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HARTSVILLE – The annual Wesley
United Methodist Church Pumpkin
Patch has encountered a hiccup – the
pumpkins failed to arrive on Satur-
day.

“Our pumpkins have been delayed
due to the hurricane and COVID,”
said Jeffery Tadlock, director of pro-
gram ministries at Wesley. “We are
not sure when they are going to ar-
rive, but hope they arrive this week.”

The Wesley Pumpkin Patch has
been a fixture in the Hartsville com-
munity for more than 15 years, located
on the corner of College Avenue and
Fourth Street. Hundreds of children
and adults visit each year for story-
time, photo opportunities and to se-
lect their pumpkins, large, small or
decorated.

Tadlock said the pumpkin patch
has been under the direction of Su-
san and Walt Harvey for most of that
time.

“Sadly, Walt passed away in June
and is greatly missed” Tadlock said.
“Susan is continuing to oversee this
huge project with help from Wardie
Sanders and Phyllis Griggs.”

The pumpkins are grown and har-
vested in New Mexico by the Navajo
Nation, said Susan Harvey, coordi-
nator and chief pumpkin decorator
each year.

Each year the church gets a half-
truck load, Harvey said. She said that
is about 1,000 large pumpkins and an
equal amount of smaller ones.

Harvey said by phone on Monday
the holdup in transportation of the
pumpkins to Hartsville. She said
there is supposed to be a great pump-
kin crop this year.

The decorating committee is on
standby ready to demonstrate their
creativity. Harvey said she has dec-
orated a few special pumpkins and

STAFF REPORTS

HARTSVILLE – While the city of
Hartsville and Main Street Harts-
ville canceled Treats on the Streets,
the city has announced it will not
restrict trick or treating this year
during COVID-19 but does encour-
age those that choose to participate
to do so safely.

“We hope that families will find
creative ways to safely distribute
individually wrapped candy, avoid
large crowds and maintain social dis-
tancing when around those outside

Church event
waiting for
its pumpkins

City urges
people to
trick or treat
with caution
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HARTSVILLE – The football
fates of Hartsville and Myrtle
Beach High Schools have been
intertwined each of the past
two seasons.

The Seahawks and Red Foxes
have met four times during that
span, with the Seahawks get-
ting the better of the matchup
on three of those occasions.

In fact, Hartsville’s last two
losses a year ago were both to
the Seahawks – one in Week 6
and again in the 4A lower state
final. It was the second con-
secutive year the two teams
had met for the right to go to
Columbia, with Myrtle Beach
winning both.

The two Region 6-4A rivals

are set to clash again Friday
in Kelleytown, but Harts-
ville coach Jeff Calabrese isn’t
worried so much about the
high-powered Seahawks as
he is his own team continuing
to improve.

The Red Foxes (1-2, 0-2 Re-
gion 6-4A) picked up their first
win of the season last Friday
with a 30-13 victory over Fort
Mill.

“Anytime that you can have
some success on a Friday night,
it certainly makes Saturday
and Sunday a little better,”
Calabrese said. “Our kids still
have a long way to go – we still
have way too many mistakes
right now – but we’re getting
better, and that’s all you can ask
of your football team.

“Hopefully we can continue
to do that over the next couple

of weeks and become a good
football team.”

Although there was still an
issue with some bad snaps,
Hartsville did not turn the ball
over for the first time this year
and wound up on the plus side
of the turnover margin in the
victory over the Yellow Jackets.

“That kind of tells the tale,”
Calabrese said. “If you take care
of the football and get some-
body else to turn it over, you’ve
got a shot to win. ...

“But saying all that, we still
had some mistakes and some
issues continue that we’re go-
ing to have to fix if we want to
beat some good teams.”

Quarterback Ryan Burger has
thrown for 579 yards and nine
touchdowns with J.J. Jones and
Adam Randall as top targets
with four TDs each. Andrew
Doss and Cam Ward also give
the Seahawks a dual threat in
the backfield.

HARTSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

No. 1 priority
Red Foxes focus on
improving, not top-
ranked Seahawks

ANDREW BOARDWINE, SPECIAL TO THE MORNING NEWS

Hartsville’s Dariyan Pendergrass celebrates after scoring a touchdown on Sept. 25 in the Red Foxes’ loss to North Myrtle Beach.

JV game canceled after Hartsville
player tests positive for COVID-19
HARTSVILLE – Hartsville High School’s junior varsity football
game this week has been canceled because a Hartsville player
tested positive for COVID-19 last week.

Some members of the team have been designated as close
contacts and have been placed into a mandatory 14-day quar-
antine.

As a result, the junior varsity game against Myrtle Beach will
not be played.

The game will not be rescheduled.
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COLUMBIA — South Car-
olina’s agribusiness industry
is nearing a $50 billion impact
on the economy of the Palmetto
State.

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Agriculture announced
the results of a study by Dr. Jo-
seph C. Von Nessen, an econo-

mist at the University of South
Carolina’s Darla Moore School
of Business, that concluded the
industry had a $46.2 billion im-
pact on the state in 2018.

That’s up from $34 billion in
2006 and $41.7 billion in 2015.

The figure is also near the $50
billion impact goal South Car-
olina Agricultural Commission
Hugh Weathers set in 2010.

The impact is broken into a

$29.59 billion direct effect, a
$10.54 billion indirect effect
and a $6.07 billion induced ef-
fect.

Direct effects are the impacts
that agribusiness has due to its
operations.

Indirect effects are the im-
pacts of agribusiness on other
businesses without accounting
for spending by their workers.

Induced effects are the wages

of the employees that get spend
in the state.

The study breaks the direct
effects into two parts: agricul-
tural and forestry.

Agriculture has a $13.35 bil-
lion effect.

The study lists three agricul-
tural sectors as having higher
than a $1 billion economic

Agribusiness nears $50B impact on SC
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