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Father, 
daughter 
in sex 
hearing
wanted

Minister of Justice denies 
removing Court files claims

JOYETTER LUAMANU 

A warrant of arrest has been 
issued by the Supreme Court 
for a father and daughter who 
have already pleaded guilty to 
a charge of incest.

The warrant was issued by 
Justice Lei'ataualesa Darryl 
Clarke after the pair failed to 
appear in Court for sentencing.

When the matter was called, 
the man and his daughter, whose 
identities are suppressed, were 
nowhere to be seen.

Justice Leiataualesa then 
immediately issued a warrant 
of arrest.

A suppression order was 
issued on the names and details 
of the father and daughter who 
are from Savai’i. 

This case was initially 
mentioned in the Supreme 
Court as incest case of a brother 
and sister. 

However the Court was 
informed that the defendants 
were in fact a father and his 
biological daughter.

As reported earlier, the Court 
heard from the father that they 
have been banned from their 
village in Savai’i and at the time 
they were in custody and were 
released on bail. 

They were ordered to reside 
at Vaivase-uta and surrender 
all their travel documents. 

They were also told to sign 
in at the Apia Police Station as 
part of their bail conditions. 

The daughter, she was 
ordered to sign in at the Apia 
Police Station every Tuesdays 
and Thursdays before midday.

Her father was ordered to 
sign in every Mondays and 
Wednesdays.

The Minister of Justice and 
Courts Administration 
(M.J.C.A.), Fa’aolesa 

Katopau Ainu’u, has denied claims 
that Land and Titles Court files 
were removed from the vicinity of 
the Court and taken to his Office.

The files are in relation to the 
Ainu’u title of Sapapali’i and one 
other about the “boundaries of 
Atua.”

The files were allegedly delivered 
by the Ministry of Justice and 
Courts Administration employee, 
Tu’ulima Io, to the Minister’s 
Office. He was accompanied by 
the Secretary of Chief Executive 
Officer, Papali’i John Taimalelagi.

“I took the boxes of files to the 
Minister’s Office; I was escorted by 
the C.E.O.’s Secretary,” Mr. Io told 
the Samoa Observer.  

“When I reported this matter to 
the Chief Justice; I told him that 

Asked for a comment, Minister Fa’aolesa said: “That is not true. I cannot 
respond to the questions if you will not tell me who said these things to you”

JOYETTER LUAMANU I was instructed by the C.E.O. to 
take these boxes of files. 

 “I followed orders even though 
I know deep down that this was 
wrong. I don’t care what the 
outcome of this is, but at least 
I came clean and reported the 

matter to the Chief Justice.”
He also gave the Samoa Observer 

a document that lists the names of 
10 Land and Titles Court files that 
were allegedly removed from the 
Court and taken to the Minister’s 
Office in October 2016.

 Asked for a comment, Minister 

Fa’aolesa said: “That is not true. I 
cannot respond to the questions if 
you will not tell me who said these 
things to you.”

But Mr. Io said he was the 
one who delivered the files in 
2016, upon instructions from his 

superior.
At the time, he was the driver 

for the Chief Executive Officer of 
M.J.C.A., Papali’i John Taimalelagi.

 “I took the boxes of files to the 
Minister’s Office; I was escorted 
by the C.E.O.’s Secretary,” he said. 
“I have already reported this to the 

Chief Justice earlier this month.”
It was not possible to get a 

comment from Chief Justice, His 
Honour Patu Tiava’asu’e Falefatu 
Sapolu, at press time.

Mr. Io came to the Samoa 
Observer Office last month with 
the claims. Asked why he has 
waited for so long, Mr. Io said:  “I 
can no longer carry this burden. 

“I followed orders even though 
I know deep down that this was 
wrong. I don’t care what the 
outcome of this is, but at least 
I came clean and reported the 
matter to the Chief Justice.”

Mr. Io said he has worked at the 
M.J.C.A. for six years and he’s never 
seen anything like this being done 
before.

“The Head of State; the Prime 
Minister and all Cabinet Ministers 
come down to the Court to view 
the Court files; because we all 
know the Court files are not 
allowed to leave the Court,” he 
said. “It is prohibited.”

COURT FILES CONTROVERSY: Minister of Justice and Courts Administration, Faaolesa Katopau Ainu'u, M.J.C.A. Employee, Tualima Io and M.J.C.A. C.E.O., Papali’i 
John Taimalelagi. 
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“ I took the boxes of files to the Minister’s Office; I 
was escorted by the C.E.O.’s Secretary,” Mr. Io told 
the Samoa Observer, When I reported this matter to 
the Chief Justice; I told him that I was instructed by 
the C.E.O. to take these boxes of files. -Tu’ulima Io




