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FoLLoW US on SocIaL

Cases statewide: 722 new, 157,394 total

Greenwood - 2,359
Abbeville - 632

Saluda - 689
Laurens - 1,824

McCormick - 246

Deaths in the Lakelands
Greenwood - 67
Abbeville - 12

Saluda - 19
Laurens - 56

McCormick - 6

Cases in the Lakelands

COVID-19 in SC

Deaths statewide: 12 new, 3,439 total
CLOSESTPRESIDENTIALELECTIONSTHE

Something to remember as we get closer to Election Day: 
Presidents aren’t elected on the basis of their overall vote total 
— “the popular vote” — but rather on the number of electoral 
votes they receive from the states. And in 48 states, the top 
vote-getter in that state gets all that state’s electoral votes.

The upshot : Sometimes the overall vote 
is close but the electoral vote isn’t. Even 
more important: Five times in U.S. history 
— including in 2016 — the nation’s top 
vote-getter didn’t win the election. 

Here’s a 
look at the 
17 closest 
presidential 
elections: 

By Charles Apple  |  THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Sources: “Presidents: All You Need to Know” by Carter Smith, “The American President” by Kathryn Moore, “The Ballot Box: 10 Presidential 
Elections That Changed History” by Chris Barsanti,  “Hats in the Ring” by Evan Cornog and Richard Whelan, Insidegov.com, USElectionAtlas.org
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Experts expected a big win by 
Dewey, but a last-minute push 
by the incumbent put Truman 
back into the White House.

Backed by big business 
against a populist candidate, 
McKinley carried every state 
north of Virginia and east of 
Missouri.

Obama, the incumbent, 
earned a narrow victory 
at the polls but won big 
in the electoral college.

A win in California would have 
given Hughes an electoral 
victory over Wilson, the 
incumbent. But Wilson carried 
the state by a narrow margin.

Cleveland put himself back 
into the White House in an 
election marked by 
growing agrarian and 
populist discontent.

Bush clinched re-election 
when he captured Ohio’s 20 
electoral votes – despite the 
fact that exit polls there had 
shown Kerry in the lead.

Thanks to public ill will in the 
wake of the Watergate 
scandal, Carter parlayed his 
status as an outsider into a 
win over a sitting president.

Discontent in New York 
over the possible 
expansion of slavery 
into Texas probably 
cost Clay the election.

With such a comfortable 
win in the electoral college, 
one might never know 
Nixon won the popular vote 
by less than 1 percent.

Cleveland appears on this 
list three times. He won the 
presidency by capturing 
New York’s 36 electoral 
votes by just 1,047 votes.

Kennedy defeated a sitting 
vice president by just 
115,000 popular votes but 
won a clear majority in the 
electoral college.

Garfield won the popular 
vote by only 2,000 votes but 
captured more electoral 
votes in the more populous 
northern states.

It took a month of recounts, 
court battles and, finally, 
intervention by the Supreme 
Court before Bush was granted 
Florida’s electoral votes.

Incumbent president Cleveland 
won the popular vote by 
100,000 votes but lost in the 
electoral vote. He would run 
again and win four years later.

An under-the-table deal 
between Democrats and 
Republicans traded the White 
House for the removal of federal 
troops from the South.

Andrew Jackson, who placed 
first in both popular and 
electorial votes, was not pleased 
when the election was settled by 
the House of Representatives. 

Clinton led in nearly every 
pre-election poll and in polls in 
most of the swing states but 
then lost Wisconsin, Pennsyl-
vania and Michigan to Trump.
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By MATTHEW HENSLEY
mhensley@indexjournal.com

Marjorie Ball has been injured by 
the rumors and innuendo circling the 
community about her husband, for-
mer Lander University President Dan 
Ball, according to the latest filing in a 
lawsuit filed last year.

In an amended complaint, she has 
been added as a plaintiff to the law-
suit her husband filed against his for-
mer employer, its board of trustees, 
current University President Richard 
Cosentino and the Lander Founda-
tion. The document also adds Greg 
Lovins, who retired two years ago as 
Lander vice president for business 
and administration.

The filing, which claims defama-
tion, takes issue with his treatment 

and the actions of defending parties in 
relation to the state Office of Inspec-
tor General’s investigation into alle-
gations of misconduct and misspend-

ing, including that no 
release or statement 
was issued telling the 
public the probe had 
closed without crim-
inal charges.

The defendants 
have denied any 
wrongdoing.

Ball filed the law-
suit March 15, 2019, 

initially naming The Index-Journal 
Co. as one of the plaintiffs. Ball con-
tended the newspaper, which was 
working on a larger project about the 
Lander Foundation investigations, 
had erred in not reporting that the in-

vestigations had ended without crim-
inal charges.

The newspaper was dropped from 
the lawsuit after it published a front-

page story report-
ing that no criminal 
charges resulted 
from an OIG inves-
tigation and subse-
quent State Law En-
forcement Division 
investigation into 
how money was 
spent at the Land-
er Foundation. An 

amended complaint was filed March 
27, 2019.

A second amended complaint was 
added Oct. 1. In arguing for the new 
filing, the plaintiffs pointed to new 
information that came to light during 

the case.
“During the May 29, 2020 deposi-

tion of CPA Charles Schulze, Plaintiff 
learned the identity of Greg Lovins 

as the person whose 
name had been re-
dacted by the Office 
of Inspector General 
and whose actions/
inactions were cen-
tral to the damage 
done to Plaintiff and 
Mrs. Ball,” accord-
ing to a motion to 
amend complaint.

According to the amended filing, 
Schulze told Cosentino and Lovins 
that he saw no evidence of wrongdo-
ing and warned the pair not to pub-
licly repeat allegations of potential 
criminal wrongdoing during an in-

vestigation a warning the Balls allege 
Cosentino did not follow.

“As the Balls have tried to live their 
lives in Greenwood post-retirement, 
instead of enjoying a relaxing atmo-
sphere where they could enjoy time 
in the community and visit the cam-
pus they spent 15 years nurturing 
with love and loyalty, they have been 
excluded from events and gatherings 
that they would have been invited to 
had the defendants not perpetuat-
ed the untruths and salacious com-
ments,” the filing said.

The defendants have 30 days to re-
spond to the new complaint after be-
ing served.

Contact Managing Editor Matthew 
Hensley at 864-943-2529 or on Twit-
ter @IJMattHensley.

Parties added to lawsuit against Lander
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By DAVID CRARY
Associated Press

James Altman is a Roman 
Catholic priest in Wisconsin, 
little known outside his parish 
until a few weeks ago. Robert 
Jeffress is the high-profile pas-
tor of a Baptist megachurch in 
Dallas. They have a message in 
common for members of their 
faiths: Voting for Democrats 
who support abortion rights is 
an evil potentially deserving of 
eternal damnation.

Their fierce, openly partisan 
rhetoric is attention-grabbing, 
but it remains the exception 
in America’s diverse religious 
landscape, even in this divisive 
election year. Most members 
of the clergy, including foes of 
abortion, steer clear of overt 
endorsements or denuncia-
tions of political candidates. 
Numerous denominations try 
to frame their stance on abor-
tion in ways that respect multi-
ple viewpoints.

The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, for ex-
ample, has adhered for three 
decades to a nuanced policy 
aimed at respecting churchgo-
ers on all sides of the debate.

“We say that abortion should 
be seen as a path of last resort, 
but we defend a woman’s right 
to make decisions over her own 
body,” said Bishop Paul Egen-
steiner, who heads the ELCA’s 
Metropolitan New York Synod.

The National Association of 
Evangelicals, which represents 
about 45,000 churches, de-
clares in a policy statement that 
it “actively, ardently and un-

waveringly opposes abortion 
on demand,” but simultaneous-
ly appeals for civility.

“We do not dismiss those 
who advocate for legal access 
to abortion as unconcerned for 
human life or unworthy of our 
respect and attention,” it says.

Such stances and tones differ 
sharply from those offered re-
cently by Altman and Jeffress.

“You cannot be Catholic and 
be a Democrat,” Altman said in 
a YouTube video, admonishing 
people to “repent of your sup-
port of that party and its plat-
form or face the fires of hell.” 
His comments were criticized 
by many Catholics, while en-
dorsed by some others, such as 
Bishop Joseph Strickland of the 
Tyler, Texas, diocese.

Jeffress, the pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Dallas and 
a close ally of Donald Trump, 
employs similarly strong lan-
guage in denouncing the presi-
dent’s opponent.

“As long as Joe Biden and the 
Democratic Party continue to 
support unrestricted abortion 
for any reason and at any stage 
in a pregnancy, priests and pas-
tors like myself will have no 
problem saying, ‘Only Chris-
tians who have sold their soul 
to the devil would vote for Joe 
Biden,’” Jeffress said via email.

Jeffress’ church is affiliat-
ed with the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the nation’s largest 
Protestant denomination. Its 
leadership adopted a stringent 
anti-abortion stance nearly 40 
years ago that remains in place.

Daniel Patterson, a vice pres-

Most clergy avoid 
hellfire threats over 
abortion politics

See CLERGY, page 4A

By JILL COLVIN AND AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

Amanda Jaronowski is torn. The 
lifelong Republican from suburban 
Cleveland supports President Don-
ald Trump’s policies and fears her 
business could be gutted if Demo-

crat Joe Biden is elected.
But she abhors Trump personally, leaving her on 

the fence about who will get her vote.
It’s a “moral dilemma,” Jaronowski said as she 

paced her home one recent evening after pouring 
a glass of sauvignon blanc. “It would be so easy for 

Policy vs. personality
Undecided voters torn as presidential election nears
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Cathy Badalamenti is shown at her home in Lombard, Ill. Badalamenti is struggling with her vote once again. In 
2016, the Independent eschewed both Donal Trump and Hillary Clinton and voted for a third-party candidate, 
despite having voting twice for former president Barack Obama.

Undecided voter Tracye Stewart holds her official Virginia 
ballot in her office in Richmond, Va. See UNDECIDED, page 4A


