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TETE Dijana crosses the finish line to take the men’s title in the 2022 Comrades Marathon. | SIBONELO NGCOBO African News Agency (ANA)

ZULU King Misuzulu KaZwelithini is
expected to give his final seal of approval
to a 12m-tall statue of King Shaka at the
airport before it is unveiled.
The statue has been erected at King
Shaka International Airport, but for
now is under wraps, with the provincial
Department of Sport, Arts and Culture
keeping the date of the unveiling secret.
The new statue comes after the late
King Goodwill Zwelithini and other
members of the Zulu Royal house in
2010 had objected to the previous statue
of King Shaka at the airport, saying
the sculpture made Shaka look like a
herdboy and not the warrior king of
Zulu history.
They further complained that the
spear placed at his feet could suggest
surrender.
It is understood that the late King
Zwelithini was happy with the design
elements of the new statue and gave his
approval for it.
Asked about the statue yesterday,
Zulu royal family spokesperson Prince
Thulani Zulu said the provincial Department of Sport, Arts and Culture would
make the announcements on the unveiling of the statue.
“The king will have a look at it
first, and he has given his comments
and suggestions during every step. The
late king gave his approval. There were
delays due to Covid-19 and the passing
away of the king,” he said.
The KwaZulu-Natal Department of
Sport, Arts and Culture said the date for
officially unveiling the statue was yet to
be determined “pending the finalisation
of a few outstanding matters”.
“We can safely state that the statue is
12m tall. That includes the statue itself
and the plinth on which it is standing.
The cost and other allied matters will be
shared by the department closer to the
official unveiling.
“The department has been working
with various stakeholders during the
commissioning and sculpting of the
King Shaka statue. These include the
Zulu Royal Household, Airports Company SA and others.”
The department confirmed there had
been a planned meeting and engage-

It’s second time lucky for Dijana
KING Misuzulu
ment between King Misuzulu kaZwelithini and new Sport, Arts and Culture
MEC Amanda Bani-Mapena to finalise
outstanding matters.
“We can, however, state with confidence that the Zulu royal household is
satisfied with how the entire process was
handled and unfolded. We look forward
to the finalisation of the entire process,
and the media will be taken on board on
the processes through constant updates
closer to the key dates.”
Ndabezinhle Sibiya, spokesperson for
Premier Nomusa Dube-Ncube, referred
all queries to the department.
In 2011, The Mercury reported that
renowned KwaZulu-Natal sculptor Peter
Hall had been commissioned in 2010
to construct the new statue after consultation with the public, academics,
historians, King Zwelithini, and senior
members of the Zulu royal family. However the department would not reveal
the artist’s name yesterday.
The original statue, which was
removed from the airport, was sculpted
by renowned Durban artist Andries
Botha.
Botha declined an invitation to be
part of the team involved in conceptualising and designing the new statue.
In 2012, he told The Mercury he was
unhappy that his work had been dismantled. To the best of his knowledge,
the statue was being kept at a Dube
TradePort storage facility.
He said he had written to Dube
TradePort requesting that they remove
the remaining pieces of the artwork,
which included a bull, a cow and two
calves.
His contention was that the remaining pieces of his work were displayed
next to two traditional huts, and this
made them seem like a “backdrop to a
commercial outlet”.

Princess Di’s Ford Escort fetches R14.3m
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A FORD Escort RS Turbo Series 1 driven
by the late Princess Diana fetched a
whopping £724 500 (R14.3 million) at
an auction held at Britain’s Silverstone
racing circuit at the weekend.
Silverstone’s website describes the
car as the Princess of Wales’ last Ford
Escort, with 24 961 miles (40 170km) on
the clock. It belonged to the Princess of
Wales between 1985 and 1988.
The princess was often seen driving

the car around Chelsea and Kensington
and clocked up 10 943km before returning it to Ford. The car had multiple owners before making its way back to Ford.
The website makes no mention of the
winner of the auction. The RS Turbo
Series 1 was usually made in white but the
royal family police guard asked for Diana’s
to be painted black “for discretion”.
Next week marks 25 years since Diana,
36, died in a car crash in Paris. | Reuters
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DESPITE a massive windfall after winning this year’s Comrades Marathon, the
men’s champion says he plans to keep
his day job as a security guard.
Tete Dijana, 34, from Mafikeng in
North West, won the 95th edition of the
race, on his second attempt.
His first attempt was in 2019 where
he ran for a different running club and
finished outside the top 10.
He now runs for the Nedbank Running Club.
He secured the R260  
000 prize
money and a gold medal with his time
of 5:30:38.
The men’s and women’s races have
an equal prize value of R260  000 for the
winners.
In a brief interview with The Mercury
yesterday, he said he did not anticipate
winning this year’s marathon, a down
run from Pietermaritzburg to Durban.
The popular ultra-marathon returned
after a two-year hiatus because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
“I had that confidence (I could win),
but I knew that sometimes things don’t
always go according to plan. My aim and
target, I was hoping to come in the top
10,” he said.
He later said during a media briefing
that he still could not believe “that it’s
me who won the Comrades Marathon”.
Speaking of the run, he said he
started to believe that he might win
the race when he was leading at the last
10km, and his confidence and belief
escalated as he entered the stadium and
heard the cheering crowd.
“When I entered the last 10km, I
started to believe that I could win the
Comrades, and I kept looking behind me
for Edward Mothibi who came second
place because I know him.
“We train together, so I know that
he is very strong and could come back
(and overtake me at the death),” he said.
Speaking on his plans for the future,
he said he planned to balance his current job with his running career and
commitments.
He has been working as a security
guard since 2014.
“I do not plan to quit my job, having
a job is very important,” he told The
Mercury.
“I will have to balance my job and
the talent that God gave me,” he said
during the media briefing.
He said the money would change his
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ALEXANDRA Morozova took the women’s
title. | SIBONELO NGCOBO African News Agency

(ANA)

life, and that of his children (he has a
2-year-old and a 6-year-old).
“I plan to build a house with a portion of the money,” he said, later adding
that he would also be seeking the help
of an adviser on managing the money.
In the women’s category, winner
Alexandra Morozova of Russia said that
she was so thrilled that she was allowed
to participate in the race, and had no
negative feelings towards the Comrades
Marathon Association (CMA) after she
was initially banned.
Elite runner Morozova was allowed
to compete after she won her urgent
court application at the Pietermaritzburg
High Court to be allowed to run in the
race.
This was after her registration was
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withdrawn as the CMA said it was acting
on the instructions of World Athletics
which called for Russian elite athletes
who would win prize money to be
barred from entering any of its affiliated
races due to the conflict in Ukraine.
This was Morozova’s fourth Comrades and her first win, and she said
she received a lot of support from South
Africans.
“I waited for the victory for a very
long time, and this year was my year
to win.”
Her time was 06:17:48.
The second-place holder in the
women’s race was Poland’s Domenika
Stelmach. She was “a little sad not to
have won” as she had promised herself
that she would.
“I enjoyed the race even though the
last 10km were tough for me.”
Comrades novice Adele Broodryk
said running the race and placing in
the top three was a dream come true as
she grew up with the Comrades as part
of her family’s tradition.
“We used to watch and cheer runners on from our living room, and we
would cry if runners faced difficulty
during the race,” she said.
The South African mother of two,
who was welcomed by her family at the
finish line, said she felt really strong for
the first 60km.
“I wish I could be an athlete full time
but I am a mom and wife first. Comrades
will always be a part of my life, and I will
do it again,” she said.
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THE Comrades Marathon brought a
tourism boom for Pietermaritzburg,
with accommodation occupancy in the
city reaching more than 90%.
Msunduzi mayor Mzimkhulu Thebolla said they were pleased with the
success of the Comrades, especially the
tourism revenue as “every bed in the
city was occupied”.
Thebolla said the city would look to
take advantage of the recent success to
rebuild its tourism industry, and thereby
rebuild the economy, saying it was one
of the industries that had suffered the
most during the Covid-19 pandemic.
“Many of the runners stayed here,
we saw them in our hotels. It is an
indication that people are seeing the
improvement in restoring the city,” he
said.
Premier Nomusa Dube-Ncube said
the tourism boom in Durban and Pietermaritzburg could trigger a revival of
the tourism industry.
“By Thursday, we had already
recorded accommodation occupancies
of more than 93% in Pietermaritzburg
– with Durban and uMhlanga at 69%,”
she said.
Dube-Ncube spoke of the general
need to improve the tourism sector,
and said the provincial government was
committed to harnessing the potential
of tourism to transform the lives of rural
communities.
“We know that economic activity
across the tourism value chain contributes significantly to GDP. Tourism
already provides substantial resources to
advance transformation. We are the link
between the success of tourism and the
success of transformation.
“Of course, we will not know
whether our efforts are yielding fruit
unless we are clear about what actually
defines success for tourism. We have
traditional measurements like tourist
arrivals, the number of jobs supported
by tourism, and the contribution of
tourism to the GDP.
“These dimensions are measured
annually, and they enable us to conclude, based on statistical data, that the
tourism sector is indeed a force for good,
and it is a force that is growing every
year,” Dube-Ncube said. She said the
government would also need to measure
how inclusive the growth was, and how
many more marginalised people and
communities were being brought into
the tourism mainstream.
“Through advancing these two strategic imperatives – greater inclusivity
and greater sustainability – we will
improve the lives of all our people, and
we will ensure that tourism continues
to benefit future generations.”
The eThekwini mayor’s spokesperson, Mluleki Mntungwa said: “We are
delighted to host the Comrades Marathon after a two-year hiatus. Economic
spin-offs have been huge as accommodation venues are full. This demonstrates that eThekwini is now open for
business.”
He added that the city was working on fixing infrastructure to ensure
that during the summer holidays, people would be able to enjoy Durban
and its beaches. Last Monday, the city
announced that it had closed some
beaches with immediate effect due to
high levels of E coli in the water. Closed
beaches include Westbrook, uMhlanga
Main, uMdloti, Casuarina, eThekwini
Beach, Laguna Seasonal Beach, Ansteys
Beach, Brighton Beach, Isipingo Beach,
Reunion Beach, Warner Beach, Amanzimtoti Main Beach, and Pipeline Beach.
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