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An Aspire worker helps a client video chat in Aberdeen. The agency has been assisting people who have intellectual and 
developmental disabilities for 60 years. Courtesy photo

By Trent Abrego
Tabrego@gannett.com

A
spire has been in Aber-
deen for 60 years now, 
and 2020 might be the 
most unique one yet in 
the group’s long history.

Aspire is a nonprofit agency that 
provides services to people with 
intellectual or developmental dis-
abilities. It was founded in 1960.

The agency had big plans for its 
60th milestone anniversary. Then, 
COVID-19 hit.

“We were one of the first to 
shelter in place, and we’ll prob-
ably be one of the last to come 
away from that or just to be able to 

actively engage in our community 
activities again,” Executive Director 
Jennifer Gray said.

In mid-March, Aspire made the 
decision to close the day center, 
where activities for clients take 
place.

During the summer months, the 
day center was opened for a short 
period and participants socially 
distanced and had staggered sched-
ules. It wasn’t at full capacity.

Then, in August, as virus cases 
rose, the doors closed again.

While day center activities have 
halted, Aspire has made sure that 
those in the program have been 
doing activities with staff in housing 

and, at times, by going outside.
“People have been back in their 

homes being supported by their 
staff in their own (housing), doing 
activities there,” Gray said. “If they 
go out and do something, it may be 
just to be outdoors and not doing 
a lot of other community-based 
activities.”

Not having indoor visits or activi-
ties at the day center hasn’t stopped 
clients from seeing their families. 
Instead of meeting indoors, they 
now have the option to visit outside 
one hour each week — at a safe, 
social-distanced area.

“For those that are interested in 

60 YEARS OF ASPIRE
Agency navigates COVID-19 during important year

A dog chases 
a wound-

ed rooster 
pheasant 
during an 

opening day 
hunt near 
a patch of 

sorghum in 
a field north 
of Hosmer. 

American 
News photo 

by John Davis

By Scott Waltman
swaltman@aberdeennews.com

A cool, windy 
weekend made the 
opening two days of 
the pheasant season 
a tough go for most 
hunters, a local 
conservation officer 

with the South Dakota 
Department of Game, 
Fish and Parks said.

Many hunters 
were happy with the 
number of birds they 
saw, but it was tough 
to shoot them in the 
weather conditions, 
said Nick Cochran.

Strong winds 
don’t make for ideal 
pheasant hunting.

But, Cochran 
said, that didn’t stop 
hunters from en-
joying the weekend 
— spending time with 
friends and family or 
working with their 
dogs in the fields.

Cochran said he 
didn’t see a lot of 

hunters out Sunday. 
Some might not have 
dressed appropriately 
given how cold the 
weather was, he said.

There were more 
hunters out Saturday, 
he said, but it was 
largely a casual, laid 
back weekend of 
hunting.

On Saturday, a man 

Windy, chilly weather puts damper on pheasant hunting
Outdoors conditions add to 
challenge of getting limits

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

By Danielle Ferguson
Sioux Falls Argus Leader

Active cases 
continue to increase 
with the addition of 
567 new COVID-19 
cases on Monday, ac-
cording to the South 
Dakota Department 
of Health.

Active cases 
increased by 376, for 
a total of 8,388, and 
191 recovered from 
the virus, bringing 
recoveries up to 
25,125. South Dakota 
now has had a total 
of 33,836 cases. There 
were no new deaths 
reported Monday, 
where the pandemic 
has killed 323 people.

Of those cases, 32 

were added in Brown 
County and 21 were 
added in Codington 
County. Brown 
County now has 
377 active cases and 
Codington County 
has 279.

Other large 
increases were in 
Minnehaha County 
with 151 new cases. 
Lincoln County saw 
51 and Pennington 
County reported 37. 
Davison County had 
28 new cases and 
Brookings County 
had 24.

In northeastern 
South Dakota, Day 
County added six 
new cases; Grant and 
Kingsbury counties 
added five cases 
each; Roberts and 
Walworth counties 
each added four new 
cases; Faulk County 
added three new 

SD has 567 

new cases
No new 
deaths 
reported

By Rebekah 
Tuchscherer
rtuchscherer@gannett.com

A contract em-
ployee for the U.S. 
Marshals Service has 
been suspended from 
work after posting a 
burning Black Lives 
Matter flag on his 
personal Facebook 
page.

Jeff Carlson, a re-
tired Aberdeen Police 
Department and 
school resource of-
ficer, was suspended 
from his contracted 
position as a security 
officer at the District 
of the South Dakota 

Federal Courthouse.
Carlson is em-

ployed by Walden 
Security, a company 
that provides security 
services for commer-
cial and government 
properties. He was 
suspended after the 
U.S. Marshals Service 
was made aware of 
the “racially-charged 
social media post,” 
according to the 
public affairs office 
for the federal law 
enforcement agency.

“The U.S. Mar-
shals Service has a 
zero tolerance policy 
regarding discrimina-
tion by any employee 
in our ranks, contract 
or federal, as it does 
not represent our 
agency’s core values 
of justice, integrity 
and service,” the U.S. 
Marshals Service 
said in an emailed 
statement.

Retired officer 
suspended 
from position
Move 
comes 
after post 
of burning 
BLM flag
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