee Thabo 
Bester and his accomplices to justice 
in South Africa,” Mathe said. 

Policing expert, Eldred de Klerk, 
said that Bester was arrested because 
he was in a country illegally, “and 
that is grounds for deportation”. 
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Additional Thabo 
Bester jailbreak 
‘accomplices’ to 
appear in court soon

DR Wallace Mgoqi’s widow, Dolly Nonyameko Mgoqi (centre) was comforted by loved ones during a moving memorial service for the late Ayo 
Technology Solutions chairperson at the Every Nation Church in Goodwood.  |  ayaNDa NDamaNe  African News Agency (ANA)

 Limpho Hani takes swipe at Zondo
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STRUGGLE icon Chris Hani’s widow 
Limpho used the commemoration of her 
husband’s assassination to highlight the 
pain caused by the release of his killer, 
Polish immigrant Janusz Walus last year, 
saying they were  “re-traumatised” by 
the democratic court system.

Addressing the 30th anniversary of 
the commemoration of the assassination 
of the uMkhonto weSizwe chief of staff 
and SACP general secretary, Limpho said 
the Constitutional Court had made ref-
erence to “a sorry letter” from Walus she 
had not responded to when it ordered 
the release of the murderer on parole.

“I never received a letter from Walus 
nor from the chief justice. I don’t know 
what letter they were talking about,” 
she said.

Limpho said Justice Raymond 
Zondo, who delivered the unanimous 
judgment in November, 2022 felt she 
did not answer to the letter “from the 
killer who was a nice fellow and (who 
was) owed a privilege to be released early 
from a life sentence”.

Limpho said Hani’s killer would 
never be forgiven.

“We strongly hold the view that his 
killer will kill again. Who among us will 
be a victim?” she asked about Walus, 
who she said would profit through 
books and films.

“The system enabled this criminal 
to continue with his life, as if he did 
not take my husband from me and as 
though he did not take a comrade from 
you (the SACP),” Limpho said.

She said Hani’s life should be worth 
something in the country’s courts of law.

“The killer is free and the oppor-
tunity for the full truth of the Chris 
Hani assassination is buried, and lost 
completely,” she said.

She took a swipe at Justice Zondo for 
his recent statement at an OR Tambo 
memorial lecture at the University of 
Fort Hare, where he reportedly said 
“sheltering corrupt figures in the gov-
ernment or public institutions destroyed 
the values and foundation on which 
former leaders like Oliver Tambo built 
South Africa”.

Limpho said it was unheard of for 
Justice Zondo to say that Oliver Tambo 
was turning in his grave because of cor-
ruption taking place under the ANC-led 
government.

“We know that Tambo is our leader. 
He can’t talk for Tambo. We can talk 
about Tambo as the ANC leader, not 
Zondo. Tambo turned in his grave on 
the day he (Zondo) released Hani’s 
killer,” she said.

“He (Zondo) is using Tambo’s name 
to justify insults to the ANC and I take 
exception (to that). Zondo can’t paint us 
with the same brush. We are not twins 
and (we) don’t think alike.”

Limpho insisted that “Walus’s parole 
was unfair and unwarranted”.

“All we are demanding is that crimes 
against our families be fully repaid and 
that we are made to feel safe,” she said.

Also speaking at the commemo-
ration, SACP general secretary Solly 
Mapaila said the party had launched 
an online petition for the re-opening 
of an inquest into Hani’s assassination.

“We were forced to go to an online 
petition. 

“How dare for instance a revolu-
tionary movement that lost one of its  
finest (leaders) sits having done noth-
ing?” Mapaila asked in a rhetorical ques-
tion directed at the ANC.

He said they made the request to 
every minister for the re-opening of an 
inquest. 
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ON THE night of April 11 last year, the 
Gumbi family were asleep when a mass 
of mud, water and huge rocks came 
crashing on to their Ngcolosi home, 
west of Durban.

Three young cousins, Lubanzi 
Gumbi, 8, Slindokuhle Gumbi, 13, and 
Asanda Cele, 13, were swept away. Their 
bodies have not been recovered.

The family moved to uMlazi days 
after their home was devastated. 

Speaking to The Mercury before the 
one-year anniversary of the April floods, 

grandmother Nokuthula Gumbi said 
everything happened so fast that night.

She said there was a large pipe behind 
their home that overflowed with water, 
destroying the back of the house.

She said all three children were sleep-
ing on the floor when the water came 
rushing in and she attempted to save 
Lubanzi, who was near her, but she 
could not hold on to her. 

The distraught grandmother said she 
still had flashbacks of what happened, 
adding that they had done all they could 
to search for children.

Lubanzi’s mother, Philile Gumbi, 
said she constantly thinks about her 

daughter and her cousins. 
“Even though it has been a year since 

we lost her, she is never far from my 
thoughts,” Philile said.

She added that it would have been 
better if they had found some remains 
to bury them.

“Life has not been the same since 
that incident, it has been very difficult 
for us as a family. We searched all over 
Ngcolosi, a search-and-rescue (team) 
helped, but with no success. 

“I also wish the police had responded 
immediately so maybe we could have 
found something,” she said.

Senzelwe Mzila, spokesperson for the 

provincial Department of Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs, said 
the government had assisted families 
whose loved ones were lost in the floods.  
He said disaster teams, together with 
other stakeholders did all that was pos-
sible to find missing people. He added 
that it was unfortunate that after a year 
some people had not been found.

“A lot of co-ordinated support from 
the government and other stakeholders 
was given to people who lost their loved 
ones,” said Mzila.

Provincial Department of Social 
Development spokesperson Mhlaba 
Memela said the department had been 

in contact with the flood victims.
“We have been supporting families 

who were affected by floods last year and 
we are appealing to the people who were 
affected to come forward. It has been a 
difficult time for families who lost their 
loved ones and it will take a long time 
for families to accept and recover. It is 
a very painful situation, but we are still 
saying that those who need help must 
not hesitate to contact us,” Memela said.

Among children still missing are:
 ¡ Asemahle Anele Mazeka, 15, swept 
away when her Amaoti home was 
flooded.

 ¡ Sandisa Myeni, 8,  also from Amaoti.
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THE late chairperson of AYO Technol-
ogy Solutions, Dr Wallace Mgoqi, was 
described at a moving memorial service 
held at the Every Nation Church at N1 
City yesterday as a gentle soul whose 
faith in humanity never wavered.

Mgoqi’s widow of over 50 years, 
Dolly, long-time friends and business 
partners attended the service, in a room 
filled with flowers and candles.

Mgoqi, a retired advocate, attorney, 
businessman and activist, who joined 
the AYO board in 2018 and was a 
champion of AYO’s broad-based black 
economic empowerment mandate to 
transform the South African ICT sector, 
died last Monday.

His niece, Nolwandle said Mgoqi was 
driven to make the world a better place.

“The loss of my uncle is a wound 
that remains open. 

“He was a gentle soul, an energetic 
visionary, father figure of our family 
and an anchoring tower to the whole 
Mgoqi clan. Indeed the loss is deep and 
heart-wrenching. 

“My uncle and his siblings grew up 
in a tight-knit family. He has led an 
exemplary life as a son, brother, more 
importantly as a husband and father. 
He always prioritised his family, even 
when he became elderly; he made time 

to provide support and availed himself. 
We could count on him…

“Positive and an optimist, he always 
encouraged us in all situations to remain 
hopeful. He celebrated all our successes 
as if it was his.

“As a family we have lost a towering 
figure,” she said.

Mgoqi’s long-time friend and chair-
person of the Sekunjalo Group, Dr Iqbal 
Survé said that the past week had been 
very difficult.

“He was a gentle giant, always calm, 
a voice of reason who loved his family. I 
was always amused when we would go 
out for lunch. He would only eat half 
and ask for a takeaway box to take half 
home to Dolly,” Survé said. When Dolly 
called me and said that Wallace had 
collapsed, my first thought was what 
happened. I was hoping for the best. I 
was absolutely devastated when the next 
day Dolly told me that he was no more. 

“To me he was the Martin Luther 
King of our country who always stood 
true to his values. It is very, very difficult 
to come to terms with his passing.” 

He added that Mgoqi in his last 
few months had had to deal with a 
anti-progressive press and media that 
targeted him and his chairmanship at 
AYO. “I am so glad that he was finally 
vindicated when the matter was settled 
and went to court. After that victory 
he said to me that justice can never be 

trampled on, it always prevails. We need 
more people like him: who are humble, 
caring, loving and wise. Those of us who 
were lucky enough to be in his presence 
will continue to fight for what he stood 
for,” said Survé.

Mgoqi’s long-time friend, Professor 
Gilingwe Mayende said that Cirha, as 
Mgoqi was fondly known, was one of 
apartheid’s greatest nemesis.

“He was a great fighter. He fought 
tooth and nail for what is right. Some-
thing so profound about Cirha was how 
he cared about his family,” he said.

Professor Somadoda Fikeni said: 
“When the news of his passing came 
we were indeed saddened. 

“We wondered when this African 
baobab tree fell; if we feel so much 
pain and sadness, how much more for 
his family? 

“This sense of loss was from some of 
our encounters with him, an outstand-
ing public servant.”

Mgoqi served as acting judge in the 
Land Claims Court from 2014 to 2019; 
as chief Land Claims commissioner in 
1999; on the Commission for Gender 
Equality between 2012 and 2019; and as 
city manager for the City of Cape Town 
between 2003 and 2006.

He also served on the board of the 
National Development Agency, UCT’s 
Alumni Advisory Board and the Ernest 
Mancoba Advisory Board.
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